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fence in the schedule up to that of an ex-
empted fence, the amendment of the
schedule, to provide for a fence 78 inches
above ground, is necessar-y. It will be noted
that the overhang is not now specified. That
provision is not included as some of the road
boards objected to the fence overhanging
road;, and there was a possibility of owners
being liable for damnages. if any person
suffered injury through coming in contaet
with it. Before concluding, I desire to in-
form hon. members of the state of the Lund
to which the special tax for the destruction
of wild dogs, foxes and eagle-hawks, is paid.
As hon. members are aware, the mnaximum
rate of tax permissible is 1d. in the L on
pastoral holdings and V2d. in the £ on farm
lands, The maximum amount that can be
obtained on that rate of tax is £47,000.
Against that amount, the annual expendi-
ture for the three years during which
bonuses have been paid, is as follows:-

1927-28 .. . .£8,1-11

928-29 E. . . 40,151.
1929-20 - . . C 51,175

It will thus hie seen that the maximum rate
only provides, sufficient for the annual ex-
penditnre. Admnittedly there has been a con-
siderable sur~Ius at the Treasury since the
fund was first collected. That surplus wras
due to the fact that the first year's rating
overlap ped the rating by the local vermin
boards for the same purpose, and, in con-
sequence, pratically ]io expenditure was in-
etirred from the fund for the first year. Be-
cause of that, the credit balance arose. To
adjust the position, the rate of tax wvas re-
duced last year to L/d. in the £P on pastoral
holdings, mnd 3/d. in the £ on farma lands,
and thie amount collected was £23,500. The
revised rate of tax resulted in the surplus
being reduced by 12T,676 and on the 30th
June, 1930, there wvas a credit balance of
£28,607 at the Treasury. This year it is
intended again to levy the lower rate of tax,
namiely 50 per cent, of the maximium rate,
and it is estimated that the anmount collected,
together with the credit balance, will provide
only sufficient for the year's requirements.
In fact, unless collections are well main-
tamned, it is quite possible the assistance of
the Treasury may be required before the end
of the year. During the 12 months ended
30th June, 1930, the following vermin were
paid for:-

Wild (logs
Foxes
Eagles

14,815, decrietf215
-- 11,039, icrease of 7,370
-10,859, increase of 5,924

Since the Act was amended to provide for
increased bonuses, the number of dingoes
paid for each year has shown a decrease,
whilst foxes have not only increased in an-
bers, but appeared in fresh districts each
year. I move--

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On mnotion by Ron. J. Nicholson, debate
adjourned.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.
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The SPEAKXER took the Chair at 4.30
pmm., and read prayers.

QUESTION-RAILWAY FREIGHTS.

.1r. WANSBROUGH asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Is it a fact that railway
freights on small consignments of perish-
able goods, such as fruit and vegetables,
have been increased 15 per cent, plus 9d.
a~dditional loading charges, as from the
22nd Septemnber? 2, If so, is it considered
that this is in the best interests of the pro-
ducer, consumer and State in general?

The MIUNISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Freights on certain classes of goods
have lbeen increased by 15 per cent., and
the loading- charge by 3d. per ton, hut the
iflat rate of Is. 6d. per ease on single eases
of fruit by any train has not been altered.
Other small consignments would come under
the 15 per cent. increase, but the amount
involved in such cases is not considerable.
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2, The increases wvere necesary owing to
the financial position of the Railway De-
partment.

BILL-SUPPLY (No. 2), £970,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE
(lion1.
[4.371:

PREMIER AND TREASURER
Sir James 'Mitchell-Northern)

I move-

That so much of tihe Standing Orders be
snsilhenhod as is weessary to enable resolu-
tions fromn thle Colmmittees of Supply and
Ways and 'Means to be reported and adopted
an the sain day on wIdthl they shall have
passed those Committees, and ailso the passing
of a SupplY Bill through nil its stages inl one
day.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read recommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Richardson in the
Chair,

The PR-RAHER: I move-

That there be granted to His 'Majesty omi
ac~ount of the service for time year ending
30ith June, 1931, a sum' not exceeding
£970,000.

The balance remaining from the previous
Supply, with this amount, will be suffi-
cient for two months. That is why the
amount is so small. The Leader of the
Opposition will notice that it is very small,
and that no provision is made for any ex-
penditure of loan money.

Question put and passed.

Resolutioni reported and the report

adopted.

Committee of Ways and Means.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Richardson
in the Chair,

The PREMIIER: f move-

'That towards narkinig goodl the iswupply
granted to His Majesty to tile service of thle
year enililitz 311th JIune, 193 I, a sami not ex-
evteding. Wiii1iiii, ht, grantud out of the Comil-

solidateqilttRveti Fund and £20,000 front the
U orernmejit Property Sales Pumd.

Question put and passed.

Resolution reportedi and the report
adopted.

Bill Introduced, etc.

Pursuant to the foregoing resolutions,
Bill introduced, passed through all stages
without debate, and transmitted to the
Concil.

BILLS (2)-THIRD READING.

1, Anatomy.

2, Inspection of Scaffolding Act Amend-
mnt.

ra1tnsitted to the Council.

BILL-MEAIN ROADS.

Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION-KANGAROO AND OTHER
MARSUPIAL SKINS.

To disconttinue royalties.

Debate resumned from the 17th Sen tember
on the motion by Mr. Piesso-

That in the opiion of this Rom~e the
royalties paid to the State upon01 kangaroo
anid other niarsenianl skins should he dis-
Voini111Crl.

MR. DOflY (Williams - Narrogin)
F4.531: Because of my personal knowledge
of the destructive habits of the kangaroo,
and Ibecause I have received numerous letters
seeking the abolition of the royalty on kan-
garoo skins, I am prompted to support
briefly the motion of the member for Katan-
ning (ML. Pliesse]. I feel obliged to the
lhon, memober for having submitted to the
House data essential to the considera-
tion of this important question. Hfe has
left iTs in absolutely no doubt that the
kangaroo is5 a proven pest, and by no means
a desirable memiber of the Western Austrn-
Lian fauna such as we have been in the
habit of considering the animat for many
years. I suppose we have a right to expect
Komnething like 50,000,0100 bushels from the
forthtomning crop. It may be regarded as
aL fair computation that two pe (Tnt. of

790



[1 Oc'rouLca, 1930.1

that crop is likely to be destroyed by kan-
garoos, tanunar and brush. If that is a fair
proportion, it means a million bushels, which
quantity, at 24. 6id. per bushel, represents
£1 2 5 ,000-a great deal of money to lose
from this one cause. If it should be conl-
te-nded that two per cent. is too high a pro-
portion, surely it will he admittedl that one
per cent. is inot. estimating it too libeiallv.
One per cent. represents £62,500, and that
is too great ani amount to lose, esp~ecially
when it comes wholly from profit. To cown-
pute accurately the losses fromn't pest is
'lifficult, but for miany years we havc been
in the habit of calculating the pecutiary in-
jury from this source as between £50,000
mnd ilOO0,000. I ant sure that the Treasurvir,
despite his kieenness to keep the £5,000 Ile
now gets by way of royalty, -would prefer to
see the huge stums I have quoted in circu-
lation through the State rather than see it
eaten or destroyed by the pest, for we know
full well that when the corn is ripe, a kan-
garoo destroys a great deal miore than be
eats. It is not so much a question whether
the Treasury cani al~ uli to lose the £5,004) 01
royalty. The point is that our one big
legislative duty is to presiet Vtrho continuity
and( the prosperity of" the ag-ricultural in-
dustry, and that we should endeavour to
save ats mnuch as possible of the £100,000 or
thereabouts to which I have referred. By
relinquishing the C5,000 of royalty we shall
not, naturally, save all the £100,000 ntow
being lost through the pest. I am well aware
of that. -Manifestly we cannot in one year
destroy all the kangaroos that attack our
crops. We can, however, do something to-
wards it. But, putting that on one side, it
is fair to suggest that the Treasury would
more than recoup itself froum additions to
the earnings of various departments, for
instance in the form of increased railway
freights and increased collections by way of
taxation, interest and renit. I am quite ready
to admit-the point has been raised two or
three times during- the debate-that the kan-
garoo is probably the most interesting of all
the mnemhers of the Western, Australian
fauna, and that it does seem a pity to pur-
sue the animal relentlessly. Indeed, many
people steen to think that we run a *risk
of bringing about the extinction of thie kan-
garoo by removing the royalty and other
protective measures. But that is absolute
nionsense. I am sture that never before has

die kangaroo led so right royal an exist-
en1ce as at present. Prior to the coming of
the white mlan kangaroos suffered death by
tens of thousands every year fromt hunger
awl thirst. But nowadays we look after
them with unstinted generosity. We feed
theta first with nice green crops, and later
witlh nice ripe corn topped off with an ample
supplj)y of clean water. The kangaroo is
t~howing his appreciation of the improved
times by breeding now--according to mie,,
who have knowledge of the facts-at double
the rate of olden times.

Huin. P,. Collier: Who was here in oidcn
tuntes to k-now

Mr. DONEY: We canl no longer afford
to keep the kangaroo in these luxuries. Pre-
sent times are altogether too hard. It has
become perfectly plain that the kangaroo
is an undoubted mienace. There can be no
two opinions about that matter. I now sug-
giut to the Chief Secretary-as recently I
(lid by way of question, without obtaining
any satisfaction-that it is a perfectly fair
proposition to abolish the royalty of 2d. per
lb). onl kangaroo skins, with the object of re-
phacinig it by a bonus of the same amount.
The kangaIroo is taking altogether too heavy
at toll of the farner's profits. With somle
authority I can say that the animal, bhy theL
destruction it achieves, has forced quite a
numnber of farmers into bankruptcy. Of
course, we like the kangaroo, but in ecan-
oinic self-defence we are compelled to kill
thje wtiiual. I. appeal to the Chief Secretary
to take the broadest view of the mattei. The
hoii. gentleman realises, as I am sure doecs
every hon. membher, that the agricultural in-
dustry is now iri. a most precarious condition,
and that it is the duty of the Tremtryi , a s of
evrnry other department, to shoulder its share
of the sacrifice. I can quite understand the
Government's keenness to secure the £5,000.

The Minister for Railways: Not so keen
as aboitt some other amounts we would like
to get hold of.

Mr. DONEY: I am convinced that if the
(1 overnment were to forego the royalty, it
would he in the interests, of farmers. I
appreciate the fact that the £5,000 repre-
sents complete prolit, as I uinderstand not a
penny piece is incurred in expense in col-
lecting the royalty. I quite appreciate the
view of the Government that "a bird in the
hand is worth two in. the bush."1 At the
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same time, J hope the Premier is not be-
hindihand in appreciating the benefits that
would accrue to farmers if the royalty were
abolished. If lie were prepared to adopt
the step I suggest, he would be in line with
what I believe to he the desire of every
farmer iii Western Australia. On two or
three occasions, the Chief Secretary has ex-
pressed his reluctance to abolish the royalty
in its entirety, but I sugest to him that he
might be prepared to abolish it so far as it
is applicable to the agricultural areas. That
is a reasonable proposition to put to him.
It is bad to retard production by seeking
to make a profit out of the pest in the way
the Chief Secretary is desirous of doing. I
hope sincerely that the motion will secure
all the success it deserve.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [5.3): .1
mipj)oi the motion moved by the member
for Katanning (M,%r. Piess;e). Although my
district is not affected by the ravages of the
kangaroo to the extent evident in other
parts of the State, I ant aware of the fact
that the royalty imposed ott kangaroo and
mrarsupial skins has proved a deterrent to
in desirous of destroying the pests. I
know of tour vouniz- men in my district
who went North some time ago ror the puir-
pose of kangaroo hunting, but returned as
they found thmey were unable to make it
pay. Their experience was that the good
scaoti on the M1urchison had provided so
much feed that the kangaroos were plenti-
ful, but, in view of the r-oyalty that had to
lie paid, the game was not worth following
up. It must be remembered that the royalty
applies also to opossum skins. Last year,
the Labour Government. acting perhaps on
the advice of myself and oither South-West
mnembers, declared an open season for opos-
sums in order to provide work for tuen who
wvere unemployed. The royalty on opossum
skins is- l8s. per dozen. Huindreds of men
took advantage of the artion of the Govern-
nient. They etquipped themselves with tents
a111( feed, but when they came to tot up the
results of their ventu're, they found they
had to pay a royalty of 18s. per dozen on
the skins when they were valued at from
23s4. to 25s. per dozen. Sonic11 Of the men3
hadl small bank balances and were able to
pay the royalty. I know or' three imnec
in particular. One man, who hadl been xvork-
ig, paid royalty on a hundred odd dozen.

To-day,, the skins are not worth more thou

22s. 6d., royalty paid. In such cases, the
Government should forego the royalty. I
admit that the Fisheries Department held
on to the skins for some time in expectation
of an increased price being obtainable, hut
no such fortunate sequel van be recorded.
If the motion he carried, it will represent
the loss4 of a small amount, perhaps betwcen
.4,00 and £C5,000. The member for Nar-
rogin (Mr. lDoaey) and the member for
Katanning (Mr. Piesse) have indicated the
experiences, of those who are suffering fromn
thle ravages of the pest, and if the royalty
he foregone, there will he an incentive for
men to go out and secure skins,

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury) [5.5] : I
have an open mind as to whether or not
kangaroos should he destroyed. The motion
does not seem to be in accord with the gen-
eral trend of the debate. Every member
who has spoken so far has dealt wholl 'y
and solely with time question of the kang-aroo
and, as one member stid, "his cousins."
They have left the opossum out of their
consideration altogether. The object of the
motion arises from the fact that the kan-
garoo hias been destructive, hut the opos,-
',tUnt has been left out of that category. The
thief Sec-retarY informed the House that
£ 5,000 represented a considlerale ,un of
money for the Government to forego. It
hias not been indicated how much of that
amount represents royalty on opo,,iun

MAr. M1arshall: They are not included;
the ulitutut fpl)i05 to kaimgnroo skins only.

Mr. WITHERS: The motion would heC
made more aeceptahie if it were amended
si) that opossqums, couild he dlealt with. I
tanve an amfendmnent

TI-at oftcr "skinis'' ti' Nords '4 tihisive
nil ipossuns' loe inser-ted.

HON. M. F. TROY (MAt. -Magnet)
[5,.1]; I support the motion because I live
mu an area that is devastated by kangaroos.
Anyone who has bad experience of the
ravage~z of the pest appreciates the damage
that is, done, particularly in the pastoral
areas. It has, been said that there are more
kanzaroos than sheep in the State, nd
there ig no doubt that in many parts there
are iucre kangaroos to he seen than sheep.
In a had season what feed is available is
eaten out by the kangaroos, and the sheep
starve. Should there be a thunderstorm or
a fall of rain in one part of a pastoral
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area, it is there that the kangaroos get their
feed, and the sheep and lambs suffer ac-
cordingly.

The Minister for Railways: But that has
not been the position for the last few
months only!

Ron. M. F. TROY: No, that position
has existed for the last seven or eight years.
I do not see any point in the Minister's re-
marks, unless it he a suggestion that no-
thing was done in the past to abolish the
royalty.

The inister for Railways: That would
be a reflection upon a previous Government.

Ron. NI. P. TROY: The Minister need
not bother about that. A Government sup-
posed to represent the primary producers,
should consider it their duty to take action
now that attention has been drawn to the
menace. I should think that Ministers re-
presenting largely the primary industries,
as the present Government are supposed to
do, would realise the position. The amount
imposed as a royalty is small, and I think
the Chief Secretary stated it was twopene
for reds and ninepence for greys. The
effect of that is that the hunters look for
the greys and leave the reds. The reds re-
quire as much feed as the greys, and so the
evil continues.

The Minister for Works: The reds will
turn grey as they grow older.

Hon. M. F. TROY- That is exceedingly
funny, and cowing from a man who has
become a Minister, must have our respect!
Ministers are entitled to be jocular and if
a Minister is humorous, he should demon-
strate it when he is in the 'House. We
woild be sorry if Ministers did not show
their brilliancy in being humorous, so the
remark of the Minister for Works naturally
muszt be expected! The royalty on 100
skins of the red kangaroo amounts to
16s- 8d., and that is the cost of ammunition.
In former days a number of men, both
young and old, resorted to kangaroo hunt-
ing for a living. They were backed up by
the storekeepers and, as I have already in-
dicated, the amount of royalty represented
to them the cost of their ammunition. A
little while ago, I saw a number of young,
fellows in the hack country, and one of them
told me he had been an apiculturist. He had
been in the Swan Valley but could not make
a living there, and therefore took to kan-
garoo hunting. He did not have a turn-out,
sulky or horse, or even a bicycle. He had

a bag of flour and some bacon at one well,
and similar supplies at another well five
miles away. One day he hunted in the vicin-
ity of one well and the next day at the other
well. He said, "If I had a bicycle, I could
get a good living." I said to him, "You
are certainly having a hard life," to which
he replied, "It is better than knocking about
the country looking for work. There is a
living in it for me." There are a number of
such men who are not prepared to go to
Blackboy but have remained in the back
country where they are earning a living.
The payment of 16s. 3d. per hundred skins
is a matter of importance to them. Irre-
spective of what Governments in the past
may or may not have donle, the conditions
to-day are such that a number of men, who
have been dismissed from stations owing to
present-day conditions, have not come to
town but hnve remained outback. They are
the type of men essential for the back coun-
try, and Western Australia should do what
is possible to keep them there, for they will
then be available for work on stations when
necessary. Those men are hunting foxes,
kang-aroos aind dingoes, and should he en-
couraged. They are making tucker and are
better employed there than at Blackboy,
waiting for a job. I commend that phase
of the question to the Minister for Rail-
ways. The devastating work of the kan-
garoo is nothing new, and the economic
position to-day suggests that men who are
willing to remain in the back country, en-
deavouring to cope with the pest, should re-
ceive every encouragement from the coun-
try. The Government would do a far
greater service to the State if they kept
those men employed on that job and so
enable them to keep away from Blackhoy.

M. MARSHALL (Murchison--on amend-
ment) [5.15] -I desire to support the
amendment. 'Members have been debating
a motion for the removal of the royalties on
kangaroo skins, while the motion itself con-
tains such phraseology as 'would involve the
removal of the royalty from opossum skins
also. And that would he grabbed by the
Government as an excuse for modifying in
smnall measure the original intentions of the
mover of the motion. If -we allowed the
motion to be submitted to the Chamber in
its original form, we would be voting more
or less in the dark, because we do not know
exactly what amount of royalty the Govern-
ment receive for opossum. skins; and prob-
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ably it would be fatal to the motion if we
permite opossum skins impliedly to re-
main in it. Therefore I will support the
amendment. I think the Chaimber will be
satisfied if we can induce the Government
to remove the royalty onl skins of kangaroos
and marsupials other than opossums.

MR. BROWN (l'ingelly-oa amend-
ment) [5.17]: 1 have already spoken to the
motion, and I wish to oppose the amend-
ment. In my previous remarks I favoured
the abolition of the royalty on opossum
skins, for the reason that hundreds of men
would then be able to earn a crust. Opos-
suims are very numerous in Western Aus-
tralia and there is not the slightest fear of
their extermination. We cannot wipe them
out altogether because, whenever they be-
come scarce, the trappers refuse to waste
time hrapping them. It is for the purpose
of finding work for the unemployed that I
favour the removal of the royalty from
opossum skins.

Mr. 11. W. Mlann: But there is no sale
for opossum skins.

Amendment put and passed.

HON. W. D. JOHNSON (Guildford-
Midland) [5.18] 1 desire to oppose the
motion as amended, because I believe we
are approaching this subject in too limited
a fashion. We are dealing with a matter
of some moment to the State; we are deal-
ing with an income to the State running
into many thousand, of pounds. While
the royalty charge is certainly an impost on
thoso that market the skins, still the amount
is so small as compared with the actual
value of the commodity-whlich, after all,
the State produces-that I am not prepared
to say the State is getting sufficient out of
it. At the same time I am satisfied that the
kangaroo shooter, the man who really 1)o-
duces the skins, is not getting anything like
reasonable value for the commodity he is
pr-oducing.

Mr. lDoney: You are in favour of still
further reducing it?

lon. W DA JOHNSON: I am in favour
of dealing with this matter in a broader
way than is proposed by the motion. If we
remove the royalty charges we shall be pen-
alising the State still further-and the State
is already being over-penalised in regard
to this matter generally. For the year

ended the 30th June last 185,0001 red skins
were produced. I am dealing with the red
skin first, because that is the most valuable.

Mr. Doney: Oh, no.
Ion. W. 1). JOHNXSON: Yes, the red

skin is the most valuable skin. That is the
Nortb-We,t skin. To-day the grey skin
of the South-West is not altogether mr-
ketable, certainly is not saleable to the ex-
tent that the red skin is. For instance, the
grey skini is worth a little less than 2s. 6id,
Per Ibi: and in wveight it averages a little
more than a pound. The red skin weighs
oil all average one pound, and is readily
marketable. Over 185,000 red skinls were
marketed last year, up to tile 30th June.
Putting- their value at 2s. 6d. per lb.-really
they are worth a little more than that-and
"-ith each skinu averaging a pound in weight,
their value to the State was £23,125. And
there were over 98,000 grey skins marketed.
Putting their weight at 1.4 lbs. and their
value at 2s. 6d. per lb-they are not worth
quite that to-day--we get a total value of
£15,312, or an aggregate value of kangaroo
skins of £38,437. Those are figures that
should wake the House seriously consider
whether we are dealing with the subject
inl the mannter that the State requires when
we -simply limit our consideration to thle
question whether or not there should be a
royalty charge upon the skins. People
argue--and it sounds all right until we in-
vestigate it-that we declare kangaroos to
he vermin, and then turn rounid and ask men
to Pay a royalty for the privilege of destroy-
ing them; in other words, we ask mei to
pay a royalty for the skins they get as the
result of destroying vermin. As I say, it
sounds all right, but wvhen we come to ap-
preciate the value of the skills, and the value
those skins might be to this country, one
night prloperly ask whether we are dealing
with this matter in the manner in which it
should lie dealt with. I think we have to
come to the (conclusion that the State is not
getting sufficient in the royalty it is receiv-
ing to-day.

Mr. MeLarty interjected.
Hon. IV. D. JOHNSON: Well, it is ques-

tionable. I am speaking fromt the north-
western point of view. I was in the Gas-
coyne district during the elections, and I
found that the great burning political ques-
tion in Gascoyne at that time was the dual
question of the marketing of kangaroo skins,
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and the royalty charges. At all political
meetings of all parties the kangaroo shoot-
ers, were very persistent in eliciting canidi-
dates' opinions as to the royalty on kangaroo
skins.

The 31inister for Railways: Did they
limit their questions to that?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: As a matter of
fact they did, until I thought it would be
at goond idea to get all those chaps together
%nd secure from them further information
than it is possible to gather while listening
to speeches on a vote of thanks at a politi-
cal meeting. My object in getting themi to-
gether wats that I might further understand
the question so that I might use the infor-
mation here and in other places, and pos-
sil influence the kagaroo shooters as to
the best course to adopt with a view to get-
tmgl a rentedy for their disabilities. On go-
ig further into the question I found that
lte i-ovalty represented hut a small expense
as Pompared with the enormous amount of
marketing charges imposed upon the kan-
garoo skins. After I had analysed the in-
formation gained from the kangaroo shoot-
e,-s-who, after all, knew very little about
the marketing side of the question, and
do not say that I know too much about it
to-day-I very soon ascertained that their
rievance was, not against the Govrnmnnt
Iec-ause of tlie royalty charge, but rather
against the Government and those in au-
thority for not protecting them from the
exploitation of those people using kangaroo
skins in various ways for personal profit.
It is interesting to follow the kangaroo skin
in the pro~ess of marketing Most kan-
garoos are killed by rifle bullets, but to an
extent, unfortunately, in the North-West
they are poisoned. I think it a crime to
poison kangaroos. There should be some
bctter method than poisoning what is un-
doubtedly a marketable product. When a
kangaroo is poisoned, the skin, unless it is
inimediately removed while the flesh is still
warm, is of considerably less mnar-ket
Value than if the rifle had been used. In
the South-West, when the skin is produced
by the shooter it is in mosj instances taken
to the local storekeeper-, who buys it and
then sends it to one of the selling hb-okers.
These are Mlessrs. Goldsbrongh. M{ort,
Messrs. Elder- Smith, Messrs. Dalgety's, and
the Westralian Far-mer-s. They are all
puriely middlemen. Not often do we find

a co-operative organisatiou operating with
other middlemen, for it is a function of the
co-operative movement to cut out middle-
men. But unfortunately the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. operate with other brok-
ers r-egarded as skin brokers and dealing
in skins and hides generally. Those brokers
take delivery of skins from the storekeeper,
or even direct from the shooter. For in-
stance, in Carn-arvon the skins are taken by
the kangaroo shooter to either of the skin
lbiolers-and the three firms operating up
ther- ale Goldsbrough Alort, Elders, and
lDalgetys-who advance a certain amonowt
against the skins, or buy them outright.
'ihiese skins are then sent to Fremantle,
where there are three lirnns operating . Those
firms prepare the skins for sale to another
set of middlemen. They are then passed on
to 11. E. 2l1offlin & Co., Chas. Horman, or
Wilcox, 1lofflilI, Ltd., eonnntsio brokers.
No. otie else is in competition wvitl them.
They deal directly with the broke-rs who
RcecEIve the skils fromn the kangaroo shooters.
They' do Riot al ways receive skinls direct from
the first buying brokers, because in many
eases the local storekeeper also gets a com-
mission. Three firms in Fremantle obtain
possession of the skins and, I understand,
lIo a certain amiount of work to them, though
what it is I do not know exactly. The skins
are then sent to the firm of Booth & Co. in
Sydniey. and that company also obtain a
certain percentage of the proceeds for
what they do. 'We followed the skins
from the local storekeeper to the re-
ceiv-ing brokers, or the first brokers.
The skuns al-e then sent to another
set of brokers in Fremantle, who pass thenm
on to Booth & Co. in Sydney. I understand
that the Sydney firmn send them direct to
America. The nmbner of skins that go to
London is very limited.

The Minister for Railways: America is
the real market for them.

lon. AN. I). JOHNSON: America has the
monopoly over them. When the skins go
to America they are handied by three firms.
'These are known as the Surplus Leather Co.
of New Yol-k, Richard Young & Co. of New
York, and Zeigelezinan of New York. I
roimsed, when in Carnarvon, to endeavour

to g et to the lbottonm of the marketing diffi-
culty, to ascertain if there was not some
li,-cct means of disposing of the skins with-
out passilng them through all the channels.
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eath of which exacts some toll upon themn.
My object is to endeavour to avoid all un-
necessary commiission, and to enable direct
communication to be establishled between the
shooter at Carniarvon and the user in any
part of the world where skins of this kind
find a market. It is quite a simple matter,
after some investigation, to follow the skinls
until they reach America, but I tried in vain
to findl out what becomnes of the leather and
what its relative value is compared with
other leather. It is most remarkable, but it
seoum., impioss~ible to find out anything about
that side of the hu.- iness. Everyone I have
gone to has passed me oii to somebody else,
and I hiave now exhauLsted all possible means
to discover anything to assist me in this
direction. 1 have got into touch -with M1essrs.
Pearce Bros. at 'reiantle. Mr. Ken
Pearse became quite interested. He told ine
that at one time the firm were buyers of
kangaroo skinls, and bail tanned them quite
successfully. Hle said they had great diffi-
culty ini Selling the leather in Australia, that
it was too expensive and too valuable for
the Australian market. Whatever the causes
were, they were unable to market the skins,
and they gave up trying to handle them.
They also told nit they could not assist inc
to ascertain the real -value of the leather.
They pointed out, what I had discovered
before, that practically all the skinis went to
America, but that what happened to them
when they arrived there they did not know.
They could not help ine to ascertain the
actual value of the prepared article. I also
found that a couple of skins that had been
tanned and dressed hadl beeni sent beck to
Fremantle by one of the Amierican firms to
demonstrate the difference between the skin
that is properly dried and that which is imi-
properly dried. For a long time the shooter
in the 'North-West dried his skins i the
sun. A sun-dried skin is munch inferior to
at shade-dried -.kill. The shooters are now
taking spcial paitis to dtry the skinls pro-
perly, because it has. been demonstrated to
them that a Skinl depreciates very much when
sun-dried. This, firm sent the skins to shoxx
how the diying affected the quality, after
the tanning had been vonipleted. I was inl-
formed by those who had seen the skins that
there mighit be about a foot square of decent
leather inl the sun-dried hide, but that the
rest hadi ll depreciated hecause the skin

hail nuot beell properly drieid aftvr being le-
moved from thet animial. flu the other hand
te! .hade-di ied skin wa. a complete Piece
it leather Which was till useful. I was told
there wa- a remarkable difference between
the two, kinds4 of skins. r understood ii 'm
Alr- Ken l'earse that he had either .eti
the skins or had soime knowledge of theimi.
He tomld jitc ho knew that the skins which
his firm had treated at North Fremntle
were equal to if net superior to those whichl
hadii 1ve i,vns~lt baick froiM AmLerica. IlP 11)11-

vcvoml to ine tIme- impres;sion that the tfill at
Not lmniantle had no trouble iti tanning

~miid dressing the skins, and that they com-
pared favourably with the tanning- and dress-
ing that were done in America. What I
hay, endeavoured to find out is the relative
value ot the tanned or dressed skin, eoin-
pared with ordinary leather, so that I can
ascertain wvhat our skins were worth to us
in Western Australia, and what the skills
dressed arl tanned were worth inl America.
The answer, however, is not forthcoming,
and there senis to lie lie way of getting it.
We reuire someone to hike a keen interest
in the marketing side of this product. The
k-angaroo skill industry is likely to prove of
great value. It is certainly probable that
it will Ia~t a greet number of years, because
tlie. kangaroos are incereasing despite all the
shooting that takes, place.

Mr. I amiond: They are incmreasing very
fast.

lion. W. 1). JOHNSON :I ]ave been told
that thc kangaroos are fast becoming wore
valuable than the shteep whose pastures they
eat. The way things are going now we may
arrive at a stage when we can profitably
handle anmd market the skins, and wheni they
may lie wmmire valuable than sheep. Of
course I would rather see at return to the
(lays when the wool and sheep were of
g-reatrcr valor. I would like some authority
to go into the question and see whether we
cannot prevent the export of kangaroo skins.
We should exploit the world's markets for
the purpiose of selling kangaroo leather. I
hare met people ,who have heen in America,
andl who had the opportunity to gain :omie
information on the subjeet. They have told
ine that kangaroo leather is used for the
uippers or tops of ladies' shoes, for toe
manufacture of ladies' handbags, and for a
speial kind of hoot that is used exteniely
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by the lumber wen employed in the lumber
works in America. Thle climiatic conditions
are very severe onl ordinary leather boots,
and the lumber men therefore find it more
prolit-abie to buy kangaroo leather. The
kangaroo leatlhei' has a longer life, and I am
informed that hoots made of it fetch be-
tween £4 and £5 a pair.

Mr. LAmond: I understand that in the
manufacture of aeroplanes, where a special
quality leather is required, the kangaroo
product is used.

lon. W, D. JOHNSON: Thle statement
I have made about hoots is more or less
common knowledge. There seems to be no
way of getting hold of any literature or
report,; to enable me to arrive at a correct
estimate of how thle leather is used, what
the world's consumption is, and what the
value of the skins that are produced in
Australia reallY represents. In the circum-
stances I claim we are producinga a valu-
able article for the United States. "Manu-
facturers there seem to be using it very
successfully, and to have a monopoly of it.
This monopoly is due to the fact that we
have been foolish enough to send away the
skins. What we ought to do is to organise
this activity so that the skins shall not be
exported, but that when they have been
properly tanned and dressed then only

shudthey he exported. No one, however.
is interested in the market. That is one of
the great problems. with nearly all our com-
modities.

The Minister for Railways: What is
wrong with another pool?

Hon. W. D3. JOHNSON: I would not mind
that. It is quite a practicable proposition.
Unless some organisation is established to
attend to the marketing of these products,
we shell go on losing money and the ex-
ploitation of them will continue. If we
bad a complete marketing organisation we
could test out the manrkets of the world.
To-day we send our kangaroo skins to
America and that country mnakes the profit.
I do not know whether we could sell kan-
garoo hides or leather in France. That
country, T am assured, uses a large quantity
of kangaroo leather. This information only
comnes from the nian in the street, but, if
it is so, America is getting commission on
thle sales which ought to be coming to Aus-
tralia. The money represented by those
profits would help this State in the way of
increased royalty and a more fitting reward
to the kangaroo shooter. Other nations may

also be interested in this type of leather.
Czecho-Slovakia is becoming a big producer
of boots. I read an article recently out-
lining the wonderful development of the
boottnakiag industry in that country. The
article explained that ninny of the citizens
of that part of Europe had gone to America,
and ware being employed extensively in the
making of boots in the factories there, and
after they became tioficient some of them
drifted back to their country. We know
that after the war Caehbo-Slovakia became
a nation; they established factories and the
men who hiad their training in America
wer-e brought back to carry gut their work
in their own country, and so to-day Czecho-
Slov-akia is competing against America. I
amn of the opinion. that a great deal of the
raw material that is used in different parts
of the world to-day could be sent direct
from this country if we had the marketing
side of the business properly organised. I
have no desire to labour the question but I
know from experience in respect of other
commodities that we shall never get a
proper idea of the consumption of given
auticles from Australia until we get some
central organisat ion instituted for the pur-
pose of securing maximum results. It can
be understood that the Westralian Farmers
Ltd. get their 5 per cent. commission for
handling the skin between the kangaroo
shooter and the merchant.

Mfr, H. W. Mann: They make an advance
against it.

Hon. W. D. JOHINSON: I know they
get 5 per cent. commission for what they
do. Mofflin & Co. get another 5 per cent.
commission and so much for services ren-
dered; the firm of Charles Rorman also get
something and then Wilcox & Mofhin get
their commission as well. In America there
is further commission to be paid and
America distributes the skins throughout
the world. It can be realised what an
enormous amount would be saved in com-
parison to the full value of the skin if we
could cut out some of the commissions. It
ought to be quite a simple matter to
orgaiiise this industry. We could say
that the skins would not be sent to
America for treatment, but that we
would treat them ourselves. Let me quote
the export of wheat. This was done by
wheat firms for generations, and the wheat
producers did not know the amount of toll
they were paving. It was, all unnecessary,
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but they were not interested in the matter
of investigating any of the details of the
handling of wheat in Italy and other pails
of the world. Ll they were concerned
about was the securing of markets for the
wheat and they got into touch with agents
ia Prance, Italy and Germany, sold the
wheat and paid the agents their cosmuis-
sion. As to whether the imposts were un-
fair and were capable of being removed, the
farmers were not interested and no one
bothered about investigating the snbject,. I
remember attending one of the first meet-
ings of the wheat pool and when we got
onr balance sheet it was found that theme
were commissions for this, brokerage for
that, and other brokerages and other com-
missions. I went through them all, totalled
them up and asked 'Mr. Mlonger, the chair-
man, to explain why we had to pay all
these commissions. Mr. Monger said, "'Why
we pay them we do not know, but we have
to pay." I said, "Surely to goodness you
can explain something abont the services
rendered," and the reply I got was that
it would be very difficult to explain the
position, hut it was necessary to put the
wheat through ordinary channels and there
wvas so much handling. All1 that is changed
to-day hy the pooling of the wheat. We
got the producer himself interested in the
marketing. The producer became critical
of the various items of expenditure. We
went to the expense of siending a producer
to London to investigate matters, to see
where it would be possible to cut out a lot
of the commissions paid to the agents and
the brokerage charges, and to arrange that
wve should deal more directly with the con-
sumiers. We found that certain possibilities
were there, provided we took certain action,
and we reduced the cost of marketing con-
siderably by cutting out certain penalties
that were imposed on the products, all
through want of attention on the part of
those who previously did the marketing.
We also sent the samne man to Italy to in-
vestigate, a lot of the disabilities we were
sutffering fromn in that country. We found
that the out-turns in Italy were very diffi-
cult to get, hut without going into details
1 need only inform hon. members that -we
c-reated an organiation in Italy to protect
the producers' interests, with the result that
we removal a lot of the disabilities and
saved many hundreds of thousands of
pounds to the lprOdlier. All that became

possible becau,.e we had all interested or-
ganisat ion. That organisation does not
work on comnmission and the wheat pool is
there to give bervice to the producers and
to fulfil their obligation of looking after
the producers' interests. The pool inve~i-
gates details and removes faults, with the
result that the producers get far better re-
turns. The kangaroo shooter might be
said to be in the same position as the wheat
farmevrs were before they organised. There-
fore, just as it was good that the farmers
niganised to miarket their wheat, so it should
he good to establish an organisation to
prevent the exploitation of the kangaroo
shooter by the middleman. If some method
is adopted by which we can prevent the ex-
ploitation of the activities of the shooter
who to-day is earning very little but is pro-
ducing a ver~y valuable article, we shall do
some good. I intend to oppose the motion
and to urge those who desire to assist the3
shooters that they should investigate the
marketing question and try to influence
public opinion and members of Parliament
i:L the direction I have suggested. The only
way to do it is to hare tlhe skins tanned
and treated in Australia. Kangaroo leather
is a unii(juce article; it is really the best
leather in the world, so I am assured by an
authority. Consequently where we have the
liest, we can do something that would he
of advantage to the kangaroo shooter and
the industry. To-day there are too many
exploiting the industry, and I venttue thq
opinion that as a result of this disnaion
something will be done and the shooter will
awaken to the fact that it is not the royalty
that is keeping him poor. hot the middle-
man's charges and that he is paying
too much to the middleman and get-
ting too little for his labour.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
(lion. J. Scaddan-Mlaylands) [5.55]:- The
desire of' the mover of the motion is that
s;ouie actioll should lie taken to reduce the
numiber of kangaroos that are apparently
doing damnage to the crops and are a men-

ev tn the lpastorulists in the North-West.
I would like to aqk members whether the
kanigaroo shooter is likely to go out and
destroy an additional number of kangaroos
it the royalty is removed, and if he gets 2d.
per skin mtore than he is receiving to-day.
D~o minanr not realise the fact that if the
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kau~arou shooter kilL more lit will prob-
ably reduce the market value of the skin,
not by 2d., but by perhaps Gd. or Is. Thus
instead of getting more out of the destruc-
tion of kangaroos we shall probably find
that fewer men ilil be out &,hooting.

Mr. floney: That is assumption.
The -MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It

is not assumiption; it is proved by past ex-
perience in regard to marsupial skins. Re-
rently in Victoria there was declared an open
season for the very purpose suggested by
some hon. members in this House, namely,
to find work for unemployed in the trapping
of opossumns. It was thought that this
would be a profitable business, and so
it was for a period, but only a short
period. As soon as it -was discovered
that a greater number of opossums was
coming forward, the price immediately fell.
Those who really got the advantage were
the agents referred to by the member for
Cruildford. Exactly the same people handle
opossum skins and kangaroo skins, and as
sooa as they know that the royalty has been
taken off and that a greater niumb.3 of men
will engage in shooting, the same thing will
happen here as happened in Victoria. The
underlying purpose of the motion is to get
an additional number of kangaroos killed,
but they will not be killed unless the skins
can be marketed. If we get hdditional men
out we shall have additional skins, and not-
withstandinig that there will not be a roy-
alty, the result, as I have pointed out, wvill
he of no advantage to anybody. If hon,
members are serious about marsupials being
a menace, let those marsupials be treated as
such, but members should riot ask the State
to do something in the way of losing rev-
eniue and losing trade. The royalty dloes not
affect the qjuestion of the kangaroos if re-
garded as vermin. What I am trying to
explain is that the roniedy suggested %%ill not
lie effective; the marsuipials that are a men-
ace will niot be destroyed. If they are vermin
what is proposed will have no effect at all.

-Member: Why will it not be effective"

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
There would have to be a great number of
skins put on the market. Suppose we
doubled the number of men engaged in hunt-
ing kangaroos.

Mr. Willeock: Would not your argument
apply to production costs in every indus-
try ?

The MIENISTERl FOR RAILWAYS:
Not at all, because there is at limited mar-
icet.

lon. If. P. Troy: Who said there is a
limjited market I

The M1INISTER FOR RAILWVAYS:
!1ht MIneber for Ouildford-Midland said so.

Hon. M. F. Troy: How do you know?
The UINI STUR FOR RAILWAYS:

That is what I expected. The bon. member
will not take the word of the meniber for
Ginildford-Mid land on a subject he has in-
vestigated. The member for Mt. Magnet
has not investigated the question of mar-
keti img. Quite the reverse. The member for
Guildford-MNidland went to Garnarvon and,
during the election campaign, heard some
comments about the vermin known as kan-
garoos. Ile investigated the mnatter and dis-
covered that the important question was one
not of royalty, but of marketing.

Eoa. MW. F. Troy: The same is'said about
wheat and wool to-day.

The IM1NI STER, FOR RAIILWAYS:
There is no analogy between those coin-
niodities and kangaroo skins. We are cul-
tivating wheat for marketing purposes, aiid
we are producing wool. for marketingr pur-
poses. If we over-produce, the market will
be affected. I do not think the production
of wheat in Western Australia or in Auis-
tralia affects, the world's market to any ex-
tent. The member for Guildford-Mfidland
said that, as a result of his investigation, he
u-as satisfied that the marketing of mar-
supial skins was controlled by three firms in
New York, and that as; soon as grecat quan-
tities of skins were put on the Market, those
firms would reduce the price to the pro-
ducers in this State . If we removed the 2d.
royalty and sent out twice the number of
men. to destroy what ha3 been described as
verinn' they would have to depend upon
the marketingl of the skins.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is pure pessim-
'sill.

The IMSTEH FOR RAILWAYS- I
ami not at all pessimistic. The member for
Katanning who submitted the motion does
not want us to lose what we are receiving
for royalty. He wants removed what he con-
siders is a bar to the destruction of vermin,
and the only way in which he suggests that
bar can he removed is by taking off the 2d.
per skin. I declare definitely that if we in-
creased the price to the extent suggested by
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the member for Mt. Magnet and secured
additional skins and destroyed the vermin,
we would affect the market value of t he
skins to a greater extent than would the
royalty, and would not attain the result de-
sired by the member for Katanning. The
mnember for Guildford-3lidland has stated
the cas;e fairly. According to his figures,
which I believe are correct, the export value
of marsupial skins was over £33,000 last
year, but the State received only a little
over £5,000 by way of royalty.

Mr. H. WV. M3ann: Ts not that a fair per-
centage?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
take the view that,' for whatever we produce
for use overseas, we should demand by, all
means in our power the highest possible
price.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Kangaroo skins
are listed on somewhat similar lines as was
sandalwood soine years ago.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is right, and the buyer is not so sleepy
as somne members would have us believe.
Time removal of the royalty would not ease
the position from the standpoint of destroy-
ing vermin. It could not possibly have that
effect. Who actually pays the royalty? Is
it the shooter or the man wvho captures or
poisons the kangaroo! He does not pay
the royalty-

Mr. Honey: But hie would get the higher
price.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not admit that at all. I believe that if
the royalty were doubled, the price placed
on the kangaroo skins exported would be
raised to that extent, The member for
flnildfo,-d-Midland instanced how we over-
came some of the difficulties presented by
the overseas muarket for sandalwood. There
was a timie when sandalwood paid 'only 5s.
per ton royalty, and it was vigorously
claimed in this Chamber that if we at-
tempted to increase the royalty, the market
overseas would be destroyed. That was
merely an ass4ertioni, but there was nobody
in a position to deny it at the time. It was
said that if we imposed a royalty of £2 or
S3 a ton, the getter would lie the loser. 'We
have had seven years' experienee of a roy-
alty, not of .5s. per ton but of £0 per to n,
and the getter is receiving more to-dIay than
when sandnlwood earriegda royalty 'of s.
per ton. That rpesnlteti fromn our' organising
the market.

lion. W. D,. Johnson: That is so: it is
due to organisation.

The MI1NISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the mnember for Katanning investigated the
question, hie would discover that there is a
serious monopoly handling these valuable
skins. They are valuable skins, for leather
manufacture. The remarkable thing is that
we produce not only the kangaroo skins and
export them in the raw, but we also pro-
duce the tannin and export that overseas,
in order that the skins may be converted
inito leather. Then the leather is sent hack
here for local use.

,%ri. Sleeman: It is as bad as the agricul-
tural machinery position.

MNr. Doney- : Do you consider that the de-
mnand is fully supplied?

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think it is.

Mr. Doney: You think there is room for
mnarketing1 mnore s;kins.

The MINISTERl FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, hut quite a number of commodities
lprodueed in different parts of the world are
so vontrolled by market operations that the
lprice is kept up to a certain point, whereas
if there was a free market available, the
Whole, induistry would probably be killed.
Somne timie ago wve were advised of the
price of a certain mnineral. Someone in the
North-West wrote down inquiring whether
the published statement regarding the mar-
ket prive of the mineral was con-ect, If so,
lie, asked us to get into touch with the Agent
(General and ascertain what quantity the
market would take. We did so. We found
that the Price quoted was correct, but we
eould not sell a ton of it. It waq estimated
by the writer that 100 tons a mionth could
be produced. The market was held by cer-
tain individuals who had a world monopoly,
aind they kept the prilce up for their own
benefit, because the amjount they received
on a percentage basis for marketing the
commodity was greater by virtue of the
higher world price maintained by their con-
troL- If we had sent 100 tons of the corn-
mnodity, it would have killed the market.

MAr. Lamnond: That is a different proposi-
tion. There was only one firmn dealing with
that mineral.

Thv mrIJs'rEII FORl RAILWAYS:
And pratically only one firmn is handling
this leather, I an advi'-ed that the three
finns in New York operate side by side, that
they limit the quantity placed on the mar-
ket. that they have a definite understanding
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as to the quantity they will take, the quan-
tity they will deliver and where they will
deliver,

Mr. Willeock: An honourable under-
standing.

Thle MINItSTER FOR RAILWAYS:
-Call it what we like, that is the position.

Mr. Munsie: Iii years gone by kangaroo
skins were tanned in Australia.

The 'MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so and they are still being& tanned,'
bitt only a relatively small number. The
point I wish to emphasise is that the mem-
ber for Katanning is seeking to attain some-
thing that will 'tot be achieved by his
method. If it canl be shown that marsupials
should he treated as vermin, let them be de-
clared vermin, and let us find ways aiod
means to destroy themn. His proposal, how-
ever, will not give that result. It is imnpos-
sible. The amount of the royalty is so
slight that, if we removed it, there would be
no advantage unless there was a tremendous
increase in the number of kangaroos killed
ad skins marketed, and that would have
the effect. of reducing the market value by
much more than the amount represented by
the royalty.

r.Piesse: Would you rebate the royralty?

The MIINISTER. FOR RAILWAYS:
Will the hon- member say that a rebate of
the royalty to the men employed in killing
kangaroos would he sufficient inducement
for hunters to go out, without marketing
the skins? He knows that no one would go
out killing kangaroos in numbers, and thus
remove this so-called menace, unless he was
paid something in addition to what would
be available as a result of rebating the roy-
alty. The hunter mnust get the market value
for the skins.

Mr. Wilicock: The ammunition would
cost him as much as the royalty.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: Of
course it would. It is possible to get the
kangaroos killed only by having a market
available for the skinls. The prices on the
market must be sufflicient to encourage men
to go out and earn a livelihood in that way.
A greater number of kangaroos will not be
killed merely by our taking off the royalty.
It is necessary also to introduce some
method by which the market value of the
skins will be increased.

M1r. H. W. Mann: Or find a new market
for thle skins.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Why not direct our attention to the
question of securing a better price for the
skins? To accomplish that would be of
value from the point of view of thle State,
as well as f rom the point of view of de-
stroying vermin. We should obtain the
last possible penny for every commodity
'ye export. Having shown that mar-
supials are a muenace, we should endeavour
to secure a better export value for the skins,
and if we can succeed in that, it should lead
to a reduction in the number of kangaroos
that are doing damage in the country dis-
tricts.

Sitting .su.vended front 6.15 to 7.30 p.m.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning-in reply)
(7.30]: When 1~ moved this idtiont the
outstanding object I had in view was to
assist farmers and settlers who were sulf-
fering as, the result of the depradations of
marsupials, particularly kangaroos in the
wheat areas. The debate has brought oat
certain information that was new to me.
Although I understood that the kangaroo
was very destructive in the North-West, I
liad 210 idea there were so many of them in
that part of the State. The matter resolves
itself into whether it is more important for
Parliament to zive greater consideration to
the kang-aroo industry, or to the pastoral
and farming industries. If it is the inten-
tion of the Government to foster the kan-
garoo industry, we might at least expect
somne protection through Government de4A
partments. This is a very serious matter.
Whilst I agree that the Treasurer may be
loth to forego any of the revenue he de-
rives from the royalty, which amounts to
about £5,000 UL year, I cannot refrain from
Pointing out that onl a moderate estimate
the wlieatgrowvers mast be suffering to the
extent of £45,000 to £50,000 a yea'r. ft is
1hard to estimate the loss in exact figures, hut
I ihiak that would be a moderate compu-
tation. Apart from that loss there is all the
worry, anxiety and expense sustained by
the settlers, more particularly in the early
stages of their operations. I have no desire
to deprive the Treasury of money at these
times, because all available revenues are re-
quired to carry on the services of the coun-
try. In the course of his remarks the M1in-
ister might have given us some assurance
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that an effort would be made to alleviate the
sufferings, distress and loss sustained by the
settlers. They might have suggested that
whilst they were not in favour of foregoing
the royalty from the killing of kangaroos,
they were prepared to declare certain areas
as; vermnin districts, and either forego the
royalty there or offer a bonus for the de-
struction of the vermin. Kangaroos are in-
creasing greatly in number, and are likely
to go on increasing if something is not done
to prevent it. The point I have tried to
make is that the royalty hps deterrer! the
destruction of these marsupials. 'rh Mfin-
ister was hardly logical when he said that
the royalty did not affect the position. Ac-
cording to his line PC arunt, if the
royalty were increased the price of kangaroo
skins would automatically increase. If the
royalty were taken off, however, the kan-
garoo shooters would have a better c-hasce
of making a living, and more kangaroos
would be destroyed. The House is indebted
to the member for Guildford-Midlond for his
remarks. It is interesting to know that this
industry is likely to develop into one
of considerable value. For many years past
the kangaroo has been of great assistance
not only to those who have been engaged in
killing them for a livelihood, but because
they have furnished food for the settlers. In
the early days the pioneers depended a great
deal upon that source of food supply. The
hon. member illustrated the value of the in-
dustry, but he did not enlighten the House
as to how we were going- to relieve the suf-
ferings of those who were affected by the
damage that was being done to their crops.
The object of my motion is to endeavour to
secure for the people immiediate relief.
Arc 'ye going to wait until the kangaroo
industry is further developed, during
which time our settlers will continue to suf-
fer heavy losses? Surely we should treat
this as an urgent matter. 1 should be quite
prepared to accept an assurance from the
Minister that immediate steps will bi,. taken
to remedy the position. I want to know how
the Government stand in this matter. I
would not have cared if the motion had been
postponed for at month or two until in-
quiries could have been made. It would not
have east very mtuch to appoint one o1- two
responsible officers to make invc:tigaitions

into the damage that has been done. Th.
member for (iuildford-Mlidland sho,%t-d that
the skinls wvere valuable, and suggested that
the Government should encourage the pro-
duction of the kangaroo. D~a, would be
all right so long as damage was riot being'
enused to our primary industries. ''have
proved, and other members have proved,
that an enormous amount aof damage is being
done. The hon. member niight equally wvell
have argued that it would be profitable to
increase the production of foxes. A fox's
skin is quite valuable, and is becoming mocre
valuable as times goes on. Nothing is mole
destructive to sheep or lambsl than a fox,
and few things do greater damage to crops
than kangaroos. The marsupials range ever
veryv wide areas, and are occupying pas-
tures that could be better employed in the
feeding of sheep and lamlbs. Raaraos
eat all the dainty bits of the feed and de-
prive the sheep of their means of sustenance.
I have no wish to ridicule the Government,
but I cannot help saying that they should
look after their kangaroos. If kangaroos
were looked upon as stock in the ordinary
sense, they could be pr-osecuted for trespass.
If it is wise iii the interests of the State
to set about increasing the production of
kangaroos, it would be equally wise for the
Governmnent to segregate them in one part
of the State, uponL unoccupied land. keep
themt .ft the private holdings, and render
assistance to the farmiers to enable them to-
do it. I do not wish this motion to be the
ineans oft depriving the (joverument of any
revenue. I thought that possibly some pro-
posal would he advanced by the Mlinister
to the end that the abolition of the royalty
might lie made to apply to that portion of
the Stnte whbich is most seriously affected,
namlely, the special areas withinL the South-
West. I hope tile moittioni will be carried so
that the Government way be directed at the
earli possible mnoment to deal wth these
harniful marsupials.

Question as amended put, tid a division
taken with the followimtr result:

Ayes .-

Noes; -

- - -. 20

-- .. 15

1im litv for 5
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Brown
Collier
Cunningham
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Laomond
Littey
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Marshall
McCallum,
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Barnard
Ferguson
Griffith$
Hegney
Johnson
Keenan
Lath am
Lindsay

Ats.
Mr.
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Mr.
Sir
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.
Mr.

Millington
Munsle
Paglon
Patrick
Please
Raphael
Wansbrough
Wells
willock
Wilman

'Wrester.)

H. W. Mann
James Mitchell
Richardson
Sacipso.
Sleeman
J. H. Smith
North

(Teller.)

Question as amended thus p)assed.

BILL-AGIICULTJRAIJ BANK ACT
AMNDMENT.

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 24th Septem-

ber.

MR. H. W. MANN (Perth) [7.40]: 1
shall support the second reading of the
Bill, with a view to moving amendments
in Committee. The subject matter of the
measure might well be left to the hank au-
thorities. In Committee I shall move an
amendment giving those authorities discre-
tion to refuse advances to persons who do
not purchase implements or machinery made
in this State.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the law now.
Mr. H. W. MANN: There is no law on

the question at present, I understand.
There was a law at one time, but after it
bad operated for a period it was amended
at the instance of the present Premier. The
whole State is agitating for the consumption
and utilisation of local products.

Hon. P. Collier: Agitating and instruct-
ing are different things.

Mr. H. WV. MANN: If a person is bor-
rowing money, the lender has the right to
say oi what conditions it shall be advanced.
We must do something to build up our sec-
ondary industries as well as primary pro-
duction. Many implements made in West-
er~n Austrulian factories and foundries arc
used throughout our agricultural and dairy-
ing districts. If a person approaches the

[30]

Agricultural Bank for an advance with.
which to purchase machinery, and if that
machinery is made here of equal value to.
the imported article, the bank authorities
should have the right to say, "We will let
you have the advance on condition that you
purchase a locally-made article."

The Minister for Agriculture: Why
should not the farmer be the judge, and not
the baniker 9

Mlr. Doney: The banker is lending the
farmer his own money.

Mr. H. W. MANN: In point of fact he
is lending the money of the State Savings
Bank, which is the workers' money.

Mr. Doney: It is everybody's money.

Mr. H. W. MANN: It includes deposits
by wvorkers and deposits by operatives in
factories and foundries. It is no more the
farmers' money than that of the rest of the
population. I see no sound argument
against vesting the proposed discretion in
the trustees, who are entrusted with millions
of money to lend for the development of
Western Australia. Surely, if those gentle-
men have sufficient administrative know-
ledge for that important work-and un-
dloubtedly they have shown that to be the
case over a number of years-it is not ask-
ing ton much that they should be granted
this discretion as regards, say, a set of har-
rows. I am positive that they would not
ask a client to take a machine which they
knew to be unsuitable. Their one desire is
that farms should be developed on sound
lines, and they would not ask the farmer to
purchase usachinery which would be a hin-
drance to him in thie working of his farm.
They would only ask him to take a local
article that was equal to the imported ar-
ticle.

The Minister for Lands: The farmer is
the judge of that.

Mr. H. W. MANN: The farmer may be
even at ]letter judge, but the bank authori-
ties would not force him to take an article
which was not equal to the imported article.

The Minister for Lands: Why not let him
use his own judgment?

Mr. Marshall: Yes, if lie is using his own
cash.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Apart from the
State Implement Works, with which I amn
not particularly concerned, there are in this
State several manufacturers of agricultural
machinery. 'My desire is to increase the
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production of our secondary industries.
Every boy is not suitable for the land, and
even if he has the desire for it be may not
have the necess-ary means, in which ease he
becomes just a farm labourer, working from
farm to farm. If we tire dincere in the de-
-sire to increase our loeal production, let the
secondary' industries, advance side by side
-with the primary. Several local firms make
implements that are being purchased and
used by agriculturists and dairy farmers of
independent means. Without mentioning
the names of firms, I may say that I got in
touch with a works established in the
(Juildtord electorate, and I find that those
works are making stump-jump harrows , T-
bar rollers, farm wagons, small' drills, and
other articles which are being used with sat-
isfaction, Another firm specialises in eulti-
vators, fertiliser distributors, and chaffeut-
teni. One amendment I intend to move in
Committee is to include within the scope of
the Bill dairying implements as well as ag-
ricultural machinery. Our dairying indus-
try will expand, and at present most of the
dairying implements used here are imported
fromt the Eastern States., Like other mem-
beirs, I have urged here many times the
greater use of our own butter, our own
bacon, and other primary productions of
Western Austialian origin, with a view to
obviating importations of these commodities
from the East. Our dairy farmers now fin-
port scores of cream cans of Eastern States
manufacture. I took the opportunity to-
day of requesting your permission, Mr.
Speaker, to exhibit in the halt an article
made by a local firm that is quite equal to
the imported vaicle, and, if anything.
cheaper. The factory which made it em-
ploys 32 men and boys. If its sales can be
increased, it will probably in a few years'
time have 52 employees9, and this without
injury being done to anyone. A milk or
cream can can be made here quite equal
to one brought from the Eastern States.
If the Government are to he called upon
to establish dairy farmers in the South-
WVest, it is not too much that the Agricul-
tural Bank should say that if these dairy
farmers require milk cans, they must buy
the local article. If that is, in fact, the law
to-day, my amendment will do no ;iarm.
Indeed, I consider that such an amendment
should appeal to both sides of the
Hfouse, its object being to increase the out-
put of our secondary industries and thus

tend to create more employment for our
growing lads. Member.s representingo city
electorates have many appeals made to them
by parents to find employment for their
boys. Day after day I have interviews9 with
pat-eats who are desirous of finding avenues
for placing their song, At present it is
hardly possible to find any employment for
boys leaving school, It is not possible for
all lads to be placed on farms- nor can we
find places for them in other avenues of
primary production. I suggest that no
harm can follow to the interests of the
farming community if the whole matter be
left to the discretion of the trustees of the
Agricultdrat Bank as to whether clients
of that institution should buy locally made
implements. I support the secona reading
of the Bill.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.1] : I do not
lke time Bill because it savours of compul-

sion, and I have no regard for anything of
a compulsory nature, There must be some
reason why the farmers of the State do not
patronise locally made agricultural machi-
nery turned out at the State Implement
Works, which is the largest manufacturing
institution of that description in Western
Australia, I have conducted exhaustive in-
quiries, and I find that the works are making
certain types of agricultural implements
that are giving general satisfaction, I am
told that their ploughs are quite equal to
the imported article. Their drills have given
great satisfaction, and we know that their
harrows and windmills, which are minor
articles that can be made by an ordinary
blacksmith, are also giving satisfaction. That
makes one wonder why the locally-made im-
plements are not pat-ronised and why farm-
e-, prFocure their requirements from the
Eastern States. Theme must he some ex-
planation, and I can tell hion. members what
it is. There are certain parts of the machi-
ner -y that have given greater satisfaction
than have similar parts made in 'Western
Australia. I will mention some of the most
prominent makes of harvesters-McKay's,
the Big, E and the Borwood-Bag am.
The farmers of this State consider those
harvesters much better for general use than
the harvester made by the State Implement
Works. Again there must be some reason
why the patent used by the State Implement
Works in their harvesters has not given
satisfaction throughout the agricultural area.
We all know the standard set by the McKay
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harve ster, as well as by those turned out by
the other Eastern States firms. By virtue
of work that has extended year after year,
their machines have been brought practically
to a stage of perfection. Those machines
are imported into Western Australia and are
bought at a greater price than the farmers
would have to pay if they bought a harvester
made by the State Implement Works. That
being so, it is evident that there is some-
thing radically wrong. Should the Bill be
ageed to, it means that if a farmer is under
an obligation to the Agricultural Bank he
will be forced to buy the locally manufac-
tured article, whereas a farmer not in that
position wvill not be forced to do so and will
not have to buy a machine that will not
give him satisfaction. It is not in the inter-
ests of the farming community to provide
such power in our legislation.

The Premier: And suppose the machine
eould not be bought in the State at all, see-
ing that it could not be made here?

Mrx. BROWN : That is so. It is quite
possible that the machine a -man desired
could not be turned out here. If a man de-
sires to buy a machine, he should be allowed
to buy what he requires at the price he is
willing to pay. If the Bill provided for the
abolition of the State Implement Works, I
would perhaps be speaking in a different
manner.

MNr. Panton: flow would you speak thenT
Mr. BROWN: I believe it is in the i n-

terests of the farmers to retain the State
Implement Works. I have given this matter
serious consideration and various phases
brought under my notice indicate that' the
works are a cheek on the imported lines by
keeping prices down.

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
not a cheek.

Hon. W. D. .Johnson: Of course they are.
Mr. BROWN: I will give hon. members

an indication of how the cheek has operated.
A large number of plough shares are im-
ported and are sold at about £2 10s. a dozen.
Ani article quite equal to the imported share
is turned out by the State Implement Works
at £2 per dozen. Thus a saving of anything
from Ys. to 10s. a dozen imust be in the in-
terests of the farmers themselves. Seeing
that that position obtains, surely it can be
admitted that the State Implement Works
act as a check.

Mr. Marshall: What would have been the
charge for the imported article had it not
been for thle State Implement Works?

Mr. BROWIN:. That is the point I make.
If the price is kept down owing to the State
Implement Works turning out an equally
good plough share, resulting in a saving of
10s. on the imported article, it is worth
while. As members of Paxrliarnent, we would
like to see articles made in Western Aus-
tralia used by our own people, because it
would be in the interests of all concerned to
have factories in this State, I have not the
details, but it would be interesting to know
the value of the agricultural implements im-
ported into Western Australia. That would
demonstrate to us what it would men to the
State if we were able to manufacture satis-
factory lines locally.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
the local nmanufactuers have a natural pro-
tection.

Mr. BROWN: And that is represented by
the freight paid on machines imported from
the Eastern States. That is the only natural
protection that I know of. That represents
about £12 per machine. The Bim goes fur-
ther than that, and we are asked to agree to
it being made compulsory for farmers
throughout the State to buy agricultural
machinery made in Western Australia. For
that reason I am not in favour of the Bill.
'There are a lot of minor articles required in
WeteWrn Australia, and 1 fail to see why
they cannot be made just as well here as in
the Eastern States. Most of the raw mat-
erial has to be imported into the Eastern
States and we could use the same material
here, so that our manufacturers should
be able to turn out an article equal
to that made in the East. At the same
time we have to admnit that competition is
so keen that we must have mass production
before the man ufacture of agricultural
machinery can he made to pay. It is obvious
that in Western Aulstralia, with our small
population, mass production would not be
possible. I do not know that the wages
paid in Western Australia are, any more
than those paid to the workers in the East-
ern States. I presume the wages paid are in
accordance with Arbitration Court awards.
The crux of the position is that we must
manufacture an article that will conform to
the requirements of those -who desire to
purchase it. Apparently that has not been
done in the past, and those concerned must
realise that until they are able to turn out
an article that will prove suitable to the
purchaseiN, they cannot expect to make a
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success of the business. Uf the Bill is agreed
to, and people are forced to buy machinery
that is not suitable to them, and which will
cause a lot of expense for repairs and so
forth, it will give rise to a great deal of
dissatisfaction. We are told that we send
£10,000,000 to the Eastern States for the
purchase of our requirements. Why do we
do that? It is because the public of West-
ern Australia require the articles. Is it
not better to send the money to the Eastern
States than to Canada or AmericaI That is
what the fr 'eetrader desires, to a certain ex-
tent. That gentleman would sooner see our
money sent to China or Japan than to the
Eastern States where we would patronise
our own people.

Mr. M.arshall: Why not patronise our
own people iii Western Australia?

Mr, BROWN: It is up to our manufac-
turers to produce ain article that will meet
with the approval of the public. Something
must be radically wrong with the local
article, seeing- that the people are not will-
ing to purchase it. I shall not stress this
matter at any greater length. It would not
be in the interests of the people to agree to
a Bill that means compulsion. The member
for Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) has indicated
that he intends to move an amendment, but
I do not think that will represent an im-
provement, merely because the question of
the purchase will be left to the discretion
of certain people at the Agricultural Bank.

31r. H. W. MAann: It is at their discre-
tion whether a loan shall be granted.

Mr. Doney: And the farmer applying
for the loan offers ample security.

Mr. BROWN: floes the member for Perth
suggest that it is right to say that a far-
mer applying to the Agricultural Bank for
assistance must be compelled to purchase
a locally-made machine that mony cost a
lot for repairs, that may cause tremendous
wastage with the crop, and give rise to other
difficulties? Is that the consideration that
an Agricultural Bank client must expect?
Certainly not. It should be our desire to
be loyal to the State, and we should give
every enronragement to our own people to
produce what we require, but I do not think
the Bill -will achieve that objective. The
desire of the member for F'remantle (Mr.
Sleeman) is laudable in so far as he would
like to see agricultural machinery manu-

factured in Western Austialia, I think he
had the State Implement Works in mind
when he drafted the Bill.

31r. Marsh all: Those works are not men-
tioned in the Bill.

AUr. BROW'N : No, but I know he had the
works in mind. It is up to the I8tate to get
the mechanics and the men of inventive
genius to produce articles to the satisfac-
tion of the public. When that is done, I
have not the slightest doubt that the people
will be loyal and will patronise the locally
made article.

ME DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[8.12]: 1 desire briefly to indicate my dis-
satisfaction with the method proposed by
the member for .Frenmantle (3lr. Sleetnan)
to achiieve an objective, which in itself is no
doubt highly laudable. At the same time
I feel at titter dislike of the methods to
he employed. What a beautiful, simple,
handy and mischievous instrument Parlia-
ment could be if that institution could be
put to the destructive use the hon. member
hats in mind. I do not think it matters much,
however, because, in my judgment, the hon.
memiber's Bill has not a one per cent, chance
of success. Apparently it does not matter
what may be the price, the strength, the
structure, or the suitability of the agricul-
tural implement!l Apparently it does not
matter how shoddy it may be, what delays
mnay arise, or what troubles may be caused
at the works, the farmer is to be compelled
by legislation to use the locally manufac-
tured agricultural implements, turned out
by the State Implement Works.

M.Sleeman: The Bill does not say that!I

Mr. DONEY: I admit the works are not
specifically Mentioned in the Bill, but lion.
members know that if the Bill is accepted
in its present form, on the day following it
lbeconming the law of the land, farmners will
be thrown on the tender mercies of the State
Implement Works.

Mr. Sleenlian: The member for Perth told
you that agricultural implements were being
made near Guildford.

Mr. POKEY: The member for Pa th (Mr.
H. W. Mann) knows very well that for all
practical purposes we may regard the manu-
facture of agricultural implements in thi-s
State as confined to one concern-the Sta1te
Implement Works.
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Mr. 11. W. Mean: That is not so.
Hon. W. fl. Johnson: 0f course not.
Mr. Thorn: We know what are turned

out.
Mfr. DON IY: Of course we do.
Hon. W. D). Johnson: You do not know

your own State.
M1r. DO'NEY: I know all the makers who

turn out agricultural implements in any
quantity or of any value.

lion. W. D. Johnson: We must show you
round your own State.

AMr. DONEYV: I do not think the hon, mem-
ber could show wec much about agricultural
machinery in this State, that I do not know
already. However, the point is that a mos-
opoly of the kind the hon. member has in
mind is of no use whatever to the farmers
of this State. Surely the fanner has plenty
of annoyance to put up with already. I
hope to goodness there is no chance of
coercive legislation of this kind being M*-
posed upon him. I am not questioning thd
integrity of the member for Fremantle,
hut I am questioning his Judgment on this
occasion. I cannot think that even he
expects any chance of success from hamt-
pering legislation of this kind at a time
when we should be doing all that we can
to assist the farmer to produce a little more
cheaply than he is doing now. The fanner,
surely, should know what is best for him-
self. If he is not an expert in respect of
the articles he is using every day, it is
time he was. We should not by legislation
hamper his choice. The need for protec-
tion has been spoken of by several mem)-
bers. I put it to the member for Fremantle
that the only protection the State Imple-
ment Works need is the very ample pro-
tection they would afford themselves by
turning out a normally good article at a
reasonable price. No protection should be
needed beyond that. Still, there is the fur-
ther protection that comes to them by rea-
son of their not having to pay the very
high overseas freights that have to be paid
by competing manufacturers in the East-
ern States, and the still further protection
that comes from the natural preference of
all our people for the locally-made article.
Just as in the case of all other traders, the
State implement Works must be prepared
to trade and Sell on their merits, or go to
the wall. The fact that apparently they
cannot carry on without the assistance of

coercive legislation of this kind is an ad-
mission, and indeed proof, of failure. It
would be very nice indeed, all other things
being equal, to see the State Implement
Works a hive of industry; but as it hap-
pens, other things are not by any means
equal. It is the duty of the Government,
particularly at a time like this, to ex-
amine very carefully all proposals laid be-
fore them, with the object of seeing whether
those proposals can assist them in their corn-
omy campaign or in their keen desire to
assist agriculture by cheapening it. No
member can assert that the Bill would do
any good in either of those directions. Nor
do T think the hon. member would claim
that, when framing this Bill in his maind,
he looked upon it from the point of view
of the people most concerned, namely the
farmers. I am sure he is not going to claim
that this Bill would do the farmer any
good.

Ron. W. D). Johnson: Yet he happens to
be a farmer himself.

Mr. DONE!': Yes, and because of that
I am the more surprised to find he could
go against his own interests.

Air. Marshall: Certainly be would not be
led by considerations of expediency, as are
some members representing the farmers.

Mr. DONEY; No, I agree that he would
not. I admit that. Then there is this point
that should be readily agreed to, namely
that if the Bill were to become law the State
Implement Works would certainly not be
in a position to supply the ever-growing
nteeds in the way of machinery of the farm-
ers of the State.

Mr. Withers: There is in the Bill no men-
tion of the State Implement Works.

Mr. DONEY: I am aware of that.
Hon. W. A) Johnson: They why do you

keep reading it into the Bills
Mr. DONEY: Because nothing else was

thought of when the Bill was being framed.
'.%r. Mfarshall: McKay wants to come

here, and if he were given this guarantee he
might come.

Mr. DONEY: If the hon. member bad
brought down his Bill when otter manu-
facturers of farming implements were oper-
ating here, or seeking to operate here, the
Bill might not have had so strong an oppo-
sition to face. In common with every
other member of the Chamber, I am eager
for the time to arrive when this State shall
make all its own nisehinen-. But I want to
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see the factories come and grow and trade
entirely on their own merits.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Aire you prepared
to help them do that?,

Mr. DONEY: I am prepared to assist
the establishment of anything here, pro-
vided it is on a competitive basis.

Hon. W. D, Johnson: I see. You, lie
others, represent the farmer up to a given
point and then you drop him.

Mr. DOINEY: I represent the farmer
just to the extent his interests go, and no
further.

Mr. Marshall: And then you turn to the
St. Gleorges-terrace farmer.

Mr. DONEY: I do not think the inter-
jection has anything at all to do with the
Bill.

Mr. Mfarshall: Nor has much of your
speech, either.

Mr. DONliY: Had I not been talking to
the Bill, I imagine I would have been called
to order by the Speaker. The member for
Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) pointed out that
this was a matter for discretion. Surety he
cannot bring discretion into the Bill. H~ad
the Bill been based on discretion instead
of on compulsion, there would have been
very little objection to it.

Mr. HE. W. Mann: I said I intended when
in Committee to move an amendment that
would leave it to the discretion of the Man-
aging Trustee of the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. DONEY: Then apparently you dis-
cussed your amendment without -waiting un-
til you had moved it. The Bill deals 'wholly
with compulsion, and makes no mention of
discretion. I shall be very much surprised
indeed, and deeply disappointed, if mem-
bers having the true interests of the fqtrmer
at heart can bring themselves TO sup-port
the Bill.

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle-in reply)
[8.22]: I am not disappointed at the recep-
tion accorded to the Bill. I set out expect
ing that it would meet with a lot of opposi-
tion, and I have not been disappointed.
Wh'en we have a House comprised as this is,
comprised, as the "West Australian" says,
of a lot of country members, we cannot ex-
pect much sympathy for a Bill such as this.
The~ Premier said lie could not see the ob-
ject of the Bill. I say the object of the
Bill is exactly the same as the present
Premier had when in 1L909 he put a similar
clause into the Bill of that session. T want

to congratulate the Premier on the speech
he made on that occasion; a fine loyal
speeeh. As a big Western Australian h*
pointed out-

The M1inister for Lands: The Premier has
not spoken to this Bill.

Mr. SLEEMNAN: Oh yes, he has. He
said he could not see the object of the
Bill. I say the object of this Bill is the
seine as the Premier had in 3.909, namely,
to keep the work in this State, to reserve
Western Australian work for Western Aus.
tralian men; and also Western Australian
boys, who are leaving school withnohg
to do and nowhere to go, walking the streets
looking for work. If for nothing else, the
Bill warrants the support of every member
in that it will servo to build up an industry
affording our boys a few places in which to
learn trades. As I pointed- out when mov-
ing the second reading, there are quite a
number of trades related to implement mak-
ing. The Premier in 1909 remarked that if
the people of the East wanted our trade,
they should come over here and get it, that
the work had to be kept within the State.
During the last few days there has been
something in the nature of an agitation
in the newspapers over the fact that there
is nothing for the lads to do after leaving
school. Mr. Thomas Chandler, headmaster
of the James-street school, has taken up the
matter, and a number of leading citizens
have contributed to the discussion in the
newspapers. What better can we do for
our boys than help to establish an industry
that will afford those boys a good many
openings? The Premier, when he talks of
butter and then turns to the subject of
machinery, seems to me to somersault alto-
gether. He goes out and tells the people
that he wants them to buy Western Aus-
tralian butter, and says that instead of imt-
porting butter from the Eastern States it
is much better to import the cow and iinake
the butter here. Might I be allowed to com-
pare the making- of machinery to the wak-
ing of butter.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier has
not somersaulted.

3[r. SLEEMAN: The Premier has Laid.
and said frequently, that it is better to im-
port the cow and make the butter in this
State. it the sariie strain, 7 snti' it is, ruorli
letter to make our ow mr ininvrv tlini to
iminort it.
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Mr. Sampson: The State Implement
Works do not make cream separators.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, but they wakeL
-good farming machinery. If the hon. mem-
ber would c0I)y that and keep more printers
employed in the printing industry instead
of dealing abroad, it would be better for the
State.

The Premier: 1)0 not. say anything about
the hon. member's make of motor ear.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not wish to discuss
the hon. member's motor car, but certainly
a little while ago it was not an English one.

The Premier:- What is your own'?
Mr. SLEEMAN: Mine is not an English

one, either. Unfortunately it is the only one
I can afford.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing motor ears.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Premier in 1909
said that if the Easterners wanted our trade
they could come over here and get it. Re-
cently he took up another attitude when he
said that if the Easterners were to come over
here looking -for work, they would get no
work. "Let them stay in the East," he
added. He might hare gone further and
said that if they stayed in Victoria he
would not mind sending money from the
taxpayer here over there to keep them in
Victoria. Names of people coming West
arc being taken on the railway trains now
and sent forward to the Government au-
thorities in Western Australia. I say it
would be ten thousand times hatter to let
them come here if we had the indust-ries to
absorb them than to send money to keep
them in the Eastern States. The Premier
the other night said that if I could show
him that the machinery could be made here,
it would be a different matter. In February
of 1909 the Premier said that aUl the machin-
ery needed by the farmer, with the excep-
tion perhaps of the reaper and hinder,
could be made in this State.

Mr. Doney: Of course it can, but it is
not.

Air. SLEEM.AN: The other night the
Premier said that if I could show him that
it could be made in this State, he would
agree with me. In 1909 he said that every-
thing needed by the farmer, except the
reaper and binder, could he made in this
State. They were his own words in 1909.
If all the machinery could be made in this
State in 1009, how much easier and better

can it be made here in 1930? The Premier
also said-

Since the idea of advancing £100 was men-
tionecd, there have been inquiries from East-
ern manufacturers desiring to come over here.

If they would come over here f or the little
trade we had to offer in 1909, how much
more readily would they come over for the
larger trade now offering? The member
for Williams-Narrogin said that if the Bill
were to become law twenty State Implement
Works could not supply anything like the
mass of machinery required in the State.
If that is so, is not that an inducement for
Eastern States manufacturers to come here
and participate in that trade V It is the
very thing that would help the industry in
this country. The Premier the other night
said tis--

When I introduced the Bill in 1909, those
were the days of small things.

If we take up the attitude the Premier has
adopted to-day, this State will always be a
State of small things. If -we arc not going
to do anything to advance the State, the
State is not going to get very far.

The Premier: This will not advance the
State.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I think it will advance
it considerably by opening- up the industry.
I do not wish to weary the Rouse by read-
ing the whole of the speech the Premier
made in 1909. It was a splendid speech and
I congratulate him on it. I only wish he
would put up a similar speech to-day. The
hon. member thought it would he an induce-
ment for manufacturers to come here at that
time, but he says it would not be an induce-
ment for them to come here now. The Min-
ister for Lands spoke on the Bill, and I am
hopeful of getting a little support from
him. His reception of the measure was not
too bad. He evidently believed in the object
of the Bill, but he went on to say that we
could not compel the Agricultural Bank to
do this and that and the oth~r thing. He
said the Associated Banks would not do
such a thing. The Associated Banks often
do dictate terms to their clients when they
go to borrow money.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, no.
Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister must

know of mafly instances in which the Ass-
ciated Banks and other institutions have
dictated their terms. I might include build-
ing societies amongst the other institutions.
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The Minister for Lands has evidently been State implements that thousands of pounds
fortunate in that he has not found himself
in the clutches of big firms that handle
twheat and wool. If he had been in their
clutches, he would know that they do dictate
terms. Private enterprise, of which the
Mlinister is so fond of talking, does dictate
terms. Let any wool grower get into the
clutches of one of the big firms, and he will
find that he has to put his wool through that
firm. Perhaps I have been unfortunate in
getting into the clutches of such firms
whereas the Minister has been more for-
tunate. There is no doubt that the big firms
do this sort of thing, and most members
know that once a farmer gets into their
clutches, they dictate their terms and tell
him that the man who pays the piper calls
the tune. The member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Smith) was a little antagonistic, but
I think there is a chance of getting his sup-
port. However, there were one or two things
he said he did not like. He said he sup-
ported the principle of the Bill, and then
he asked what was the underlying motive of
the Hill. The only motive is to assist the
men and boys who are out of work-some
of the men and boys for whom the hon.
member on the hustings promised to find
work. Alter the member for Nelson's pro-
mising to finid work for those people in his
district, surely he will not turn me down
when I am trying to devise means to find
work for them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do you think a depot
would be established in the Nelson district?

Mr. SLEEMAN: In the Eastern States
there are factories in most of the agricul-
tural districts. Only to-day I heard that
there is an implement being made in Green-
bushes, which is very close to the hon. mem-
ber's district. On the hustings he said he
would provide opportunity for all. This is
a chance to assist to provide work for a few
and opportunity for a lot. I am sorry that
the member for Nelson, in the course of his
remarks, could not resist having a dig at
the State Implement Works. Though the
State Implement Works are not mentioned
in the Bill, many members on the Govern-
ment side harped about what the works
would do if the Bill wern passed, and what
the Bilt would do for the works. I am not
concerned about State Implement Works,
Mitchell works or Nelson works. I want to
get works established in this country. The
member for 'Nelson said it was owing to

had been lost on the group settlements. I
amn surprised as his making that statement.

Mr. J. H.L Smith: Which is quite correct.
1Mr. SLEEMAN: No one knows better

than the hon. member why so much mone~y
was lost on the group settlements. He can-
not tell mue that the State Implement Works
were responsible for the loss of so much
money on the groups. There were other
causes. Now I come to the Minister for
Works. I am sorry he is not in his seat,
because I would have liked him to hear
what I have to say. He said I made a per-
sonal attack on him. I have yet to learn
that when one member criticises the state-
ment of another it constitutes a personal
attack. I criticised statements he had made
in this House, and in reply I was told that
I had not any State-made machinery on
my farm, which is getting pretty close
to personalities. As a result I had
to reply to the 'Minister for Works.
There was no personal attack until the
Minister made one. The Minister said
he had bought more State machinery than
I had. To prove what T said that the Min-
ister was always a great opponent of the
State Implement Works, I am going to quote
him and show tha~t what I said at the time
wa.; perfectly correct.

'rhe Premier: Under what Bill does this
oecur9

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Works
said that farmers had lost hundreds of
pounds through using locally-made imnple-
meats. Later on he added that he could
speak from experience. What experience
of State implements has the Minister had?
He admits that he has not a harvester, and
that is generally the bone of contention with
everybody. He admnits that the ploughs and
windmills wade by the State Implement
Works are good. Practically everything on
his farm is good, and yet he sets out to con-
demn the State Implement Works. In
another portion of his speech he said-

Although I shall be attpcked by the Mnem-
her for Fremnantle, I can say pohitively that
I. have spent more money on State implements
than anyone else in this House. I have sev-
eral of the machines; I have used them and
scrapped a lot of them.

That is where I join issue wvithi the Minister.
Whet lie made that statejuesit I did not in-
terject or contradict him. Now that he hats
attacked ine, I want to soy that I do not be-
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ieve he has been tihe largest purchaser in
his House of State implements. I am pre-
Pared to challenge him on these lines if he
will accept the challenge. If he has spent
nore on State implements than has any
ther member of this House, I will donate

'l0 to the Wyalkatchem hospital; if he has
iot spent more money on State implements
;ban has any other member of this House,
is will donate £10 to the Fremantle Hos-
pDital.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot do
,hat.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am doing it. If the
Speaker prevents me, well and good. The
%finister has not the power to prevent a
nember from making his speech. The Min-
ster may appeal to the Speaker if he likes.
Iam satisfied that the Minister for Works

ins not spent more money on State-made
nachinery than has any other member of
his House. If the Mfinister is prepared to
iccept the challenge, he has a chance of
naking £10 for the Wyalkatehem. Hospital.
The Minister produced a file, which I have
5ince perused. I could not find some of the
statements said by the Minister to be con-
;ained in the file. If he says they are in the
lie, I shall let it go at that, but I could not
ind them there. I am sorry that the Minis-
;er set out to parade his hospitality. There
was no need for him to do that; his hos-
aitality is wvell known throughout the State.
Rle is noted for his hospitality and for his
ise of the capital letter "I," and he has used
hat frequently on every occasion on' which
Ihave heard him speak in this House. He

went on to say-

The member for Frornantle got -i block
tad, on getting it, ho came to me for assist.
Lace and advie, which I gave hint, as E have
rnveit many a member on tite other side of
;he House. T invited him to go to my farm,
mnd showed him a all over tOc farm.

[want to give the Minister a chance to with-
1maw that statement, which is totally and
ibsointely untrue. The fact is that, at the
atter end of 1924, the present Minister for
W'orks came to me and said that the mem-
rrial wing of the Wyalkatchemn Hospital was
)eing opened, and would I accompany him
here as the Minister could not go and most
ither members could not be present. At
hat time I had no block of land, and was
lot interested in farming. I was not invited
;o go up and see his farm. I was invited
:o accompany him to Wyalkatehema at the
)pobtitg of the hospital wing. That proves

the statement of the Minister untrue. I
admit that while in Wyalkatchem he invited
mue to drive to his farm, and I do not think
we were on the farm more than a couple of
hours. I did not see too much of it As
regards inspecting the machinery, I think I
did more poison-pulling than machinery-
inspecting. The manager of the farm spoke
about a few sheep that had died.

The Minister for Lands: That has nothing
to do with the Bill.

Mr. SLERMAN: It has something to do
with the statement of the Minister that I
wvent to him for assistance. I had not a
block of laud at the time and was not in-
terested in farming. If the Minister for
Lands wishes to take sides with the Minister
for Works, he can test my statement to as-
certain whether it is true. I have a perfect
right to answer the statements made by the
Minister for Works. The Minister men-
tioned the expenses of the trip. He would
have the House believe that I was his guest,
that I travelled with him, and that I stayed
with hint All the expense he met was that
of my riding in his motor car from Perth
to WVynlkatchemn. While we were in Wyal-
katchema I paid my hotel expenses, and I re-
turned to Perth by train. That is the ex-
tent of the hospitality to which the Minister
for Works referred, If I am indebted to
him for three or four gallons of petrol for
the trip to Wyalkatchem, I shall oblige him
by handing over the amount when the House
rises. The member for Perth (Mr. H. W.
Mann) receivgd the Bill somewhat sym-
pathetically. He said he was in accord with
the object of the Hill. I thank him for hav-
ing brought along the exhibits displayed in
the corridor to-dy. They reveal very good
work done in this State, of which we might
he proud. I understand that most of such
work has previously been done for us in
South Australia. If the hon. member pro-
poses the amnendument he rndieateo, of which
I do not altogether approve, I shall give it
consideration. If I cannot get the whole
Bill as I should like it, I shall be prepared to
take something which will be a step in the
right direction. If the Hill passes the second
reading, I shall consider the lion, member's
amendment and endeavour to make the Bill
more to the liking of members opposite.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
floney) apparently intends to vote against
the second reading. I do not know
that we shall get very far with the
hon. mnember. Perhaps, in view.o
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the amendment proposed by Lb
for Perth, he may think it advisal
port the Second reading, so thai
may be dealt with in Committee.
object I had in bringing down thi
was to do something for the peo
State who are particularly interes
if mieinbe .s are not prepared to
as I would desire, they will perh
me part of the way along the ro
to travel. I am prepared to mee
the utmost extent possible, for
that half a loaf is perhaps bette
bread. I commend the Bill toI
and hope it wvill, pass the second

Question put, and a division t.
the following result:-

Ayes
Noes

Majority for

AntS

Mdr. Collier
Mr. Cunninghamn
Mr. Hegney
Mr. Johnson
Xr. Lamond
Mr. Lutes'
Mr. H. W, Mann
Mr. 'Marshall
Mr. McaliuM
M'ir. Millingtoin

Mr. Barnard
Mr. Brown
Mir. Doney
Mr. Fersuson
Mr. Griffitba
Vr. Keenan
Mr. Lathiam
Mr. LI.ndsay
Mr. J. 1. Mann

Ame.
Mr. Willson
Mr. Walker
Mr. Kamneally
Mr. Coverley
Miss Holiflan
Mr. 'Troy

Mr, MuuulE
'Mr. Penton
Mr. Raphai
Mr. glee=s
Mr. J. H.I
Mr, Wanabi
Mr. Willei'
Mr. Wither
Mir. Corboy

e member
le to sup-
tthe Bill
The only

sMeasure
pie of the
ked. Even
go as far
aps assist
ad I wish
t them to

Clause 2-Amendment of SectLion 28:
Mr. HI. W. MANN: I move an ameuc

ment--
That all the words after ''further," i

Lne 3, be struck out and the following ii
serteul in liea:-'That the trustees aba
have discretion to refuse an advance to an
settler for the 1purchase of any agrieultar.
or dairying implement oir miachinery wie
has not been manufactured in Western An!t
trais. "

I believe -Mr. SLEEMAN: I have not had time t
rthan no study this amendment. It does not seei

be House that it would take us very far.
reading. Mr. H. W. Mann: You had better tak

ahen. with half the loaf or -you will get nothing at a]
Mr. Panton: You are not allowed to us

threats here.
19 Mr. SLEEMAN: I am most anxious t

do the right thing. I think we can improv

1on this amendment, and I should like t
see something better than this brougli
forward. If time were given, possiJ:
something better could be drafted.

eHon. W. D. JOH&NSON: The membe

el ~ for F'remantle thinks we 'night. be able t.
a do something with the amendment if w
Bwith had time in which to consider it. It shout
rough not be discussed until it has been properi

analysed. It would be better to report pro

I Teltet.)
Progress reported.

NOSS.
Mr. MeLarty
Sir Tamns Mitchell
Mr. Patrick
Mr. Please
Mr. Riebarduos
Mr. Sampson
Mr. Seaddan
Mr. Wells
Mr. North

(rellef

PAIRS.
None.

Mr Angelo
Mr. Diavy
Mr. Parker
Mr. J. M. Simith
Mr. Teesdae.

Mr. Thorn

Question thus passed.

Bill read a second time.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; 'Mr. Sle.
roan in charge of the Bill.

Clause 1-agreed to.

BILL -EGG XMETING.

Second Reading.

Debate resumied from the 24th September

THE MINISTER FOR AGRIOULTURI
(Hon. P. D. Ferguson-Irwin-Moore
[8.57]: The member for Guildford-Mid
land (Hon. W. D. Johnson), in introdneinj
this Bill, has lived up to the reputation 11
has built for himself over a long period ol
years, the reputation of taking a keen in
terest in the marketing of all primary pro
ducts. Hle has devoted a great deal of timi
and thought to the question of the marketinj
of wheat and other products, and we hv
heard to-night that he has taken a great in
terest in the mnarketing nof kangaroo skins
I. take second place to no one in my intereal
for the welfare of our primary producers
The results of my inquiries into the mtarket.
log' question, however, have not satisfied m(
that compulsory control is in their best in.
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tercats. Owing to the cost of control, and
the disadvantages due to the lack of comn-
Ipetition because of the cutting out of pri-
v'ate firms that would be brought about b)
actual compulsion, it would do more harm
than anything else to the persons who are
vitally concerned. Apart from the fact that
control is objectionable and irksome, the
Bill contains many undesirable features
which absolutely preclude this House from
passing it. The hon. member said his first
idea was to endeavour to bring about con-
trol in the marketing of eggs withiu tiw
metropolitan area. The Bill provides for
control in districts or areas. This kind of
local option, if I may call it so, does not
appeal to mne. It is fraught with very great
danger, and would not achieve the object
in view. The hon. member's main concern
seems to be for the egg producer in the sub-
urban areas, just outside the metropolis. -My
concern is just as much, if not more, for
the eggY producer in the country. I fear
that the latter's interests are not likely to
receive, under the Bill, that consideration
to which in my opinion they arc entitled.
Most of our poultry industry now is located
outside the metropolitan area. There arc
approximately 912,000 head of poultry in
the State. Within a 40-mile radius of the
Perth Town Hall 306,000 are kept, and
outside that radius 606,000. It will

be seen that if control is to be of
any service to oar egg producers as
a whole, the control must be general.
It will not achieve anything of real
service to the egg producers if it is done in
a piecemeal fashion. The eggs outside any
particular controlled area would be free;
and as Perth is the wholesale marketing
centre for the State, a limited area around
Perth which might in the first instance be
constituted a controlled area would be abso-
lutely futile as regards bringing about any
beneficial results to the producers.

Hon. W. 1). Johnson,: Uive us that
amionat of control, and we will be content
for the time being.

The MINXISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is the hone of contention between the
lion. member and myself. T am fairly con-
vinced that such control would be useless
to the country producer, and would not be
materially beneficial to the suburban pro-
ducer.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson. The producer needs
to be educated first.

The MINISTER ]FOR AGRICULTURE:
W~hat would be the position of the pro-

ducers outside the area, supposing one was
proclaimed in the vicinity of Perth, who
sent their eggs to Perth, which to-day is the
only outlet they have? I take it those pro-
ducers would have to conform with any regu-
lations which might be detrimental to their
interests, even with regulations directed
against the country egg producer by a board
constituted largely or almost wholly of met-
ropolitian, egg producers.

Hon. WV. D. Johnson: That could not be,
of course.

The MiNI11STER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If there happened to be two controlled area
in districts not adjoining, they might make
regulations directed absolutely to the detri-
weat of each other. Such a position would
be absurd, but under the Bill it might be
created. In the course of his remarks the
hon. member r-eferred to the fact that the
local price for eggs is less than export par-
ity. Primary producers arc notoriously slow
in coming to a decision as to the export of
their products, even though export might
be, and often is, in their own interests. They
generally pref er to take, say, a shilling a
dozen for eggs in Perth, and be sure of
that amount, rather then seek to get la. 1d.
by exporting to the Old Country. In every
instance that I k-now of, particularly as re-
gards wheat, fruit and meat, the Western
Australian primary Producer has refused to
take on the export of his product until the
price in the local market has fallen to an
almost unrernunerative level. As one who in
years gone by had a good deal to do with
the marketing of wheat, the member for
Guildford wilt realise that. He must admit
that he and others absolutely refused to
export a bushel of wheat until the local price
had become so low as to compel them to
export. In the realm of wheat an organi-
satioxi with which the hon. member is per-
sonally associated has done marvellously
well in a purely voluntary capacity. I think
I am safe in saying that the wheat growers
of Western Australia would not have a com-
pulsory pool at any price. The voluntary
pool has been an unqualified success, and
what has been achieved by the wheat grow-
ers-
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lion. WV. D. Julinsou: They wvere first
educated by compulsion.

The M1INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They weir educated by the fact that the
Westein Australiani price fell so much as
to be well below the London parity.

M1r. Corhoy: There had to be compulsion
in the first place, then.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: The samne thing will happen in con-
nection with eggs.

Hon. W,. D. Johnson: We shall have to
educate the producers by compulsion first.

The Chief Secretary: How Iong'7
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE: I am quite satisfied that when the
egg producers who market locally are bit-
ten to such an extent as to be very much
hurt, they will be induced to turn their at-
tention to overseas markets. The hon. mem-
ber tells us that to-day they tie selling their
eggs locally for less than they can sell them
at abroad, They have some business in-
s tincts, and they will not let that go on too
long. To-day the lamb producers, of this
State are in much the same plight. I per-
sonally have been trying for some time to
induce then to be prepared to export their
lambs when the local price falls below Lon-
don Parity.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Did you try to
organise those producers?9

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUJL-
TURlE: I have tried very hard to organiso
them. I have tried to induce them to ex-
port a percentage of their lambs ealy, so
that a crash may not occur in the lambs
sold here. The lamb producers who have
agreed to that course can almost he counted
on the fingers of one hand.

Mr. Corboy: In other words, compulsion
is necessary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL.
TURE: It is far better to be compelled by)
prices than to be compelled by a law of
which the producers generally do not ap-
prove.

Hon. W. D). Johnson: That is quite
wrong.

The MINNISTER FOR AGIIICGL-
TUllE: Everything I say will be wrong in
the hon. member's eyes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are misrepre-
senting the Bill. The Bill does not ask for
compulsion.

The MI1NISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TVRE: -I I ,aid anything that appealed

to the hon. member, it would not appeal
to other members, and certainly it would he
foreign to my own views on this subject.

Hon. W. U). Johnson: But you should
not misrepresent.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Reference has been made to the
fact that compulsion did much for ',the
dried fruits industry. I am quite prepared
to admit that. It is the only compulsion
known to me that has been beneficial to the
primary producers of this State. The posi-
tion as to dr-ied fruits is entirely different
from the position regarding eggs. For 40
years one particular district of Western
Australia, theSwan district, has been noted
for the productive nature of its vines. For
a great many years, Luther hack than I can
remember, a few vinegrowers on the Swan
have been accustomed to market a percen-
tage of dried vine fruits. It was well estab-
lished that that district was wvonderfully
suited for the production of raisins. At
the close of the war, when many of our
'ioldiers were being repatriated, the Gov-
ernment of the day-incidentally, I think
it was led by the present Premier--decided
that viticulture would be a suitable avenue
of employment for returned men. A great
many of them were put on growing vine
fruits on the Swan.

Mr. Sampson: They starved until they
got the dried fruits marketing law.

Tha MINSTER FOR AGRIGEUL-
TITHE: I will show the absolute absurdity
of that statement. For some years those
soldier settlers reaped a rich harvest as the
result of their operations. The hon. memn-
ber, in his ignorance, says they starved. To
my knowledge, the price of dried fruits
soared to about £90 per ton, and the grow-
ers did remarkably well. As the result of
the reconstruction of affairs on the shores
of the Mediterranean after the war, and
as an effect of increased production in
California, the price of dried fruits slumped
badly. In Australia a system of com-
pulsion was brought into operation. But
it is Dot due to that policy that the success
of dried fruits production has to a certain
extent been sustained. It is due to the deci-
sion of the Australian people, the Austra-
lian consumers, that in the interests of the
returned soldiers it was not advisable to
allow the industry to languish. Therefore
Australian consumers said, "We are pre-
pared to pay more for the fruit than it is
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worth, so that our returned men can remain
on the land and the industry be saved to
Western Australia." To-day dried vine
fruits are being sold in Western Australia
at a much higher price than in London. To-
day currants are bringing in London ap-
proximately £C37 per ton, while the local
consumers are paying, and are prepared to
pay, at the rate of £63.

Mr. Corboy: Protection is all right some-
times, then.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTU3RE:
Protection has nothing to do with compul-
sion. *The price of sultana is £C45 in Lon-
don, and £70 in Western Australia. I amn
of opinion that Western Australian con-
sumers are not prepared to adopt a s-imilar
course to save the egg industry or tl.e poul-
try industry. I am firmly convinced also
that nothing that compulsion can achieve
eannot be achieved under a voluntary pool.
The Australian people generally do not like
compulsion, do not care to have it foisted on
them. They regard it as irksome. As an
instance of what can be achieved by volun-
tary effort, let me inform the House that the
voluntary pool in South Australia, as re-
cently as last month, was selling in Adelaide
eggs, guaranteed new andi infertile, at Is. 3d.
per dozen. At that time the price in West-
ern Australia was 1.0%d. per dozen. New
South Wales has a system of control which
the sponsor of this Bill wants to introduce
here. New South WVales tried to boost up
the price of eggs, and fait'd disinally. While
eggs were selling in Adelaide for is. 3d. andi
in Perth, for 10 d., the NeN7 Soutth Wales
pool sought to fix a price of is. 2d. per
dozen; but owing to the dumping of Queens-
land eggs the Newv South Wales board had
to reduce the price. So much for compul-
lion. Voluntary efforta are evidently far
more effective. For some considerable time,
an effort has been made to export eggs from
Western Australia and I would like to in-
form the House what has been achieved in
that direction during the last six years. In
1024 we exported 18,045 dozen eggs, and in
1925, 38,006 dozen. We had built up quite
a decent little export trade by that time, and
in 1926 we sent away 198,980 dozen. In the
following year, 1921, when the Common-
wealth Act and the regulations uinder it were
first brought into operation, our exports
slumped to 62,520 dozen. That was due to
the fact that our poultry farmers did not
produce a standard of egg tbat, according

to the Commonwealth regulations came up
to export quality. Thousands of eggs in-
tended for export were accordingly rejected.
Profiting by the experience gained that year,
in 1928 we started to build up the export
trade again, and sent away 111,885 dozen
eggs, and in 1929, 174,720 dozen. For 1930,
on the basis of the exports that are taking
place, it is estimated that something like
240,000 dozen eggs will be sent away. I
cannot help thinking that if the Bill becomes
law, it will be necessary to set up some
organisation to control the business. Those
who have been attempting to conduct a
voluntary pool in Western Australia and
have not met with the success they deserved
or desired, would probably be at least some
of those who would control the compulsory
pool and handle our eggs. I want to say at
once that that will not be acceptable to the
country producers of eggs in Western Aus-
tralia. In fact, I doubt whether it will be
acceptable to the egg producers in the metro-
politan area.

Hon. W. fl. Johnson: Those who will con-
trol will have to be elected.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUILTURE:
If any proof were needed in support of my
contention, we have it in the figures avail-
able, which go to show what eggs are being
handled by the poultry committee and what
eggs are dealt with through the ordinary
channels of trade. The private tradlers are
getting most of the business, and the volun-
tary pool has not done as well as I1 desire
or as the member for Gaildford-Mfidland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) would wish.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You hnow that the
private traders are merchants buying eggs
and making a profit themselves. I want that
profit to go to the producers.

The Minister for Railways: You can make
a return to the producers now if you desire.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUlLTURE:
Some time ago representatives of the poultry
organisations in the metropolitan area
waited upon me and asked that the Govern-
ment should introduce a measure similar to
that now before the House. The Govern-
ment gave the matter serious consideration,
but decided that they would not father the
Bill, the policy of the Government being
that it would be better, in the interests of
the producers and of all concerned, to allow
the natural channels of trade to carry on
rather than to interfere with them and bring
in a measure of compulsion. I am perfectly
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satisfied that voluntary effort can and will
achieve all that can be claimed for compul-
sion. In fact, I think the advocates of com-
pulsion have altogether over-estimated the
advantages of it and under-estimated the
advantages of voluntary effort. If, like the
wheat growers, they have private firma
operating and a voluntary pooi as well, then
if the voluntary pool gives service to the
producers such as the voluntary wheat pool
has given, I am satisfied that, as time goes
on, the voluntary pool will easily collar the
bulk of the trade being done, and that the
producers will be quite satisfied with their
efforts. Recently the Department of Agri-
culture, in endeavouring to assist the egg
producers of the State, attempted to get a
concession from the Federal Government.
Our produers have demonstrated that they
are exporting eggs of a higher quality than
those despatehed from any other State in
Australia. Because of that, we have been
trying to induce the Federal Minister
for Markets to approve of our eggs being
branded as Western Australian. Unfortu-
nately we have not been successful in our
effort so far, but we are following the matter
up still further in the hope that the Milt-
ister will accede to our request and allow us
to brand our eggs as "Western Australian
eggs" instead of as "Australian eggs.' If
our efforts prove successful, it will assist
materially in the further expansion of the
export trade of this State. I wish to read to
the House a few lines from a report in a
South Australian newspaper, which has just
come to hand, and which has reference to the
operations of the voluntary egg pool in that
State. The report contains the following:-

From a small beginning of five members
pooling about 200 dozen eggs a week, the
Association is now more than 400 strong,
pooling 40,000 dozen eggs in springtime and
supplying 60 per icnt. of the South Austra-
lian. exports to the United Kingdom.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Now go on and
read the lot.

The 1INISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
In conclusion, I wish to issue a note of
warning to members of Parliament -who re-
present country constituencies. I warn.
them that this effort of compulsion is an
effort by the suburban poultry raisers and
some suhurban politicians, and will not he
in the best interests of the egg producers
throughout the country districts. I suggest
to them that they would be wise in the

interests of their constituents Dot to allow
the Bill to become law.

Mr. Corboy: Read the whole clipping.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:

It is not the slightest use for any member
of Parliament to try to interrupt me while
I enm speaking. It is absolutely impossible
for me to hear interjections that have fallen
from hon. members. That is not my fault,
hut my misfortune. I have not heard one
interjection.

The Minister for Railways: You have not
missed anything.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTITREt
I may not have missed anything, although
members of Parliament may say that they
have not heard much. I shall vote against
the second reading of the Bill, and I hope
it will not he agreed to.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MR. SAMPSON (Swan) [9.24]: 1 sup-
port the Bill.

Mi. MceCallum, Yon are one of the sub-
urban politicians!1

Mi. SAM1PSON: I am disappointed that
the Minister did not read the whole of the
newspaper clipping to which he referred.
Had he done so he would have disclosed to
the House that the South Australian egg
producers are desirous of an egg control
hoard being established in their State. I
realise, as everyone who has given the slight-
est consideration to the subject must appre-
ciate that this problem bristles with diffi-
culties. There is one object only in tonnec-
tion with the Bill and that is to give to
those who are engaged in the poultry in-
dustry an opportunity to make a living.
The position to-day is that, in a marketing
sense, we are living in a by-gone age.

Mr' Panton: I hope the eggs are not in
the same state.

Mr. SAMYPSONX: We have failed to kaep
pace with the forward movement in other
countries. I shall endeavour to show by
references to what is done elsewhere and to
statements by various authorities, that -lie
Bill now before hon. members is jq the
interests of the producers, the eon~mmrr'
and the State generally.

The Chief Secretary: And in the nt crc-is
of those outside Australia, too I

'Mr. SAMPSON : Outside Australia the
prinviple ii recognised. as I hope to demn-
istrate.
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The Minister for Railways: And you are
ill favour of a monopoly!

Mr. SA31PSON: I applaud the action of
the member for Guildford-Midland. (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) in introducing the Bill. I
am sorry the Government could uot see their
way clear to introduce it. It would have
been a great pleasure to me to have sup-
ported a Government measure, not that I
desire to imply disrespect for the Bill now
before the House. As the member for
Guildford-Mlidland himself explained, a Bill
introduced by a private member is accom-
panied by grave difficulties from a Consti-
tutional standpoint. I would like to read a
few remarks issued by the Federal Minister
for 'Markets, in connection withi Empire
marketing--

Everywhere we have been losing giound
while the traders of the United States, better
informed and equipped, keener perhaps in the
study of local requirements and with greater
driving power behind them, have gone rapidly
ahead. The moral of all this is plain. It
means, as Mr. Lennox B. Lee, the retiring
president of the Federation of British in-
dustries, recently pointed out, that we must
discard old ideas of organisation and methods
of distribution, adopt mass production, work
more efficiently, rationalise our machinery
and our labour, and unify interest and aim ,
with the co-operation of capital and labour
asl the essential preliminary cionditio. Our
whole outlook involves the applieastinn of
scientific control to industry in its entirety.

Thle first argument brought forward against
the Bill to establish an egg control board
is that a voluntary effort could be made by
the producersi, and thus the difficulty would
be overcome. That method Juis been tried
over and over again, and always the result
has been failure. For a time it appeared
that a measure of success would attend the
voluntary efforts made. On the argument
that half a loaf is better than no bread, so
long as a considerable proportion of those
engaged in the industry participated in the
voluntary pool, something was achieved, but
as time wvent on the numrber of producers
supporting the effort lessened, and so it is
realised that a voluntary effort in connec-
tion with egg marketing is hopeless. The
argument used that the wheat pool is a
success, is answered by the fact that educa-
tion along the lines of compulsion has made
that voluntary effort possible. I hope that
hon. members will give those engaged in the
poultry industry an opportunity to test out
real organisation along compulsory lines.

If that is done, even for a period of a fewv
years, I am satisfied that thereafter there
will be no return to the present chaotic
position. It is always realised that the
local market is the best market but that
export is essential. Naturally endeavours
are made to secure the local market, but
unless export is maintained a glut soon
occurs. Organisation, therefore, is necs-
sary, and all producers should participate.
The marketing difficulties that face this
primary industry, as well as others, are
world-wide. The worst feature is that the
efforts of those who endeavour to market
efficiently are injured by a section which
does not realise the value of organisation.
Those people claim something termed lib-
erty or freedom, and as a result they remain
chained to out-of-date methods which really
hold them as slaves or serfs. It is ad-
mnitted that some Australian products figure
very badly in the world's markets. Aus-
tralia does not stand up as well as does
New Zealand. In London Mr. H. E. Ste-
vens, a member of the New Zealand Export
Control Board, has made the marketing of
New Zealand products very much more suc-
cessful than. it was prior to the appoint-
ment of that officer under the New Zealand
Export Control Act. Under that Act Mr.
Stevens has absolute power. Some evidence
was given in the Perth "Daily News" of
the 31st June last which I think is of suffi-
cient interest to read. In that issue Mr.
T. M. Wilford, the New Zealand High Com-
missioner, quoting the Empire Marketing
Board as an authority, claimed that New
Zealand producers of meat, butter, cheese,
honey, and other products were absolutely
up to date in'comparison with their world
competitors. ifr. Wilford therefore be-
lieved that he was entitled to congratulate
not only New Zealand's producers, but also
its trade representatives. It is a matter
for regret that we have not the same justi-
fication for congratulation. We are lacking
in those efforts of organisation which in
the Dominion have been made possible by
statute. The position is that we are really
out of step with modern marketing methods.
In California great progress has been made.
That State has gone further than most
other countries, and to-day spares no effort
in placing her products on the markets of
the world. Californian trade commissioners
are sent out, ana sairefully-devise& standardr
isation laws are enforced. As a matter of
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fact California is so well organised, and
her products are distributed to such an ex-
tent, that even in countries -adjacent, to
Australia California holds the market for
citrus fruits, bananas, etc., which New Zea-
land cannot produce. For New Zealand
those fruits are provided, not by Australia,
but by other countries, principally by
California. Yet in point of location to the
New Zealand market Australia has a very
great advantage indeed over California.
But California has shown by her methods
of marketing that she is able to lead the
world in these matters. As I was observ-
ing, from California trade commissioners
are sent out to 'go thrqugh different parts
of the world making arrangements for the
reception of Californian products. In this
way real assistance by the State Govern-
ment of California is rendered. Here in
Western Australia we have Organisation in
most things; Organisation in regard to
finance, in regard to shipping, in regard to
trade workers, and in many other regards.

The Minister for Lands: We have certain
POOLS-

Mr. SAMPSON: There are in operation
what might be termned pools, because of the
existence of definite honourable under-
standings which have the effect of stabiis-
ing rates of interest, shipping rates, and
other charges. I realise that the poultry
industry is a particularly difficult one to
organise. There are in it a majority of
small producers. It is well recognised that
the bigger the concern, the more easily can
Organisation be brought about. The organi-
sations to which I referred,, bankers, ship-
ping, trade workers, and so on,
try to stabilise, and actually are
successful in stabilising, their services
to industry. We claim that if the egg pro-
ducers desire Organisation it should be in
their power to get it. But even the Minister
for Agriculture himself acknowledges that
the efforts he made proved, if not futile, at
least so discouraging that it was impossible
to hope for success. It is desired that our
poultry farmer-s who compete overseas should
have the assistance which is given by other
countries. It is asked that a measure, really
on the lines of the New South Wales Mar-
keting of Primary Products Act, on the
broad lines% on which the measure now before
the House has% been framed by the member

for Guildford, shall be approved. Some
of the reasons for control are as follows:-

Because grower-controlled marheting is in-
finitely superior to agent-controlled market-
ing, Grower-controlled marketing mneans
orderly marketing. The pooling system has
proved itself; it is far beyond the experi-
mental stage. Under the protection of a pool
the uplift of a" industry generally is possible;
the pool w-ould specialise in thie marketing
of eggs, and the board would give this matter
its sole attention. The elected representa.
tires of the growers, being growers them-
selves would have interests identical with
those of other growers. The board's deter-
mination would be to see that returns to
growers covered the cost of production plns
a fair margin of profit to which the grower
is entitled, and which all other classes in the
business community claim as their moral
tight. The pooi board could cold store the
surplus on behalf of the growers. The pool
would be in a position to supply intelligently
the demands of the local market by realising
just what the market car absorb.

The lack of a system means gluts and con-
sequent ruinous prices to all concerned. On
Monday evening last a public meeting was
held in Keough's Hall, Stirling-street, Perth.
That meeting had been called by advertise-
ment iii the weekly and daily Press, and it
was open to all concerned in the poultry in-
dustry.. It was a very large meeting, there
being insufficient seating accommodation for
all who attended, the number being about
300. The matter of pooling was discussed
at length, and questions were asked and
answered. Subsequently a vote was taken,
and with the exception of two or three per-
sons, the meeting was unanimously in favour
of the passing of the measure brought down
by the member for Guildford. The growers
themselves are satisfied that their sal-
vation lies in organisatiOn. Unquestionably
improvement will be brought about in that
way. Back in 1924 1 visited Queensland
in company with Mr. H. J. Yelland, M.LAJ.,
and while there I specially inquired into the
operations of the Egg Control Board.
Recently I wired to the Premier of
Queensland to ascertain the position to-day.
I am glad to say I now have the pri-
vilege of giving the House the latest infor-
ination, for the Premier of Queensland has
been good enough to send me a reply as
follows:-

Queensland egg pool was -reated in 19l23
and now applies to all persons with .50 fowls
or over in the populous south-eastern, portion
of Queensland. Since the pool was estub-
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lished, productiont in Queensland has practi-
cally doubled, andl without the pool it is diffi-
Cult to conceive how the local market could
have heen maintained in view of the vast
quantity of eggs that ]lave had to be ex-
ported.

If nothing further than that was submit-
ted to the House it would be, I think, suffi-
cient evidence to show justification for what
is being done. I have referred to organisa-
tion in New Zealand and California. In ad-
dition there is a measure of control in South
Africa and also in Canada. In Canada it is
a very real measure. I refer particularly
to the province of British Columbia, where
control'-on the lines of eomniittee-of-direc-
tion methods has been in existence for the
past three or four years. Only a few weeks
ago 1 received a letter from the chairman
of the board, who says that although they
have plenty of trouble, the position is better
beeahse of the organisation they now have.
Nobody expects that the operation of this
Bill wvill eliminate all trouble. That would
be too much altogether to expect. There will
always be difficulties. Difficulties; are not
objected to, so long as it is possible to ex-
port a sufficient number of eggs in order
to give to those engaged in the industry the
advantage of the big London and Old World
markets. It is a fact that Western Aus-
tralia offers wonderful inducements for
poultry raising. I need not dwell on that,
for it is well known. Our climate is won-
derfully adapted to egg production, but ex-
perience has proved that progress in market-
ing is only possible when the producers have
the advantage of control of sales and distri-
bution. This statement, I claim is
supported by the experience of other coun-
tries to which I have referred. The Bill
aims to give control, but only if and when
three-fifths of the commercial producers de-
sire it. Under* control the price of eggs
is stabilised. We learned when in Queens-
land that prior to the establishment- of the
egg pool prices fluctuated very greatly in-
deed, and that in a few days they went from
Is. 3d. to 2. 6d., and from 2s. 6d. hack to
Is. 3d. Such things could not happen under
the operations of the control board, for if
there is one thing the board would do,' it
would be to stabilise prices, and so protect
the producers, protect the consumers, and
generally improve the industry.

Mr. Panton: Will it protect the fowls it

Mr. SAMPSON: All the Bill seeks to do,
is to provide machinery for organisation; in
other words, it is an enabling Bill designed
to make possible without further recourse
to Parliament the control of the marketing
of eggs. The Bill provides that a majority
of three-fifths of the producers in certain
areas may secure control subject to a vote
being taken. The assumption of control by
egg producers does not follow as a matter
of course on the passing of the Bill. A
vote must be taken, and thus there are ade-
quate safeguards for those who may oppose
the measure. A board of five is provided
for, two to be nominated by the Govern-
ment, and the other three to be elected by
the producers. It is surely reasonable to
ask that those who produce the eggs should
have control of them, that if three-fifths of
those engaged in the industry in a certain
area vote for it, they should have the power
of control. An~ effective majority is there-
fore essential before anything can be done.
It is no mere statement to say that our poul-
try producers have their backs to the wall.
It is an absolute truth. The poultry indus-
try has been hard hit lately, and the reason
for it is largely the absence of orgazisation.
It is no one's business to see that eggs are
exported. This is left to anyone, and con-
sequently it is not properly done. Not many
wveeks ago 1 was in Perenjori. I mention
this to showv how poorly eggs are distributed
and the ineffectual methods that obtain in
our own State. At Perenjori, with a friend,
I went to a refreshment room and ordered
ham and eggs, and the surprising fact is
there were no eggs in the town.

Mr. Penton: There were plenty at Peren-
jori the other day.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps so. It is a
remarkable thing that where there is no
organisation, one day there is a glut and
another day there is a famine. On the day
following my arrival at Perenjori, eggs
arrived.

Mr. Parton: Had there been an election
meeting the night before?
* Mr.. SAMPSON: If there is one thing
control would ensure, it is a supply of eggs
to all centres. We have an army of umn-
ployed in Western Australia.

The 'Minister for Railwvays: I have heard
that before.

3Mr. SAMPSON: 'Many of those people
would find profitable employment if this
industry were organised. There is an al-
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most unlimited market overseas to which
eggs could be exported.

-Mr. MarshaU: You never appreciate the
solution of your troubles.

M1r. SAMPSON: Other countries have
developed organisation to an extraordinary
pitch of perfection. We realise that it can
be done here, but only on the lines of or-
ganisation set forth in the Bill. The success
that has attended the operation of the Dried
Fruits Act is a complete answer to those who
claim that compulsion would be a mistake.
Again, we have the Sandalwood Act passed
in the concluding session of the last Parlia-
ment. Members will recall that the measure
was passed without a single protest, even
from the most conservative of members.
That measure was one of c;ompulsion. In
addition to wiriug the Premier of Queens-
land, I wired the -Minister for Agriculture
in New South Wales, Mr. Thorby. Ile re-
Plied-

Marketing eggs under organised control
allows advances to be made farmers, also pro-
vides surplus be exported. Any loss result-
ing from export distributed over whole in-
dustry and not borne by limited number.
Interstate price cutting has involved board
in considerable difficulty.

That is realised, but it is hoped, since Queens-
land and New South Wales have already
organised, that a Bill is before the Legis-
la tive Assembly of Victoria, and that South
Australian p~roducers are striving to obtain
control, it will not be long before we have
control boards in the poultry industry just
as we have in the dried fruits industry.
There is co-operation in the fullest degree in
regard to dried fruits, each State being
protected. If this Bill be passed, it will only
remain for South Australia to adopt similar
legislation, and then we shall have the same
control in the egg industry as we
have i the dried fruits industry. Under
the measure there -will be ample oppor-
tunity definitely to ensure that good
fresh eggs will be available for the public.
That will be a good thing. If theme is any-
thing calculated to encourage the eonstuap-
tion of eggs, it is the definite knowledge
that they are of good quality. "Eat more
eggs!P

7

Member: Give the fowls more ginger.
Mr. SAM1PSON: The trouble is that

at exiting lprices a producer tculd not
afford to give them green grass. Organisa-

tion is necessary; otherwise we shall get
nowhere.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister for Railways
will get all the eggs he wants at the next
election.

Mr. SAMPSON: Let me give a few de-
tails regarding the New South Wales Egg
Marketing Board. On the 30th June, 1930,
the chairman issued the first annual report,
which stated-

The majority of the egg producers with=s
the controlled area loyally support the board.
The areas concerned are the counties of
Cumuberland and Northumberland, and the
shires of Nattai and Wollondilly. Some i1
authorised agents in Sydney, Newcastle, and
Maitland handle the board's eggs.

It has been claimed that when there is con-
trol, the small producer has his business
taken from him and that he is no longer
able to supply the needs of a small round
which he has hitherto carried on,

The Minister for Lands: He will not be
able to do so under this measure.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill makes provi-
sion for exemptions, and exemptions also
operate under the New South Wales Act.
In that State a large number of exemptions
are granted to producers, thus permitting
them to sell privately the whole or any part
of their products. Altogether 37 per cent.
of the product is sold by exempted produc-
eras, and 63 per cent. through authorised
agents. It is proposed that the Western
Australian board should have similar power.
The board's work is sometimes not clearly
understood and criticism, much of it very
unfair, has been levelled against the New
South Wales pool. Criticism will he levelled
against every effort made by the producers
to place their industry on a proper basis.
Success always brings criticism, but the fact
is indisputable that the New South Wales
Act is proving advantageous to the pro-
ducers of that State. The sme applies in
Queensland; the same will apply hare. The
object-of levelling criticism is to create dis-
sension, to break down the confidence of
producers. The New South Wales board
has received much support. The M1inister
for Agriculture, the Colonial Treasurer, and
I dare say the whole of the Government of
New South Wales stand behind it. Some-
times it is considered that Labour Govern-
ments alone support methods of organisa-
tion. That is not so.

MiT-. Marshall: They do initiate intelli-
gent legislation.
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regulations have been tabled which have
passed by unnoticed. Indeed, I am not
sure whether it may not truly be said that
we have somewhat abused the trust which
has been reposed in us by having extended
privileges and concessions to ourselves, to
say nothing of having increased our own
salaries on two or three occasions. The
article in the "West Anstralian" sets out an
appalling state of affairs, and its publica-
tion has rendered the public a great ser-
vice. Let me traverse what is pointed out.
Firstly we are told that each member of
Parliament is supplied with a free gold
pass. This entitles the holder to travel not
only upon the State Railways, but upon
State steamers and over all the lines of the
Eastern States, including the Common-
wealth railways.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is that correct about
the State steamers?

Hon. J. M. Drew: No; it is not correct.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I ami told that mein-
hers do travel on State steamers, merely
paying for their meals; that the passage
is as free as on the State railways.

Hon. G. W. Miles: I think it applies only
to members for the North-West.

Hon. J. M. Drew: That is so.
Hon. G. W. Miles: And they pay the

victualling allowance.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am. giving hon.
members what appears in the article I have
here, and what I have learnt on makin in-
quiries. I may add that my inquiries have
not been made from men in the street. No
complaint can well be advanced against the
practice in general, because it is essential
that members of Parliament should be able
to travel freely, ad this they do not do if
they had to pay for each journey out of
their salaries.

Hon. E). H. Harris: In those circ-um-
stances many members would be compelled
to live in the city.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: They would be com-
pelled to live in the city, or on the Other
hand they would not be able to do their
duty to their constituents as they ought to
do by' being present within the constituen-
cies. But the privilege does not stop there.
It carries with it the right of the holder to
take his wife and children under 16 years of
age over the railways twice a year without
charge. There can be no possible justifica-
tion for this, and in these times the conees-

sion ought to be cut out. Then there are
holders of life passes which are provided
(a) for Premiers who have held office for
one year or more, (b) for Presidents and
Speakers who have served for three years,
(c) for Cabinet Ministers who, in the aggre-
gate, have held office for three years, (d)
Leaders of Opposition on completion of six
years' service in the aggregate, (e) persons
who have served 25 years as members of the
Federal Parliament Why members of the
Federal Parliament and not members of the
State Parliament does not appear, but in not
one of the instances set out can the issue
of life passes be justified from my point of
view. These passes carry with them free
journeys and free sleeping berths for wives
and families tWice in every year. There is
no warrant for such privileges at the ex-
pense of the taxpayer. The privileges
should attach to the member, and not to his
wife or family. Next come Presidents and
Speakers who have served for three years.
What justification is there for this on top
of an additional salary of £400 a year,
making £1,000 in all, besides other smaller
privileges? Here again not only is the life
pass for themselves, but it carries wife and
family privileges. Next we have the heads
of departments, each of whom is entitled
to free railway travel. Why, I do not
know. If an officer is called upon to travel
ia connection with any work he is engaged
upon, his expenses ought to be debited to
the work and confined to such. Certainly
there is no justification for the free use
of the railway; whether the occasion
he for work or for joy riding.
Since looking at the matter I have received
a note from a prominent gentleman in this
community. I will not mention his name,
but I will show the note to any bon. member
who desires to see it. The gentleman
writes--

Regarding railway passes, it is interesting
to know that quite a number of highly placed
civil servants have railway or tramway
passes, or both, from their homes to their
offices; also a good number have the telephone
installed and annual payment is made by the
Governmnent, the excuse being that the duties
of office m~ight require then, to be called at
night or on Sundays. Eveni the president
and secretary of the Trotting Club have free
p'asses o" the tramts, on the ground that
their trotting meetings bring much revenue
to the trainway' s. Railway employees and
their famnilies, of course, are almost tin-
limited.
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A most grave position exists in connection
with the permanent employees of the Rail-
way Department. It is usual in the case of
all railways, including private companies, to
grant travelling concessions to their em.-
ployees. But the conditions prevailing here
are somewhat different from those -which
operate in connection with some other rail-
ways and private companies. Here we have
not only annual leave but long service leave.
During tbese occasions not only are the
employees permitted to travel free, but they
may take their wives, unmarried daughters
of any age, and sons up to 18 years of age,
to and from any places within the limits of
the railway system. I have verified these
facts from the proper channel. In addition
to this they and their families are entitled
to two destination passes annually. This
means that the place of travel is specified,
whereas in the case of the annual leave
privileges there is no limitation. In addi-
tion to this an unlimited number of privi-
lege tickets is obtainable at half the single
fare for the return journey. Thus the em-
ployees are practically the owners of the
railways for the time being, going where
they please and whben they please. I amt
advised that in the good old days it was
quite a common practice for heads of de-
partments to find some urgent work to be
done at, say, Kalgoorlie when the racing
carnival was on. I do not think the present
heads continue the practice. At the same
time, there is no justification whatever for
heads of departments having the free use
of the railways, either to take them to their
homes, or to participate in a holiday jaunt
if they so require. Still further, season
tickets at half fare are available for the em-
ployees to travel to and from work. Again,
those employed in isolated places are en-
titled to medical passes whenever required.
Moreover, market passes to the nearest mar-
ket town are issued once a month, and are
available for the employee, his wife, or
housekeeper, or his children between 5 years
and 14 years. An employee's wife or house-
keeper may also on application obtain a
fortnightly pass, if desired, for marketing
,purposes. TDhen, notwithstanding dis~rict
allowances, free freight from the nearest
market town up to two cwt. per fortnight
is provided, in addition to which meat,
bread, vegetahles and. dairy produce are
carried free as and whenever required. Eix-
cept, say, in the ease of the annual holiday

and the free journeys for marketing pur-
poses, not one of these privileges is war-
ranted. Employees of the railways have
sheltered jobs, good pay and district allow-
aces. Members may not appreciate what

these concessions mean. If they will turn
to the Revenue Estimates they will find on
page 24, Premier's Department, the follow-
iug items: 17 Travelling concessions to
members of Parliament and life pass hold-
ers, £3000. That was for last year. 2, Pay-
ment to Railway Department to eover all
charges for f ree passes, special trains, ears,
etc., £1,500. 3, Railway and tramway passes
for disabled returned soldiers, £e500. The
first item, £3,000, is used to provide £150
per annum for each life pass bolder. This
£150 is paid into a pool covering all the
State and Commonwealth railways, out of
which each contributor draws its share on
the basis of the number of its life pass hold-
ers. The next two items, £1,500 and £500,
go together, and involve the State Railway
Department in a very heavy annual loss.
If members will turn to Appendix 0, page
91 of the Railway Commis-sioner's repoi't,
they will find a statement showing0 that the
items covered by this £2,004) have involved
the department in a cost of £36,057, or a
loss of £34,057. The statement. reads as
follows:-

Plus value of .Partiameiitary and other ser-
vices, etc., performned under instructions from
the Giovernment, exclusive of £2,000 paid by
the Trcasury-14,057.

In other words the Railway Department linS
been instructed to perform serivices at a
cost of X36,057, against which the Depart-
menit has received £2,000. An ordinary sta-
tion to station pass in this State, that is an
all lines pass, costs £158, and this added to
the £150 paid into the pool makes it £308
as the value of a life pass to a Premier who
was for one year in office. So he receives
the equivalent of a pension of £-308 per
annum indirectly through the life pass to
which he has becomie entitled. The Budget
provision and the actual cost show how
members and the public are deluded into
thinking that £2,000 is tine cost, whereas.
actually it is £36,057., Let ale point to an-
other fact. All railway enip~ovees, are en-
titled to annual leave and long qcrvice levve..
During those periods, the railways are Freely
itsed hy the men and their families. Some
time ag-o there were 1,800 men employed at
the Midland Works;hops. I do' not know
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Mr. SAMPSON: Both the Queensland
and the New South Wales Governments are
Nationalist-Country Party Governments.
Those interested in the welfare of the pro-
ducers, regardless of party, have come to-
gether and done everything in their power
to assist the industry. By passing measures
of control, those engaged in the industry
have been able to operate on a proper basis.
Let me refer to the result that followed, the
first year's operations in New South Wales.
From the 12th August to the 11th Novem-
ber, 1929, 55,000 cases, each of 30 dozen,
were exported overseas from the controlled
area. The net realisation was Is. 114d. per
dozen. In the aggregate 14,232,310 dozen
eggs were controlled, the gross value being
£1,087,190. The cost of doing this amounted
to one-tenth of a penny per dozen. That
wonderful result was achieved after 12
months' control in New South Wales. Mem-
bers have heard the telegram forwarded by
the Premier of Queensland and of the won-
derful success that has followed control
there. The Minister for Agriculture in New
South Wales recently made the following
remarks:-

I am satisfied that the State Marketing
Bureau will soon conme to play an important
part in the extension of production in New
South Wales. The scientific problems of pro-
duction already receive the attention of the
department over which I have the honour to
preside, and we now propose to embark seri-
ously on a continuous study of the economnic
problems of primary industry, with particular
attention to the questions of markets and
marketing.

In face of those statements, can anyone
doubt that in that State there will be pros-
perity and progress in primary industries?

The Minister for Lands: Do not you
know what happened to the compulsory
wheat pool?

Mr. SAMPSON: I should very much
like to have a few words to say on that sub-
ject, but to do so at this stage would be out
of order. 'Mr. Thorhy continues-

The significance of this development it
would be difficult to over-estimate. To re-
place assumption with knowledge, and to sub-
stituto a lplan of campaign for haphazard
action, may be said to be the functions of the
State Marketing Bureau, and, with the prob-
able adoption of the principle of collective
marketing by many branches of primary in-
dustry, the need for such an organisation be-
comes apparent. In any circumstances, the
need for it remains, and it is encouraging to
report that at a recent conference in Perth
of Ministers of Agriculture it was agreel that

nll the States should establish bureaux on
similar lines for the study of agricultural
economics, and should co-operate in develop-
ing the work of the bureau for the common
good. .. . Only one word more. Study will
show that the interests of the community at
large are conserved in the Act, and that the
powers of a marketing board, so essential to
effective marketing, are associated with pro-
visions iii the public interest. The Market-
ing ot Primary Products Act will not operate
to the disadvantage of the consumer,

I was very disappointed to hear the oppo-
sition voiced by the Minister for Agricul-
ture to-night. I had hoped he would take
the same view that was taken by his pre-
decessor in office. In August, 1927, a depu-
tation consisting of representatives of the
egg producing industry, and including
Messrs. S. Dolman, M. Love, Rt. Knight,
J. T. Roberts, J. Russell, and S. Cunning-
ton was introduced by me to the then Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Mr. Millington), and
we discussed the matter very fully with him.
I am glad to say the Minister was very sym-
pathetic. In his concluding r-cmar-ks hie
said-

For somec time I have taken a keen interest
i the extension of the industry, and I do not
know of irk industry which might expand so
rapidly were a reasonable price assured. -It
is the absence of that which has kept the
industry back. I cannot speak for the Got-
ernient, but I amn in entire sympathy with
your desire, and if you will furnish me with
the informiation I seek, I wouild be prepared
to recommend that your request be given con-
sideration by the Government.

The Minister for Railways: Who was
that?

Mr. SAMPSON: 'The then M1inister for
Agriculture (Mr. Millington).

The Minister for Railways: What deci-
sion did he arrive at?

Mr-. SAMPSON: The present Minister
says that the natural channels of trade will
do what is necessary in respect to organis-
tag the industry.

Mr. Munsie: They will go on bleeding
the primary producers as they have done
in years past.

The Minister for Railways: What did
.you do during your six years of office?

Mr. SAMPSON: I claim that the natural
chaunels of trade will not do what is neces-
sary. It is left to those in the industry,
supported by the Parliamentary represen-
tatives, to obtain statutory power, other-
wise they will get nowhere. Many of these
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producers have striven hard. Much hon-
orary work has been put into an effort to
organise the industry, but the result has
always bqeen the same-failure. The Mlinis-
ter referred to the efforts made by those in
primary industries. I venture the opinion
that it is impossible for anyone to give a
single example where efficient marketing or-
ganisation along the lines of voluntary effort
has ever been successful. There is no in-
stance of it. That experience is by no
means restricted to Western Australia. In
this State we are in a marketing sense liv-
ing in a by-gone age. This statement has
no party signiflcance. Everyone in the
House is animated by a desire to asist
those on the land. It is generally agreed
that our wealth comes from the land. If
we look after those who are engaged in
primary production, we look after all, and
success to thle State must follow. From. the
standpoint of marketing we are a long way
behind our competitors.

Mr. Withers: You have a lot Of Primary
producers behind you on the cross benches.

Mr. S AMSON: I foresee great diffi-
culties in die finding of markets for our
produce. It is only by thorough organis-
tion, standardisation, and control that
efficiency can be secured. I hope the Bill
will pass, and that those engaged in the
industry will be given the consideration they
both need and deserve.

on motion by Minister for Railways, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.7 ps.

tCQLIAtiv Coulicil,
Thursday, 2nd October, 1930.

Standing orders............................
Twnpomary, Obairmo of Committees
Motions: llwvay free Pass. to restrict.

Cam lodustr, to inquire by Roya Commaison
Blh: S=tffo. 2)9O O all ... ..

PA22
822
822

825
Sea

The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 430
p.m., and read prayers.

STANDING ORDERS.
The PRESIDENT: I desire to announce

that I have received from His Excellency
the Governor a message approving of the
amendments to the Standing Orders that
were adopted by the Legislative Council on
the 23rd September, 1930.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMhTTEES.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with
the power given to the President under the
Standing Orders as amended, I nominate
for the present session the following mnem-
hers to act as temtporary Chairmen of Corn-
inittees :-Hon. J. Nicholson, Hon. H.
Stewart, and Hon. W. H. Kitson.

MOTION-RAILWAY FREE PASSES,
TO RESTRICT.

RON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.35]: I move--

That in the opinion of this Hjouse the time
has arrived when the practice of issuing life
and free passes oil State railways and tram-
ways should cease, except in the following
cases:-(a) to members of Parliament dur-
ing their tenure of office; (b) to railway em-
ployees in remote districts for the purpose of
marketing and for one journey each year for
themselves, their wives and families when on
annual holiday; (e) to maimed soldiers.

An article which appeared in the "West
Australian" on Wednesday last has im-
pelled me to table this motion. Although
I have been in this State for 48 years, I
was never before aware that the system of
privileges had grown to such an extent as
to become a public scandal. We members
of Parliament cannot well exonerate our-
selves from blame, for, from time to time.


