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fenee in the schedule up to that of an ex-
empted fence, the amendment of the
schedule, to provide for a fence 785 inches
above ground, is necessary. It will be noted
that the overhang is not now specified. That
provision is not inclnded as some of the road
boards ohjected to the fence overhanging
roads, and there was a possibility of owners
being liable for damages if any person
suffered injury through coming in contaet
with it. Before concluding, I desite to in-
form hon. members of the state of the fund
to which the special tax for the destruction
of wild dogs, foxes and eagle-hawks, is paid.
As hon. members are aware, the maxzimum
rate of tax permissible is 1d. in the £ on
pastoral holdings and 14d. in the £ on farm
lands, The maximum amount that can be
obtained on that rate of tax is £47,000.
Against that amount, the annuval expendi-

ture for the three years during which

bonuses have heen paid, is as follows:—
1527-28 £35,11
1928-29 £10,151
1989-130 £31,173

It will thus be seen that the maximum rate
only provides sufficient for the annual ex-
penditure. Admittedly theve has been a con-
siderable surplus at the Treasury sinee the
fund was first colleeted. That surplus was
due to the fact that the first yvear's rating
overlapped the vating by the local vermin
boards for the same purpoese, and, in con-
sequence, practically no expenditure was in-
eurred from the fund for the first year. Be-
canse of that, the credit balance arose. To
adjust the position, the rate of tax was re-
duced last year te Yzd. in the £ on pastoral
holdings and %d. in the £ on farm lands,
and the amount collected was £23,500. The
revised rate of tax resulted in the surplus
heing redueed by £27,675 and on the 30th
June, 1930, there was a credit balance of
£28,607 at the Treasury. This year it is
intended again to levy the lower rate of tax,
namely 50 per cent, of the maximum rate,
and it is estimated that the amount collected,
together with the credit balance, will provide
only sufficient for the year’s requirements.
In faet, unless colleetions are well main-
tained, it is quite possible the assistance of
the Treasury may be required before the end
of the year. During the 12 months ended
30th June, 1030, the following vermin were
paid for:—
Wild dogs
Foxes
Eagles

14,815, deercase of 2,133
11,039, increasec of 7,370
10,859, inerease of §,924
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Since the Act was amended to provide for
increased bonuses, the number of dingoes
paid for each year has shown a decrease,
whilst foxes have not only inereased in num-
bers, but appeared in fresh districts each
vear. I move—

That the Bill be now read a second time.

On motion by Hon. J. Nicholson, debate
adjowrned.

House adjourned at 6.2 p.m.
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The BPEAKER took the Chair at 4.30
p.m., and read prayers.

QUESTION—RAILWAY FREIGHTS.

AMr. WANSBROUGH asked the Minister
for Railways: 1, Is it a fact that railway
freichts on small consignments of perish-
able gonds, such as fruit and vegetables,
have been inereased 15 per cent. plus 9d.
addifional loading charges, as from the
22nd September? 2, If so, is it considered
that this is in the best interests of the pro-
flucer, consumer and State in general?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS re-
plied: 1, Freights on certain classes of goods
bave been increased by 15 per cent, and
the loading charge by 3d. per ton, but the
fiat rate of 1s. 6d. per case on single cases
of fruit by any train has not been altered.
Other small consignments would come under
the 15 per cent. increase, but the amount
involved in such cases is not considerable.
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2, The inereases were necessary owing to
the financial position of the Railway De-
partment,

BILL—SUPPLY (No. 2), £970,000.

Standing Orders Suspension.

THE PREMIER AND TREASURER
{Hon. Sir James Mitchell-Northam)
[4.37]: I move—

That so much of the Standing Orders be
suspended as is neeessary to enable resolu-
tions from the Committees of Supply and
Ways and Means to be reported and adopted
on the sume day on which they shall have

passed those Committees, and also the passing
of a Supply Bill through all its stages 1n one

day.

Question put and passed.

Message.

Message from the Governor received and
read reeommending appropriation for the
purposes of the Bill.

Committee of Supply.

The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Supply, Mr. Richardson in the
Chair,

The PREMIER: I move—

That there be granted to His Majesty on

acvount of the service for the year ending
uth June, 1931, a sum not exeeeding

£0970,000.

The balance remaining from the previous
Supply, with this amount, will be suffi-
cient for two months. That is why the
amount is so small. The Leader of the
Opposition will notiee that it is very small,
and that no provision is made for any ex-
penditure of loan money.

Question put and passed.

Resolution veported and the report

adopted.

Commitiee of Ways and Means.
The House having resolved into Com-
mittee of Ways and Means, Mr. Richardson
in the Chaijr,

The PREMIER: T move—

That towards making good the Suppiy
granted to Flis Majesty to the service of the
year ending J0oth June, 1921, a sum not ex-
ceeding £930000 be granted out of the Uon-
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solidated Revenoe Fund aud £20,000 from the
Government Property Sales Fund.

Question puf and passed.

Resolution
adopted.

reported  and the report

Bill Introduced, ete.

Pursuant to the foregoing resolutions,
Bill introduced, passed through all stages
without debate, and transmitted to the
Council,

BILLS (2)—THIRD READING.
1, Anatomy.
2, Inspection of Seaflolding Aet Amend-
ment.
Transmitted to the Counecil.

BILL—MAIN ROADS.
Report of Committee adopted.

MOTION—EANGAROO AND OTHER
MARSUPIAL SKINS.

To discontinue royalties.

Debate resumed from the 17th Sentember
on the motion by Mr. Piessa—

That in the opinion of this House the
rovalties paid to the State upon kangarco
aud other marsunial skins should be dis-
continned.

ME. DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[4.53]: Because of my personal knowledge
of the destruetive habits of the kangaroo,
and hecause I have received numerous letters
seeking the abolition of the royalty on kan-
garoo skins, T am prompied to support
briefly the motion of the member for Katan-
ning (Mr. Piesse). 1 feel obiiged to the
hon. member for having submitted to the
House data essential to the considera-
tion of this important question. He has
left us in absolutely no doubt thaf the
kangaroo is a proven pest, and by no means
a desirable member of the Western Austra-
lian faunz such as we have been in the
habit of considering the animal fur many
years. I suppose we have a right to expect
something like 50,000,100 hushels from the
torthvoming erop. 1t may be regarded as
a fair eomputation that twe per cent. of



[1 Ocroeer, 1930,]

that erop is likely to be destroyed by kan-
garoos, tammar and brush, If that is a fair
proportion, it nieans a million bushels, which
guantity, at 2s. 6d. per hushel, represents
£125,000—a great deal of money to lose
from this one cause. If it should be con-
tended that two per cent. is too high a pro-
portion, surely it wiil be admitted that one
per cent. is not estimating it too libeially.
One per cent. rvepresents £62,500, and that
is too great an amount to lose, expecially
when it comes wholly from prefit. To com-
pute accurately the losses from®the pest is
difticult, buf for many years we have been
in the habit of calewlating the pecaniary in-
jury lrom this souree as between £50,000
and £100,000, I am sure that the Treasurer,
despite his keenness to keep the £5,000 he
now gets by way of royalty, would prefer to
see the huge sums I have quoted in eiren-
lation through the State rather than see it
eaten or destroyed by the pest, for we know
full weli that when the corn is ripe, a kan-
garov destroys a great deal more than be
eats. It is not so much a guestion whether
the Treasury ean afrond to lose the £5,000 ot
royalty. The point is that our one big
legislative duty is to preserve the continuify
and the prosperity of the agrienltural in-
dustry, and that we should endeavour to
save as much as possible of the £100,000 or
thereabouts te which I have referred, By
relinquishing the £5,000 of royalty we shall
not, naturally, save all the £100,006 now
being lost through the pest. T am well aware
of that. Manifestly we cannot in one year
destroy all the kangarcos that attack our
crops. \We ean, however, do something to-
wards it. But, putting that on one side, it
is fair to suggest that the Treasury would
more than reeoup itself from additions fo
the earnings of various departments, for
instance in the form of increased railway
freights and inereased collections by way of
taxation, interest and rent. 1 am quite ready
to admit—the point has been raised two or
three times during the debate—that the kan-
garvo is probably the most interesting of all
_the members of the Western Australian
fauna, and that it does seem a pity to pur-
sue the auimal relentlessly. Indeed, many
people seem to think that we yun a “risk
of bringing about the extinetion of {he kan-
garoo by vemoving the royalty and other
protective measures, Bui that is absolute
nonsense. 1 am sure that never before has
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the kangaroo led so right voyal an exist-
cuee as af present. Prior to the coming of
the white man kangaroos sutfered death by
tens of thousands every year from bungev
and thirst.  But nowadays we look after
them with unstinted generosity. We feed
them livst with nice green crops, and later
with nice ripe corn topped ofl with an ample
supply of clean water. The kangarve is
showing his appreciation of the improved
times by hreeding now-—accocding to men
who have knowledge of the facts—at double
the rate of olden times.

Hoen, 1. Collier: Who was here in mden
times to know?

Mr. DOXEY: We can no longer afiord
to keep the kaugaroo in these luxuries. Pre-
sent times are aliogether too hard. 1t has
become perfectly plain that the kangarve
is an undoubted menace. There ean be no
two opinions about that matter. I now sug-
gest to the Chief Secretary—as vecently I
did by way of question, without ohfaining
any satisfaction—that it is a perfecily fair
proposition to abolish the rvoyalty of 2d. per
Ib. on kangareo skins, with the ohjest of re-
placing it by a bonus of the same amount.
The kangavoo is taking altogether too heavy
a toll of the farmer’s profits. With some
authority I can say thai the animal, hy the
destruction it achieves, has forced quite a
nainher of farmers into bankruptey. 0Of
course, we like the kangaroo, but in econ-
omic self-defence we are eompelled to kill
the aiimal. T appeal Lo the Chief Secretary
t2 take the broadest view of the matter. The
hon. gentlemun realises, as 1 am sure dncs
every hon. member, that the agrieulturai in-
dustry is now if, a most precarious coudition,
and that it is the duty of the Treasury, as of
every other department, to shoulder its share
of the sacrifice. I can quite understard ihe
Government’s keenness to seeure the £5,000.

The Minister for Railways: Not so keen
as about some other amounts we would like
to get hold of.

Mr. DONEY: I am convinced that if the
(lovernment were to forego the rovalty, it
wounld be in the interests of farmers, I
appreciate the fact that the £5,000 repre-
sents complete profit, as I understand not a
penny piece 1s ineurred in expense in col-
lecting the royalty. T quite appreciate the
view of the Government that “s hird in the
hand is worth two in the bush.,” At the
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same time, I hope the Premier is nof be-
hindhand in appreciating the benefits that
would accrue to farmers if the royalty were
abolished. If he were prepared to adopt
the step I suggest, he would be in line with
what L believe to be the desire of every
farmer in Western Australia. On two or
three geeasions, the Chief Secretary has ex-
pressed his reluctance to abolish the royalty
in its entirefy, but I suggest to him that he
might he prepared to abolish it so far as it
is applicable to the agricultural areas. That
is a reasonable proposition to put to him.
It is bad to vetard preduction by seaking
to make a protit out of the pest in the way
the Chief Secretary is desivous of doing. I
hope sincerely that the motion will secure
all the suecess it deserves.

MR. J. H. SMITH (Nelson) [53}: I
support the motion moved by the member
for Katanning (Mr. Piesse}., Although my
distriet is not atfected by the ravages of the
kangarco to the extent evident in other
parts of the State, I s aware of the faet
that the rvoyalty mmposed on kangareo and
marsupial skins has proved a deterrent fo
men desirous ol destroving the pests. I
know of four younz men in my district
who went North some time ago Lor the pur-
pose of kangavoo hunting, but returned as
they found they were unable to make it
pay. Their experience was that the good
season on the Murchizon had provided so
mueh feed that the kangaroos were plenti-
ful, but, in view of the voyalty that had to
he paid, the game was not worth rollowing
up. It must be remembered that the royally
applies also to opessum skins. Last year,
the Labhour Government, acting perhaps on
the advice of my=elf aund other South-West
memhbers, deelared an apen season for opos-
sums in order to provide work for men whe
were unemployed. The toyalty on opossun
sking is 18s. per dozen. luodreds of men
took advantage of the artion of the Govern-
ment. They equipped themselves with tents
mul feed, but when thev came to tot up the
results of their venture, they found they
had to pay a royalty of 18s. per dozen on
the skins when they were valued at from
23+ 1o 23x per dozen. Somwe of fhe men
had small bank balanees and were alble to
pay the royalty. I know of three instanves
in particular. One man, who had been work-
ing, paid royalty on a bundred odd dozen.
To-day the skins are not worth more tham
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22s. 6d., royalty paid. In such cases, the
Government should forego the rovalty, 1
admit that the Fisheries Department held
on to the skins for some time in expectation
of an increased price being obtainable, but
no such fortunate seguel can be recorded.
If the motion be carried, it will represent
the loxs of a small amount, perhaps between
£4,000 and £5,000. The member for Nar-
rogin (Mr. Doney) and the member for
Katanning (Mr. Piesse} have indicated the
experiences ,of those who are suffering from
the ravages of the pest, and if the royalty
be foregone, there will be an incentive for
men to go out and secure skins,

MR. WITHERS (Bunbury} [5.3): I
have an open mind as to whether or not
kangaroos should be destroyed. The motion
ttoes not seem to be in aceord with the gen-
eral trend of the debate. Fvery member
who has spoken so far has deait whoily
und solely with the question of the kangareo
and, as one member said, “his cousins.”
They have left the opossum out of their
consideration altogether, The object of the
motion arises from the fact that the kan-
garoo has been destructive, hut the opos-
swie has heen left out of that eategory. The
Cliet Seeretary informed the House that
£0,000 represented a considerable sum of
money for the Government to forego. It
ltas not been indicated how mueh of that

amount vepresents rovalty on  opossum
skins.
Ar. Marshali: They ave not included;

the amonnt applies to kangavoo skins only.

Mr. WITHERS: The motion would be
made more acceptable if it were amended
s that opossums conld he dealt with. [

move an anendment-—
That after “skins™' the words “fexelusive
of oposswms’' he inserted.

HON. M. F. TROY (Mt llagnet)
[6.8]: 1 support the motion because I live
in an area that is devastated by kangaroos.
Agyone who bas had experience of the
ravazes of the pest appreciates the damage
that is done, particularly in the pastoral
areas, It has been said that there are more
kanzaroos than sheep in the State, and
there is no doubt that in many parts there
are more kangaroos to be seen than sheep.
Tn a had season what feed is available is
caten out by the kangaroos, and the sheep
starve. Should there be a thunderstorm or
a fall of rain in one part of a pastoral
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area, it is there that the kangarcos get their
feed, and the sheep and lambs suffer ac-
cordingly.

The Minister for Railways: But that has
not been the position for the last few
months only!

Hon. M. F. TROY: No, that position
has existed for the last seven or eight years.
I do not see any point in the Minister's re-
marks, unless it be a suggestion that no-
thing was done in the past to abolish the
royalty. )

The Minister for Railways: That would
be a reflection upon a previous Government.

Hon. M. F. TROY: The Minister need
aot bother about that. A (Government sup-
posed to represent the primary producers,
should consider it their duty to take aetioa
uow that attention has been drawn to the
mensace. I should think that Ministers re-
presenting largely the primary industries,
as the present Government are supposed to
do, would realise the position. The amount
imposed as a royalty is small, and I think
the Chief Secretary stated it was twopence
for reds and ninepence for greys.  The
effest of that is that the hunters look for
the greys and leave the reds. The reds re-
quire as much feed as the greys, and so the
evil continues.

The Minister for Works:
turn grey as they grow older.

Hon. M. F. TROY: That is exceedingly
funny, and coming from a man who has
become a Minister, must have our respect!
Ministers are entitled fo be jocular and if
8 Minister is humorous, he should demon-
strate it when he is in the House. We
would be sorry if Ministers did not show
their brillianey in being humorous, so the
remarlk of the Minister for Works naturally
must be expeeted! The royalty on 100
skins of the red kangaroo amounts to
16s. 8d., and that is the cost of ammunition.
In former days a number of men, both
voung and old, resorted to kangaroo bunt-
ing for a living. They were backed up by
the storekeepers and, as I have already in-
dicated, the amount of royally represeuted
to them the cost of their ammunition. A
little while ago, ! saw a number of young
fellows in the back country, and one of them
told me he had been an apiculinrist. He had
been in the Swan Valley but could not make
a living there, and therefore took to kan-
garoo hunting. He did not have a turn-out,
sutky or horse, or even a bicycle. He had
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a bag of flour and some bacon at one well,
and similar supplies at another well five
miles away. One day he bhunted in the viein.
ity of one well and the next day at the other
well. He said, “If I had a bieycle, I could
get a good living” I said to him, “You
are cerfainly having a hard life,” to which
he replied, “It is better than knocking about
the conntry looking for work. There is a
living in it for me.” There are a number of
such men who are not prepared to go to
Blackboy bat have remained in the back
country where they are earning a living.
The payment of 16s. 8d. per hundred skins
is a matter of importance to them. Irre-
spective of what Governments in the past
may or may hot have done, the conditions
to-day are such that a number of men, who
have been dismissed from stations owing to
present-day conditions, have not come to
town but have remained outhack, They are
the type of men essential f£or the back eoun-
try, and Western Australia shonld do what
is possible to keep them there, for they will
then be available for work on stations when
necessary. Those men are hunting foxes,
kangaroos and dingoes, and should be en-
couraged. They are making tucker and are
hetter employed there than at Blackboy,
waiting for a job. I commend that phase
of the question to the Minister for Rail-
ways. The devastating work of the kan-
garoo is nothing new, and the economic
position to-day suggests that men who are
willing to remain in the back country, en-
deavouring to cope with the pest, should re-
ceive every encouragement from the coun-
try. The Government would do a far
greater service to the State if they kept
those men employed on that job and so
enahle them to kcep away from Blackboy.

MR. MARBHALL (Murchison—on amend-
ment) [515]: I desire to support the
amendment. Members have been debating
a motion for the removal of the royalties on
kangaroo skins, while the motion itself con-
tains such phraseology as would involve the
removal of the royalty from opossum skins
also. And that would be grabbed by the
(overnment as an exeuse for modifying in
small measure the original intentions of the
mover of the motion. If we allowed the
motion to be submitted to the Chamber in
ita original form, we would be voting more
or less in the dark, because we do not know
exactly what amount of royalty the Govern-
ment receive for oposswm sking; and prob-
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ably it would be fatal to the motion if we
permitted opossum skins impliedly to re-
main in it. Therefore I will support the
amendment, I think the Chamber will be
satisfied if we can induce the Government
to remove the royalty on skins of kangaroos
and marsupinls other than opossums.

MR. BROWN (Pingelly—on amend-
ment) {517}: I have already spoken to the
motion, and I wish to oppose the amend-
ment. In my previous remarks I favoured
the abolition of the royalty on opossum
skins, for the reason that hundreds of men
would then be able to earn a erust. Opos-
sums are very numerous in Western Aus-
tralia and there is not the slightest fear of
their extermination. We eannot wipe them
out altogether because, whenever they be-
come scarce, the trappers refuse to waste
time frapping them. It is for the purpose
of finding work for the unemployed that I
favour the removal of the royalty from
opossum skins.

Mr. H. W. Mann:
for opossum skins.

But there is no sale

Amendment put and passed.

HON. W. D, JOHNSON ((iuildford-
Midland) [5.18] : [ desire to oppose the
motion as amended, hecause 1 helieve we
are approaching this subject in too limited
a fashion. We are dealing with a matter
of some moment to the State; we are deal-
ing with an income to the State running
into mauy thousands of pounds. While
the royalty charge is certainly an impost on
thosoe that market the skins, still the amount
is s0 small as compared with the actoal
value of the commodity—which, after all,
the State produces—that I am not prepared
to say the State ix getting sufficient out of
it. At the same time I am satisfied that the
kangaroo shooter, the man who really pro-
duces the skins, is not getting anything like
reasonable value for the commodity he is
producing.

Mr. Doney: You are in favour of still
further reducing it?

Hon. W D, JOHNSON: I am in favour
of dealing with this matter in a broader
way than is proposed by the motion. If we
remove the royalty charges we shall be pen-
alising the State still further—and the State
ts already being over-penalised in regard
tn this matter generally. For the year
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ended the 30th June last 185,000 red skins
were produced. I am dealing with the red
skin first, because that is the most valuable.

AMr. Doney: Ob, no.

Hon. W. 1. JOHNSOXN: Yes, the red
=kin is the most valuable skin. That is the
North-West skin. To-day the grey skin
of the South-West is not altogether mar-
ketable, certainly is not saleable to the ex-
tent that the red skin is. For instance, the
grey skin is worth a little less than 2s. 6d.
per lb. and in weight it averages a little
nore than a pound. The red skin weighs
on an average one pound, and is readily
mirketable.  Over 185,000 red skins were
marketed last year, up to the 30th June.
Putting their value at 2s. 6d. per lb.-really
they are worth a little more than that—and
with each skin averaging & pound in weight,
their value to the State was £23,125. And
there were over 98,000 grey sking marketed.
Putting their weight at 1} lbs. and their
valne at 25 6d. per lb.—they are not worth
yuite that to-day--we get a total valne of
£15,312, or an aggregate value of kangarvo
skins of £38,437. Those are figures that
should make the House seriously consider
whether we are dealing with the subject
in the manner that the State requires when
we simply limit onr consideration to the
question whether or not there should be a
royalty charge upon the skins. People
argue—-and it sounds all right until we in-
vestigate it—that we declare kangaroos to
be vermin, and then turn round and ask men
to pay a royalty for the privilege of destroy-
ing them; in other words, we ask men to
pay a royalty for the skius they get as the
vesult of destroying vermin. As I say, it
sounds all right, but when we come to ap-
preciate the value ot the skins, und the value
those skins might be to this vountry, one
might properly ask wlether we are dealing
with this matter in the manner in which it
should bhe dealt with. T think we have to
come to the conclusion that the State is not
getting sufficient in the rovalty it is receiv-
ing to-day.

Mr. McLarty interjectad.

Hon, W. D. TOHNSON: Well, it is ques-
fionable, I am speaking from the north-
western point of view. I was in the Gas-
coyne distriet during the elections, and I
found that the great burning political ques-
tion in Gaseoyne at that time was the dual
question of the marketing of kangaroo skins,
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and the royaliy charges. At all political
meetings of all parties the kangaroo shoot-
€rs were very petsistent in eliciting candi-
dates’ opinions as fto the royalty on kangaroo
kins.

The Minister for Railways:
limit their questions te that?

Hon. W. D. JOIINSON: As a matter of
fact they did, until T thought it would be
a good idea to get all those chaps together
and secure from them further information
than it i3 possible to gather while listening
to specches on a vote of thanks at a politi-
eal meeting. My objeet in getting them to-
gether was that I might further understand
the guestion so that I might use the infor-
mation here and in other places, and pos-
sibly influence the kangaroo shooters as to
the hest course to adopt with a view to get-
tig a renedy for their disabilities, On go-
ing further into the question I found that
the voyalty represented but a small expense
as compared with the encrmous amount of
marketing charges imposed upon the kan-
garoo skins, After I bad analysed the in-
formation gained from the kangaroo shoot-
ers—who, after all, knew very little about
the marketing side of the question, and 1
do not say that T know too muech about it
to-day—I very soon ascertained that their
grievance wuas, not against the Government
hecanse of (he royalty charge, but rather
against the Government and those in ao-
thority for not protecting them from the
exploitation of those people using kanguroe
skins in varicus ways for personal profit.
It is interesting to follow the kangaroo skin
in the process of marketing  Most kan-
garoos are killed by rifle bullets, but to an
extent, unfurtunately, in the North-West
they are poisoned. I think it a erime to
poison kangaroos. There should be some
better method than poisoning what is un-
doubtedly a marketable product. When a
kangaroo is poisoned, the skin, unless it is
immediztely removed while the flesh is still
warm, is of considerably less market
value than if the rifle had been used. In
“the South-West, when the skin is produced
by the shooter it is in mos} instances taken
to the loca! storekeeper, who buys it and
then sends it to one of the selling hrokers.
These are DMessrs, Goldsbrough, Mort,
Messrs. Elder Smth, Messrs. Dalgety’s, and
the Westralian Farmers. They are all
purely middlemen. Not often do we find
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8 co-operative organisation operating with
other middlemen, for it is a function of the
co-operative movement to cut out wmiddle-
men. Bt unfortunately the Westralian
Farmers Ltd. operate with other brok-
ers regarded as skin brokers and dealing
in skins and hides generally. Those brokers
take delivery of skins from the storekeeper,
or even direct from the shooter. For in-
stance, in Carnarvon the skins are taken by
the kangaroo shooter to either of the skin
brokers—and the three firns operating up
there ave Goldshrough Mort, Elders, and
Dalgetys—who advance a eertain amount
agninst the skins, or buy them outright.
Those  skins ave then sent to Fremantle,
where there are three firms operating. Those
firms prepare the skins for sale to another
set of middlemen. They are then passed on
to 1. B, Mofflin & Co., Chas. Horman, or
Wileox, Mofflin, Ltd., commission brokers.
No one else is in competition with them.
They deal directly with the brokers who
receive the sking from the kangaroo shooters.
They do not always receive skins diveet from
the first buying Dbrokers, because in many
cases the foeal storckeeper also gets a com-
mission. Three firms in Fremantle obtain
possession of the skins and, I understand,
do n certain amount of work to them, though
what it 15 I do not know exaetly. The skins
are then sent to the firm of Booth & Co. in
Sydney. and that company also nbfain a
certain percentage of the proceeds for
what they do. ‘We followed the skins
from the loenl storekeeper to the re-
ceiving brokers, or the first brokers.
The skins arve then sent to another
set of hrokers in Fremantle, who pass them
on to Booth & Co, in Sydney. I understand
that the Sydnev firm send them direct to
America. The numher of skins that go to
London is very limited.

The Minister for Railways: Ameriea is
the real market for them.

Hon, W, ), JOHNSON : America has the
monopoly over them. When the skins go
lo Ameriea they are handled by three firms.
These are known as the Surplus Leather Co.
of New York, Richard Young & Co. of New
York, and Zeigelezman of New York. I
promised, when in Carnarvon, to endeavour
te get to the Lottom of the marketing diffi-
culty, to ascertain if there was not some
direct means of disposing of the skins with-
out passing them through all the ehannels.
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cach of which exacts some toll upon them.
My object is to endeavour to aveid all un-
necessary commission, and to cnable direct
commuunication to be established Letween the
shooter at Carnarvon and the user in any
part of the world where skins of this kind
tind a wmarket. It is quite a simple matter,
after some investigation, to follow the skins
until they reach .America, but I tried in vain
to tind out what hecomes of the leather and
what ity relative value is compared with
other Teather. 1t is most remarkable, but it
seeins impossible to tind out anything about
that side of the husiness. Everyone I have
gone to has passed me on to somebody else,
and T have now exhausted all possible means
to diseover anything to assist me in this
direction. 1 have got into touch with Messrs,
Pearce Dros. at Iremantle.  Mr. Ken
PPearse became quite inferested. Hpe told me
that at one time the fim were buyers of
kangaroo skins, and had tanned them guite
suceessfully, He said they had great diffi-
culty in selling the leather in Australia, that
it was too expensive and too valuahle for
the Australian market. Whatever the causes
were, they were unable to market the skins,
and they gave up trying to handle them.
They also told me they could not assist me
to ascertain the real value of the leather.
They pointed out, what [ had discovered
before, that practically all the skins weut to
America, but that what happened to them
when they arrived there they did not know,
They could not help me to ascertain the
actual value of the preparved article. 1 also
found that a couple of skins that had heen
tanned and dressed had been sent back to
¥remauntle by one of the American firms to
demonsirate the ditference between the skin
that is properly dried and that which is im-
properly dried. ¥or a long time the shooter
in the North-West dried his skins in the
sun. A sun-dried skin is much inferior to
a shade-dried skin, The shooters are now
taking speecial pains to dry the skins pro-
perly, because it has been demonstrated to
them that a skin depreciates very much when
sun-dried. This firn sent the skins to shov
how the drving affected the quality, after
the tanning had been completed. I was in-
formed by those who had seen the skins that
there might be -about a foot square of decent
leather in the sun-dried hide, but that the
rest haid all depreciated hecause the skin
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laul not been properly dried after Leiog se-
woved from the animal. On the other hand
the shade-diied skin was a complete piece
of leatler which was all usetul, I was toldl
there wa< a remarkable difference between
the two Kinds ot skins. T understood 114m
Mr, Ken Yearse that he had cither -een
the skins or had some knowledge of them.
Ile told me he knew that the skins which
his firm had treated at North Fremuntle
were equil to if not superior to those which
had been sent back from Awmerica. e con-
veved to e the impression that the linn at
North I"remantle had no trouble in tanning
and dressing the skins, and that they com-
pared favourably with the tanning and dress-
ing that were done in America, What [
have endeavoured to find out is the relative
value of the tanned or dressed skin, comn-
pared with prdinary leather, so that I e¢an
aseertain what our skins were worth to us
in Western Australia, and what the sking
dressed and tanned were worth in America.
The answer, however, is not forthcoming,
aud there scems to be no way of getting it
We require someone to toke a keen interest
in the marketing side of this produet. The
kangaroo skin industry is likely to prove of
great value. It is certainly probable that
it will la<t a great number of years, because
the kangaroos are inereasing despite all the
shooting that takes place.

Mr, Loamond: They arve increastng very
Fast.

Hon, W. 1. JOUNSOXN: T have beens told
that the kangaroos are fast becoming more
valuahle than the sheep whose pastures they
eat. The way things are going now we may
arrive at a stage when we ean protitably
handle und market the =kins, and when they
may  be more valusble than sheep. Of
course [ would rather see a return to the
davs when the wool and sheep were of
areator valoe. T would like some authority
(v o into the question and see whether we
eannot prevent the export of kangaroo skins.
We should exploit the world’s markets for
the purpose of selling kangarco leather. I
have met people who have heen in America,
and whn had the opportunity to gain some
information on the subject. They have told
me that kangaroo leather is used for the
uppers or tops of ladies’ shoes, for tue
manufacture of ladies’ handbags, and for a
<peeial kind of boot that is nsed extensively
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by the lumber men employed in the lumber
works in America. The climatie conditions
are very severe on ordinary leather boots,
and the lumber men therefore find it more
profitable to buy kangaroo leather. The
kangaroo leather has a longer life, and [ am
informed that Loots made of it fetech be-
tween £4 and £5 a pair.

Mr. Lamond: I understand that in the
manufaeture of aevoplanes, where a special
quality leather is required, the kangaroco
product is used.

Hon. W. D). TJOHNSON: The statement
I have made about boots 15 more or less
common knowledge. There seems to be no
wny of getting hold of any literature or
reports to enable me to arrive at a correct
estimate of how the leather is used, what
the worlds consumption is, and what the
value of the skins that are prodmeed in
Australia really represents. In the cireum-
stances I eclaim we are producing a valu-
able article for the United States. Manu-
facturers there seem to bhe using it very
suceessfully, and to have a monopoly of it.
This monopoly is due to the fact that we
have been foolish enough to send away the
skins, TWhat we ought to do is to organise
this aectivity so that the skins shall not be
exported, but that when they have heen
propevly tanned and dressed then only
should they be exported. No one, however,
is interested in the market. That is one of
the great problems with nearly all our com-
modities.

The Minister for Railways: What 1s
wrong with another pool?

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I would not mind
that. Tt is quite a practicable proposition.
Unless some organisation is established to
attend to the markeling of these products,
we shall go on losing money and the ex-
ploitation of them will continue. If we
had a complete marketing organisation we
could test out the markets of the world.
To-day we send our kangaroo skins to
America and that country makes the profit.
T do not know whether we could sell kan-
gavoo hides or leather in France.  That
country, I am assured, uses a large quantity
of kangaroo leather. This information only
comes from the man in the street, but, if
it is so, Ameries is getting eommission on
the sales which ounght to be coming to Auns-
tralia. The money represented by those
profits would help this State in the way of
inereased royalty and a more fitting reward
to the kangaroo shooter. Other nations may
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also be interested in this type of leather.
Czecho-Slovakia is becoming a big producer
of boots. 1 read an article recently out-
lining the wonderful development of the
bootmaking industry in that eountry. The
article explained that many of the ecitizens
of that part of Europe had gone to America,
and were being employed extensively in the
making of boots in the factories there, and
after thex became proficient some of them
drifted baek to their country. We know
that after the war Czecho-Slovakia became
a nation; thev established factories and the
men who had their training in America
were hronght back to carry out their work
in their own country, and so to-day Czecho-
Slovakia is competing against America. I
am of the opinion that a great deal of the
raw material that is used in different parts
of the world to-day could bhe sent direct
from this country if we had the marketing
side of the business properly organised. I
have no desire to labour the question but I
know from experience in respect of other
commodities that we shall never get a
proper idea of the consnmption of given
articles from Australia until we get some
central organisation instituted for the pur-
pose of securing maximum results. T ean
be understood that the Westralian Farmers
Ttd. et their 5 per cent. commission for
handling the skin between the kangaroo
shooter and the merchant.

My, H. W, Mann: They make an advance
against it.

Hon. W. D. JOHNSON: I know they
et 5 per cent. commission for what they
do. Mofflin & Co. get another 5 per cent.
commission and so much for services ren-
dered; the firm of Charles Horman also get
something and then Wileox & Mofflin get
their commission as well. In America there
is fnrther commission to be paid and
Ameriea distributes the skins throughout
the world. It ean be realised what an
enormous amount would be saved in com-
parison to the full value of the skin if we
could cnt out some of the commissions. It
ought to be quite a simple matter to

organise this industrv. We could say
that the skins would not be sent to
Ameriea for treatment, but that we

would treat them ourselves. Let me quote
the export of wheat. This was done by
wheat firms for generations, and the wheat
producers did not know the amount of toll
they were paving. It was all nnneecessary,
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but they were not interested in the matter
of investigating auy of the details of the
handling of wheat in Italy and other parts
of the world. AN they were concerned
about was the securing of markets for the
wheat and they got inte touch with agents
in France, Italy and Germany, sold the
wheat and paid the agents their commis-
sion. As to whether the imposts were un-
fair and were capable of being removed, the
farmers were npot interested and no one
bothered about investigating the subject, 1
remember attending one of the first meet-
ings of the wheat pool and when we got
our balance sheet it was found that there
were commissions for this, brokerage for
that, and other brokerages and other com-
missions. I went through them zll, totalled
them up and asked Mr. Monger, the chair-
man, to explain why we had to pay all
these commissions. Mr. Monger said, “Why
we pay them we do not know, but we have
to pay” I said, “Surely to goodness you
can explain something about the services
rendered,” and the reply I got was that
it would be very difficult to explain the
position, but it was necessary to put the
wheat through ordinary channels and there
was 50 much handling. All that is changed
to-day by the pooling of the wheat. We
got the producer himself interested in the
marketing. The producer became ecritical
of the various items of expenditure. We
went to the expense of sending a producer
to London to investigate matters, to see
where it would be possible to ent ont a lot
of the commissions paid to the agents and
the brokerage charges, and to arrange that
we should deal more divectly with the con-
sumers. We found that certain possibilities
were there, provided we took certain action,
and we reduced the cost of marketing eon-
giderably by cutting out certain penalties
that were imposed on the products, all
through want of attention on the part of
those who previously did the marketing.
We also sent the same man to Italy to in-
vestigate a lot of the disabilities we were
sulfering from in that country. We found
that the out-turns in Ttaly were very diffi-
cult to get, hut without going into details
1 need only inform hon. members that we
created an organisation in Italy to protect
the producers’ interests, with the result that
we removerl a lot of the disabilities and
saved many hundreds of thousands of
pounds to the producer. AIl that became
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possible hecanse we had an interested or-
ganization. That organisation does not
work on commission and the wheat pool is
there to give service to the producers and
to fulfil their obligation of looking after
the preducers' interests, The pool investi-
zates details and removes faults, with the
result that the producers get far better re-
turns, The kangaroo shooter might be
said to he in the same position as the wheat
farmers were hefore they organised. There-
fore, just as it was good that the farmers
organised to market their wheat, so it should
be good to establish an organisation to
prevent ihe exploitation of the kangaroo
shooter hy the middleman. If some method
is adopted by which we can prevent the ex-
ploitation of the activities of the shooter
who to-day is earning very little but is pro-
ducing a very valuable article, we shall do
some good. I intend to oppose the motion
and to urge those who desire to assist the
shooters that they should investigate the
marketing question and try to influence
public opinion and members of Parliament
i the direction I have suggested. The only
way to do it is to have the skins tanned
and treated in Australia. Kangaroo leather
is u unique article; it is really the best
leather in the world, so I am assnred by an
authority. Consequently where we have the
hest, we cun do something that would be
of advantage to the kangarco shoeoter and
the industry. To-day there are too many
exploiting the industry, and I ventwre the
opinion that as a result of this discossion
something will he done and the shooter will
awaken to the fact that it is not the royalty
that is keeping him poor, but the middle-

man’s charges and that he iy paying
tooc much to the middleman and get-
ting too little for his labour.

THE MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS
{Hon. J. Scaddan—Maylands) [5.55]: The
desire of the mover of the motion is that
some action =hould be taken to reduce the
number af kangarcos that arve apparently
doing damage to the erops and are a men-
aee to the pastoralists in the North-West.
I would like to ask members whether the
kangaroo shonter is likely to go ont und
destroy an additional number of kangarvos
il the royalty is removed, and if he gets 2d.
per skin more than he is receiving to-day.
Do members not realise the fact that if the
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kaugaroo shooter kills more he will prob-
ably reduce the market value of the skin,
not by 2d., but by perbaps 6d. or 1s. Thus
instend of gefting more out of the destruc-
tion of kangaroos we shall probably find
that fewer men will be out shooting,

Mr. Doney: That is assumption.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: It
is not assumption; it is proved by past ex-
perience in rvegard to marsupial skins, Re-
cently in Victoria there was declared an open
season for the very purpose suggested by
some hon. members in this House, namely,
to find work for unemployed in the trapping
of opossums. It was thought that this
would be a profitable business, and so
it was for a period, but only a shert
period. As soon as it was discovered
that a greater number of opossums was
coming forward, the price immediately fell.
Those who really got the advantage were
the agents referred to by the member for
Guildford. Exactly the same people handle
opossum skins and kangaroo skins, and as
soon as they know that the royalty has been
taken off and that a greater numbor of men
will engage in shooting, the same thing will
happen here as happened in Vietoria. The
underlying purpose of the motion is to get
an additional namhber of kangaroos killed,
but they will not be killed nnless the skins
can be marketed. If we get additional men
out we shall have additional skins, and not-
withstanding that there will not be a roy-
alty, the result, as I have pointed out, will
he of no advantage to anybody. If hon.
members are serious about marsupials being
a menace, let those marsupials be treated as
such, but members should not ask the Siate
to do something in the way of losing rev-
enne and losing trade. The royalty does not
uffect the question of the kangaroos if Te-
garded as vermin. What I am trying to
explain is that the remedy suggested will not
he effective; the marsupials that are a men-
ace will not he destroyed. If they are vermin
what is proposed will have no effect at all.
= Member: Why will it not he effective?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There would have to be a great number of
sking put on the market. Suppose we
rloubled the number of men engaged in hunt-
ing kangaroos.

Mr. Willeock: Would not your argument
apply to production costs in every indus-
fry?

799

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Not at all, beeause there is a limited mar-
ket,

oo, M. F. Troy: Who aaid there is a
hmited market?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
The member for Guildford-Midland said so.
Hon. M. F. Troy: How do vou know?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is what T expeeted. The hon. member
will not take the word of the member for
Guildford-Midland on a subject he has in-
vestigated. The member for Mt. Magnet
has not investigated the question of mar-
keting. Quite the reverse. The member for
Guildford-Midland went to Carnarvon and,
during the election campaign, heard some
ecomments about the vermin known as kan-
garoos, He investipated tite matter and dis-
covered that the important question was one
not of royalty, but of marketing.

Hon. M. F. Troy: The same is said ahout
wheat and wool to-day.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
There i nho analogy between those com-
modities and kangaroo skins. We are cul-
tivating wheat for marketing purposes, and
we are producing wool for marketing pur-
poses. If we over-produce, the market will
be affected. T do not think the produetion
of wheat in Western Australia or in Aus-
tralia affeets the world’s market to any ex-
tent. The member for Guildford-Midland
said that, as a result of his investigation, he
was satisfied that the marketing of mar-
supial skins was controlled by three firms in
New York, and that as soon as great quan-
tities of skins were put on the market, those
firms wounld reduce the price to the pro-
ducers in this State . If we removed the 2d.
rovalty and sent out twice the number of
men to destroy what has been deseribed as
vermin, they wounld have to depend upon
the marketing of the skins.

Hon. M. F. Troy: That is pure pessim-
ism.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
am not at all pessimistic. The member for
Katanning who submitted the motion does
not want us to lose what we are receiving
for rovalty. He wants removed what he con-
siders is a bar to the destruction of vermin,
and the only way in which he suggests that
bar can he removed is by taking off the 2d.
per skin. T declare definitely that if we in-
creased the price to the extent snggested by
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the member for Mt. Magnet and secured
additional skins and destroyed the vermin,
we would affeet the market value of the
skins to a greater extent than would the
royalty, and would not attain the result de-
sired by the member for Katanning. The
wember for Guildford-Midland has stated
the casze fairly. According to his figures,
whith T believe are eorrect, the export value
of mar-upial skins was over £33,000 last
year, but the State received only a little
over £5,000 by way of rovalty.

Mr. H. W. Mann: Ts not that a fair per-
centage?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
take the view that, for whatever we produce
for use overseas, we should demand by all
means in our power the highest possible
price.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Kangaroo skins
are listed on somewhat similar lines as was
sandalwood some years ago.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is right, and the buyer is not so sledpy
as some members would have us believe.
The removal of the royalty would not ease
the pozition from the standpoint of destroy-
ing vermiu, It could not possibly have that
effect. Who actually pays the royalty? Ts
it the shooter or the man who captures or
poisons the kangaroe? He does not pay
the royalty.

Mr. Doney: But he would get the higher
price.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not admit that at all. T believe that if
the royalty weve doubled, the price placed
on the kangaroo skins exported would be
raised to that extent. The member for
Guildford-Midland instanced how we over-
came some of the difficulties presented by
the overseas market for sandalwood. There
was 4 time when sandalwood paid only 5s.
per ton royalty, and it was vigorously
claimed in this Chamber that if we at-
tempted to increase the rovalty, the market
overseas would be destroyed. That was
merely an assertion, but there was nobody
in a position to deny it af the time. Tt was
said that if we imposed a rovalty of £2 or
£3 a ton, the getter would he the loser. We
have had seven years’ experience of a roy-
alty, not of 5= per ton but of £9 per ton,
and the oetter i3 recelving more to-day than
when sandalwood carried a rovalty of 5s.
per ton. That vesulted from our organising
the market.
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Hon. W. D. Johnson:
due to organisation.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: If
the member for Katanning investigated the
question, he would discover that there is a
serions monopoly handling these valuable
skins. They are valuable skins for leather
manufacture. The remarkable thing is that
we produce not only the kangarco skins and
export them in the raw, but we also pro-
duce the tannin and export that overseas,
in order that the skins may be converted
into leather. Then the leather is sent back
here for lecal use.

Mv, Sleeman: It is as bad as the agrieul-
tural machinery position.

Mr. Donev: Do voun consider that the de-
mand is fully supplied?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS: I
do not think it is.

Mr. Donex: You think there is room for
marketing more skins,

The AINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes, but quite a number of commnodities
produced in different parts of the world ave
so controlled by market operations that the
priee is kept up to a certain point, whereas
if there was a free market available, the
whole industry would probably be killed.
Sowe time ago we were advised of the
priee of a eertain mineral. Someone in the
North-West wrote down inquiring whether
the published statement regarding the mar-
ket prive of the mineral was correct. If so,
le asked us to get into touch with the Agent
General and ascertnin what quantity the
market would take. We did so. We found
that the price quoted was correct, hut we
could not sell a ton of it. 1t was estimated
by the writer that 100 tons a month eould
be produced. The market was held hy cer-
tain individuals who bhad a world monopoly,
and they kept the price np for their own
benefit, becanse the amount they received
on a pereentage basis for markeiing the
commodity was greater by virtne of the
higher world price maintained by their con-
trol. If we had sent 100 tons of the com-
modity, it would bhave killed the market.

Mr. Lamond: That is a different proposi-
tion. There was only one firm dealing with
that mineral.

The MINISTER TFOR RAILWAYS:
And praetically only one firm is handling
this leather, T am advised that the three
fimns in New York operate side by side, that
they limit the quantity placed on the mar-
ket. that they have a definite understanding

That is so: it is
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as to the gnantity they will take, the quap-
tity they will deliver and where they will
deliver,

Mr. Willeock:
standing.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Call it what we like, that is the position.

Mr. Munsie: In years gone by kangaroo
skins were tanned in Australia.

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
That is so and they are still being tanned,
but only a relatively small number. The
point I wish to emphasise is that the mem-
ber for Katanning is secking to attain some-
thing that will not be achieved by bis
method. If it ean be shown that marsupials
should be treated as vermin, let them be de-
clared vermin, and let us find ways and
means to destroy them. His proposal, how-
ever, will not give that result. It is impos-
sible, The amount of the royalty is so
slight that, if we removed it, there would be
no advantage unless there was a tremendons
increase in the number of kangaroos killed
and skins marketed, and that would have
the effect of redncing the marke} value by
much more than the amount represented by
the royalty.

My. Piesse: Would vou rebate the rovalty?

The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Will the hon. member say that a rebate of
the royalty to the men employed in killing
kangaroos would he sufficient inducement
for hunters to go ouf, without marketing
the skins? He knows that no one would go
out killing kangaroos in numbers, and thus
remove this so-called menace, unless he was
paid something in addition to what would
be available as a result of rebating the roy-

An  honourable under-

alty. The hunter must get the market value
for the skins.
Mr. Willeock: The ammunition would

cost him as much as the royalty.

The MINISTER FOR RATLWAYS: Of
course it would. It is possible fo get the
kangargos killed only by having a market
available for the skins. The prices on the

“ market must be sufficient to encourage men
to go out and earn a livelihood in that way,
A greater number of kangaroos will not be
killed merely by our taking off the royalty.
It is necessary also to introduce some
method by which the market value of the
skins will be increased.

Mr. HO W. Mann: Or find a new market
for the skins.
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The MINISTER FOR RAILWAYS:
Yes. Why not direct our attention to the
question of securing a betier price for the
skins? To aceomplish that would be of
value from the point of view of the State,
as well as from the point of view of de-
stroying vermin. We should obtain the
last possible penny for vvery commodity
we export. Having shown that mar-
supials are a menace, we should endeavour
to secure a better export value for the skins,
and if we ean succeed in that, it should lead
to a reduetion in the pumber of kangaroos
that are doing damage in the country dis-
triets.

Sittiny suspended from 6.15 to 730 p.m.

MR. PIESSE (Katanning—in reply)
{7.30]: When I moved this motion the
vutstanding object I had in view was to
assist farmers and seftlers who were suf-
fering as the result of the depradations of
marsupinls, partieularly kangaroos in the
wheat areas. The debate has brought out
certain information that was new to me.
Althongh T understood that the kangaroo
was very destruetive in the North-West, T
had no idea there were so many of them in
that part of the State. The matter resolves
itself into whether it is more important for
Parliament to give greater consideration to
the kanzarco industry, or to the pastoral
and farming industries. If it is the inten-
tion of the Government to foster the kan-
oaroo industry, we might at least expeet
some proteetion through Government ded
partments. This is a very serious matter.
Whilst T agree that the Treasurer may be
loth to forego any of the revenue he de-
rives from the royalty, which amounts to
about £3,000 u vear, I cannot refrain from
pointing out that on a moderate estimate
the wheatgrowers must be suffering to the
exient of £45,000 to £50,000 a year. [t is
hard to estimate the loss in exaet figures, but
I think that would be a moderai¢c compu-
tation. Apart from that loss there is all the
worry, anxiety and expense sustained by
the settlers, more particularly in the early
stages of theiv operations. I have no desire
to deprive the Treasury of money at these
tires, because all available revenues are re-
quired to earry on the services of the coun-
try. In the course of his remarks the Min-
ister might bave given us some assurance
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that an effort would be made to alleviate the
swierings, distress and loss sustained by the
settlers. They might have suggested that
whilst they were not in favour of foregoing
the royalty from the killing of kangaroos,
they were prepared to declare certain areas
as vermin districis, and either forego the
royalty there or offer a bonus for the de-
struction of the vermin. Kangarooes are in-
creasing greatly in number, and are likely
to go on inereasing if something is not done
to prevent it. The point I have (ried to
make is that the royalty has deterred the
destruction of these marsupiaiz. The Min-
ister was hardly logical when he said that
the voyalty did not affect the posiiton. Aec-
eording to his line ol arcument, if the
royalty were increased the price of kangaroo
skins would automatically inerense. If the
royalty were taken off, however, the kan-
garoo shooters would have a hetter chance
of making a living, and mworz kangaroos
would be destroyed. The House is indebted
to the member for Guildford-Midland for his
remarks. Tt is interesting to know that this
industry is likely to develop into one
of considerable value. For many years past
the kangaroo has bheen of great assistance
not only to those who have been engaged in
killing them for a livelihood, but beeamnse
they have furnished food for the settlers. In
the carly days the pioneers depended a great
deal upon that source of food supply. The
hon. member illustrated the value of the in-
dustry, but he did not enlighten the House
as to how we were going to relieve the suf-
ferings of those who were affected by the
damage that was being done to their crops.
The object of my motion is to endeavour to
secure for the people immediate relief.
Are we going to wait until the kangaroo
industry s further developed, during
which time ounr settlers will continue to sui-
fer heavy losses? Surely we should treai
this as an urgent matter. 1 should be quite
preparved to aceept an assurance from the
Minister that immediate steps will bz taken
to remedy the position. I want to know how
the Government staud in this matter. 1
would not have cared if the motion had been
postponed for a month or two until in-
guiries could have been made. [t would not
have cost very much to appoint nne or two
responsible officers to make investigations
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into the damage that has been done. The
member for Guildford-Midland showed that
the skins were valuable, and suggested that
the Government should encourage the pro-
duction of the kangaroo. Thai would be
all right so long as damage was not being
eanzed to our primary industries. . have
proved, and other members have proved,
that an enormous amount of damage is being
done. The hon. member might equally weil
have argued that it would be profitabic to
increase the production of foxes, A fox's
skin is quite valuable, and is becoming nwore
valuable as times goes on. Nothing is more
destructive to sheep or lambs than a fox,
and few things do greater damage to erops
than kangaroos. The marsupials range over
very wide areas, and are occupying pas-
tures that could be hetter employed in the
feeding of sheep and lambs, Kargarovs
cat all the dainty bits of the feed and de-
prive the sheep of their means of sustenance.
I have no wish to ridicule the Government,
but [ cannot help saying that they shouid
look after their kangaroos. If kangaroos
were looked upon as stoek in the crdinary
sense, they counld he prosecuted for trespass.
If it is wise in the inferests of the State
to set about inereasing the production of
kangaroos, it would be equally wise for the
Government to segregate them in one park
of the State, upon unoccupied land, keep
them oft the private holdings, and render
assistanee to the farmers to enable them to
do it. I do not wish this motiun to be the
means of depriving ihe Government of any
revenue. 1 thought that possibly some pro-
posal would be advanced by the Minister
to the »nd that the abolition of the royalty
might l'e made te apply to that portion of
the Staiz wbich is most sertously affected,
namely, the special areas within the South-
West. 1 hope the motion will be carried so
that the Government may be directed at the
earligst possible wmoment to deal with these
harmful marsupials,

(Juestion as amended put, aud a division
tuken with the following vesult:—-

Ayes . .. - 20
Noes .. ‘e . 15
Majoity for .. 5
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ATES.
Mr. Drown Mr, Millinglon
Mr. Collier Mr. Munele
Mr, Cunningham Mr. Papton
Mr. Doney Mr. Patrick
Mr. Lamond Mr. Piease
Mr, Lutey Mr. Raphael
Mr, J, I, Mann Mr. Wansbrough
Mr. Marshall Mr. Wells
Mr. McCallum Mr, Willcock
Mr. McLarty Mr. Wllson
. i Teller.)
Nogs.
Mr. Barnard l Mr. H. W. Mann
Mr, Ferguson Bir James Mitchell
Mr. Griffithw Mr. Richardaon
Mr. Heguey {  Mr. Sampaon
Mr. Johnson | Mr, Sleemsn
"Mr. Reenan . Mr. J. H. Swmith
Mr. Latham Mr. North
Mr, Lindsay (Teller.)

Question as amended thus passed.

BILL—AGRICULTURAL BANK ACT
AMENDMENT,

Second Reading.

Debate resumed from the 24th Septem-
her.

MR. H W. MANN (Perth) [7.49]: T
shall support the second reading of the
Bill, with & view to moving amendments
in Committee. The subjeet matter of the
measure might well be left to the bank au-
thorities. In Committee I shall move an
amendment giving those authorities disere-
tion to refuse advances to persons who do
not purchase implements or machinery made
in this State.

Hon. P. Collier: That is the law now.

Mr. H. W. MANN: There is no law on
the question at present, I understand.
There was a law at one time, but after it
bhad operated for a period it was amended
at the instance of the present Premier. The
whole State is agitating for the eonsumpiion
and utilisation of loeal produects.

Hon. P. Collier: Agitating and instruet-
ing are different things.

Mr. H. W. MANN: If a person is bor-
rowing money, the lender has the right to
say on what eonditions it shall be advanced,
We must don something to build up our see-
ondary industries as well as primary pro-
duction. Many implements made in West-
ern Australian factories and foundries are
used throughout onr agricultural and dairy-
ing distriets. If a person approaches the
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Agricultural Bank for an advance with
which to purchase machinery, and if that
machinery is made here of equal value to
the imported article, the bank authorities
should have the right te say, “We will let
you have the advance on econdition that you
purchase a locally-made article.”

The Minister for Agriculture: Why
should not the farmer be the judge, and not
the banker?

Mr. Doney: The banker is lending the
farmer his own money.

Mr. H W, MANN: In point of fact he
is lending the money of the State Savings
Bank, which is the workers’ money,

Mr. Doney: Ii is everybody's money.

Mr. H. W. MANN: It includes deposits
by workers and deposits by operatives in
Eactories and foundries. Tt is no more the
farmers’ monegy than that of the rest of the
poepulation. I see no sonnd argument
against vesting the proposed diseretion in
the trustees, who are entrusted with millions
of money to lend for the development of
Western Australia. Surely, if those gentle-
men have sufficient administrative know-
ledge for that important work—and un-
donbtedly they have shown that to be the
case over a number of years—it is not ask-
ing top much that they should he granted
this discretion as regards, say, a set of har-
rows. I am positive that they would not
ask a client to take a machine which they
knew to be unsuitable. Their one desire is
that farms should be developed on sound
lines, and they would not ask the farmer to
purchase machinery which would be a hin-
drance to him in the working of his Farm,
They would only ask him to take a local
article that was equal to the imported ar-
tiele.

The Minister for Lunds: The farmer is
the judge of that.

Mr, H, W. MANN: The farmer may be
even a better judge, hut the bank authori-
ties would not force him to take an article
which was not equal to the imported article.

The Minister for Lands: Why not let him
use his own judgment?

Mr. Marshall: Yes, if he is using his own
cash.

Mr. H. W. MANN: Apart from the
State Tmplement Works, with which I am
not partienlarly concerned, there are in this
State several manufaciurers of agricultural
machinery. My desire is to inecrease the
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production of our secondury industries.
Every boy is not suitable for the land, and
even if he has the desire for it he may not
bave the necessary means, in which ease he
becomes just a farm lahourer, working from
tarm to farm. If we are xincere in the de-
gire to increase owr local production, let the
secondary industries advance side by side
with the primary. Several loeal firms mnake
implements that are being purchased and
used by agriculturists and dairy farmers of
independent means. Without mentioning
the names of firms, I may say that I got in
tonch with a works established in the
Guildfoerd electorate, and I find that these
works are making stump-jump harrows, T-
bar rollters, farm wagons, small drills, and
olher articles which are being used with sat-
isfaction. Another firm specialises in culti-
vators, fertiliser distributers, and chaffeut-
ters. One amendment I infend to move in
Committee is fo inelude within the scope of
the Bill dairying implements as well as ag-
rieultural machinery. Our dairying indus-
try will expand, and at present most of the
dairying implements used here are imported
from the Eastern States. Like other mem-
bers, I have urged here many times the
greater use of our own butter, ounr own
bacon, and other primary produetions of
Western Austialian origin, with a view to
obviating importations of these eommeodities
from the East. Our dairy farmers now im-
port scores of cream cans of Eastern States
mannfaeture. I took the opportunity to-
day of requesting your permission, Mr.
Speaker, to exhibit in the hall an article
made by a local firm that is quite equal to
the imported article, and, if anything.
rheaper. The factory which made it em-
ploys 32 men and boys. If its sales can be
inereased, it will probably in a few years’
time have 52 employees, and this without
injury being done to anyone. A milk or
cream ean ecan be made here quite equal
to one brought from the Eastern States.
ff the Government are to be ecalled upon
to establish dairy farmers in the South-
West, it is not too much that the Agricul-
tural Bank should say that if these dairy
farmers require milk cans, they mmst buy
the local article. If that is, in fact, the law
to-day, my amendment will do no harm.
Indeed, I consider that such an amendment
should appeal to hoth <cides of the
House, its object being to inecrease the out-
put of our secondary industries snd thus
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tend to create more employment for our
growing lads. Members representing city
electorates have many appeals made to them
by parents to find emplovment for their
boys. Day after day I have interviews with
parents who are desirous of finding avenues
for placing their sons. At present it is
hardly possible to find any employment for
boys leaving school. It is not possible for
all lads to be placed on farms nor ean we
find places for them in other avenues of
primary production. I suggest that no
harm can follow to the interests of the
farming community if the whole matter be
left to the discretion of the irustees of the
Agricultural Bank as to whether eclients
of that institution should buy locally made
implements. I support the second reading
of the Bill. '

MR. BROWN (Pingelly) [8.1]: I do not
like the Bill beeause it savours of compul-
sion, and I have no regard for anything of
& compulsory nature, There must be some
reason why the farmers of the State do not
patronise loeally made agrienltural machi-
nery turned out at the State Implement
Works, which is the largest manufaeturiog
institution of that deseription in Western
Australia. I bave conducted exhaustive in-
quiries, and I find that the works are making
certain types of agricultural implements
that are giving general satisfaction. I am
told that their ploughs are quite equal to
the imported article. Their drills have given
great satisfaction, and we know that their
harrows and windmills, which are minor
articles that can be made by an ordinary
blacksmith, are also giving satisfaetion. That
makes one wonder why the locally-made im-
plements are not patronised and why farm-
ers procure their reguirements from the
BEastern States. There must be some ex-
planation, and I can tell hon. members what
it is. There are certain parts of the machi-
nery that have given greater satisfaction
than have similar parts made in Western
Australia. I will mention some of the most
prominent makes of harvesters—McKay’s,
the Bix E and the Horwood-Bagshaw.
The farmer: of this State consider those
harvesters much better for general use than
the harvester made by the State Implement
Works. Again there must be some reason
why the patent used by the State Implement
Works in their harvesters has not given
satisfaction throughout the agrienltural area.
We all know the standard set by the McKay
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harvester, as well as by those turned out by
the other Eastern States firms. By virtue
of work that has extended year after year,
their machines have been brought practically
to a stage of perfection. Those machines
are imported into Western Australia and are
bought at a greater price than the farmers
would have to pay if they bought a harvester
made by the State Implement Works. That
being so, it is evident that there is some-
thing radically wrong. Should the Bill be
agreed to, it means that if a farmer is under
an obligation to the Agricultural Bank he
will be forced to buy the loeally manufeae-
tured article, whereas a farmer not in that
position will not be forced to do so and will
not have to buy a machine that will not
give him satisfaction. It is not in the inter-
ests of the farming eommunity to provide
such power in our legislation.

The Premier: And suppose the machine
could not be bonght in the State at all, see-
ing that it ecould not be made here?

Mr. BROWN : That is so. It is quite
possible that the machine a man desired
eounld not be turned ouf here. If & man de-
gires to buy a machine, he should be allowed
to buy what he requires at the price he is
willing to pay. If the Bill provided for the
abolition of the State Implement Works, I
would perhaps be speaking in a different
manner.

Mr. Panton: How would you speak then?

Mr. BROWN: I believe it is in the in-
terests of the farmers to retain the State
Implement Works. I have given this matter
serious consideration and wvarious phases
brought under my nofice indicate that the
works are a check on the imported lines by
keeping prices down,

The Minister for Agriculture: They are
not a cheek,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Of course they are.

Mr, BROWN: I will give hon. members
an indication of how the check has operated.
A large number of plough shares are im-
ported and are sold at about £2 10s. a dozen.
An article quite equal to the imported share
is turned out by the State Implement Works
at £2 per dozen. Thus a saving of anything
from 7s. to 10s. a dozen must be in the in-
terests of the farmers themselves. Seeing
that that position obtains, surely it can be
admitted that the State Implement Works
act as a check.

Mr. Marshall: What would have been the
chayge for the imported article had it not
been for the State Implement Works?
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Mr. BROWN: That is the point I make.
If the price is kept down owing te the State
Implement Works turning out an egually
good plough share, resulting in a saving of
10s. on the imported article, it is worth
while. As members of Parliament, we would
like to see articles made in Western Aus-
tralia used by our own people, because it
would be in the interests of all eoncerned to
have faetories in this State. I have not the
details, but it would be interesting to know
the value of the agriealtural implements im-
porfed into Western Australia. That would
demonstrate to us what it would mean to the
State if we were able o manufaeture satis-
factory lines locally.

The Minister for Lands: You know that
the loeal manufacturers have a natural pro-
tection,

Mr. BROWN: And that is represented by
the freight paid on machines imported from
the Eastern States. That is the only natural
protection that I know of. That represents
about £12 per machine. The Bill goes fur-
ther than that, and we are asked to agree to
it being made compulsory Ffor farmers
throughout the State to buy agricultural
machinery made in Western Australia. For
that reason I am not in favour of the Bill,
There are a lot of minor artieles required in
Weslern Anstralia, and 1 fail to see why
they cannot be made just as well here as in
the Eastern States. Most of the raw mat-
erial has to be imported into the Eastern
States and we could use the same material
here, so that our manufacturers should
be able to turn out an article equal
to that made in the East. At the same
time we have to admit that competition is
50 keen that we must have mass production
before the manufacture of agricaltural
mackinery can be made to pay. 1t is obvious
that in Western Australia, with our small
population, mass production would not be
possible. I do not know that the wages
paid in Western Australia are any more
than those paid to the workers in the East-
ern States. I presume the wages paid are in
accordance with Avrbitration Court awards.
The crux of the position is that we must
manuafacture an article that will conform to
the requirements of these who desire to
purchase it. Apparently that has not been
done n the past, and those concerned must
realise that unti! they are able to turn out
an article that will prove spitable to the
purchasers, they eannot expeet to make a
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sneccess of the business. It the Bill is agreed
to, and people ave forced to buy machinery
that is not suitable to them, and which will
cause a lot of expense for repairs and so
forth, it will give rise to a great deal of
dissatistaction. We are told that we send
£10,000,000 to the Eastern States for the
purchase of our requirements. Why do we
do that? Tt is because the public of West-
ern Australin require the articles. Is it
not better to send the money to the Eastern
States than te Canada vr Mmnerica? That is
what the ireetrader desives, to a cerfain ex-
tent. That gentleman would sooner see our
money sent to China or Japan than fo the
Eastern States where we would patronise
our own people.

Mr. Marshall: Why not patronise our
own people in Western Australiaf?

Mr. BROWN: It is up to our manufac-
turers to prodnce an artiele that will meet
with the approval of the publie. Something
must be radically wrong with the loecal
article, sceing that the people are not will-
ing to purchase it. T shall not stress this
matter at any greater length. Tt would not
be in the interests of the people to agree to
a Bill that means compulsion. The member
for Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) has indicated
that he intends to move an amendment, but
1 do not think that will represent an im-
provement, merely because the question of
the purechase will be left to the discretion
of certain people at the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. H. W. Mann: It is at their discre-
tion whether a loan shall be granted.

Mr. Donev: And the farmer applying
For the loan offers ample security.

Mr. BROWX: Does the member for Perth
suggest that it is right to say that a far-
mer applying to the Agrienltural Bank for
assistance must be compelled to purchase
a locally-made machine that may cost a
lot for repairs, that may cause tremendous
wastage with the crop, and give rise to other
difficulties? Is that the consideration that
an Agricultural Bank client must expect?
Certainly not. It shonld be our desire fo
be loyal to the State, and we should give
every encouragement to our own people to
produce what we veqnire, but I do not think
the Bill will achieve that objective. The
desire of the member for Fremantle (Mr.
Sleeman) is laudable in so far as he would
like te see agricultural machinery mana-
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factured in Western Austialia. I thiuk he
had the State Implement Works in mind
when he drafted the Bill.

Mr. Marshall: Those works are not men-
tioned in the Bill.

Alr. BROWX: No, but I know he had the
works in mind. It is up to the State to get
the mechanics and the men of inventive
genius to produce articles to the satistae-
tion of the publie. When that is done, I
have not the slightest doubt that the people
will be loyal and will patronise the loeally
made artiele.

ME DONEY (Williams - Narrogin)
[8.12]: I desire briefly to indicate my dis-
satistaction with the method proposed by
the member for KFremantle (Mr. Sleeman)
to achieve an objective, which in itself isno
doubt highly laudable. At the same time
I feel an utter dislike of the methods to
he employed. What a beautiful, simple,
handy and mischievous instrutment Parlia-
ment could be if that institution could le
put to the destructive use the hon. member
has in mnind. I do pot think it matters much,
however, because, in my judgment, the hon.
member’s Bill has not a one per cent. chance
of suceess. Apparently it does not matter
what may be the price, the strength, the
structure, or the suitability of the agricunl-
tural implement! Apparently it does not
matter how shoddy it may be, what delays
may arise, or what troubles may le caunsed
at the works, the farmer is to be compelled
by legislation to use the locally manufse-
lured agricultural implements, turned out
by the State Implement Works.

Mr. Sleeman: The Bill does not say that!

Mr. DONEY: [ admit the works are not
specifically meuntioned in the Bill, but hon.
members know that if the Bill is accepted
in its present form, on the day following it
becoming the law of the land, farners will
be thrown on the tender mereies of the State
Implement Works.

Mr. Sleeman: The member for Perth told
vou that agricultural implements were being
tmade near Guildford.

Mr. DONEY : The member for Perth (M.
H. W. Mann) knows very well that for all
practical purposes we may regard the manu-
facture of agrienltural implements in this
State as eonfined to one concern—the Stafe
Implement Works.
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Mr. H, W. Mann: That is not so.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Of course not.

Mr. Thorn: We know what are twrned
out.

Mr, DONEY: Of course we do.

Houn. W, D. Johnson: You do not know
your own State.

Mer, DONEY: 1 know all the makers who
twn out agricultural implements in any
yuantity or of any value.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: We must show you
round your own State.

Mr, DONLEY: Idonot think the hon. memn-
ber counld show me much about agrieultural
machinery in this State, that I do not know
already. However, the point is that a mon-
opoly of the kind the hon. member has in
mind is of no use whatever to the farmers
of this State. Surely the farmer has plenty
of annoyance to put up with already. I
hope to goodness there is no chance of
evercive legislation of this kind being im-
posed opon him, I am not questioning the
integrity of the member for Fremantle,
but I am questioning his judgment on this
occasion. I eannot think that even he
expects any chanee of success from ham-
pering legislation of this kind at a time
when we should be doing all that we cun
o assist the farmer to produce a little move
cheaply than he is doing now. The farmer,
surely, should know what is hest for him-
self, If he is not an expert in respect of
the articles he is using every day, it is
time he was. We should not by legislation
bamper his choice. The need for protec-
tion has been spoken of bv several mem-
bers. I put it to¢ the member for Fremantle
that the only protection the State Imple-
ment Works need is the very ample pro-
tection they would afford themselves by
turning out a normally good article at a
reasonable price. No protection should be
needed beyond that. Still, there is the fur-
ther protection that comes to them by rea-
son of their not having to pay the very
high overseas freights that bave to be paid
by competing manufacturers in the East-
ern States, and the still further protection
that comes from the natural preference of
all our people for the locally-made article.
Just as in the case of all other traders, the
State Tmplement Works must be prepared
to trade and sell on their merits, or go to
the wall. The faet that apparently they
eannot earry on without the assistance of
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coercive legislation of this kind is an ad-
mission, and indeed proof, of failure. It
would be very nice indeed, all other things
being equal, to see the State Implement
Works a hive of industry; but as it hap-
pens, other things are not by any means
equal. It is the duty of the Government,
particularly at a time like this, to ex-
amine very carefully all proposals laid be-
fore them, with the object of seemmg whether
those proposals can assist them in their econ-
omy campaign or in their keen desire to
agsist agrienlture by cheapening it. No
member can assert that the Bill would do
any good in either of those directions. Nor
do T think the hon. member would eclaim
that, when framing this Bill in his mind,
he looked upon it from the point of view
of the people most concerned, namely the
farmers. I am sure he is not going to claim
that this Bill would do the farmer any
good.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: Yet he happens to
be a farmer himself.

Mr. DONEY: Yes, and because of that
1 am the more surprised to find he could
go against his own interests.

My, Marshall: Certainly he would not he
Jed by considerations of expediency, as sre
some members representing the farmers.

Mr. DONEY: No, I agree that he would
not. I admit that. Then there is this point
that should be readily agreed to, namely
that if the Bill were to become law the State
Implement Works would certainly not be
in & position to supply the ever-growing
needs in the way of machinery of the farm-
ers of the State. .

Mr. Withers: There is in the Bill no men-
tion of the State Implement Works.

Mr. DONEY: I am nware of that.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: They why do reu
keep reading it into the Bill®

Mr. DONEY: Because nothing else was
thought of when the Bill was being framed.

Mr, Marshell: McKay wants to come
here, and if he were given this guarantee he
might come.

Mr. DONEY: If the hon. member had
brought down his Bill when other mann-
facturers of farming implements were oper-
ating here, or seeking to operate here, the
Bill might not bave had so strong an appo-
sition to face. In common with every
other member of the Chamber, T am eager
for the time to arrive when this State shall
make all its own machinery. But I want to



808

see the factories come and grow and trade
entirely on their own merits.

Hon. W. D. Jjohnson: Are you prepared
to help them do that?

Mr, DONEY: I am prepared to assist
the establishment of anything here, pro-
vided it is on a competitive basis.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: I see. You, like
others, represent the farmer up to a given
point and then you drop him.

Mr. DONEY: I represent the farmer
just to the extent his interests go, and no
further.

Mr. Marshall: And then you turn to the
St. Qeorges-terrace farmer,

Mr. DONEY: I do not think the inter-
jection has anything at all to do with the
Bill.

My, Marshall:
speech, either.

Mr. DONEY: Had I not been talking to
the Bill, I imagine I would bave been called
to order by the Spenker. The member for
Perth (Mr. H. W. Mann) pointed out that
this was a matter for diseretion. Surelv he
cannot bring diseretion into the Bill. Had
the Bill been based on discretion instead
of on compulsion, there would have been
very little objection to it.

Mr. H. W. Mann: T said I intended when
in Committee to move an amendment that
would leave it to the discretion of the Man-
aging Trustee of the Agricultural Bank.

Mr. DONEY: Then apparently you dis-
eussed your amendment without wailing un-
til you had moved it. The Bill deals whelly
with compulsion, and makes ne mention of
discretion. I shall be very much surprised
indeed, and deeply disappointed, if mem-
bers having the true interests of the farmer
at Deart can bring themselves vo sup-port
the Bill.

Nor has mueh of your

MR. SLEEMAN (Fremantle—in reply)
[8.22]: I am not disappointed at the recop-
tion accorded to the Bill. I set out expect-
ing that it would meet with a lot of opposi-
tion, and I have not heen disappointed.
When we have a House comprised as this is,
comprised, as the “West Australian” says,
of a lot of country members, we cannot ex-
pect much sympathy for a Bill such as this.
The Premier said he ecould not see the ob-
ject of the Bill. I say the object of the
Bill is exactly the same as the present
Premier had when in 1909 he put a similar
clanse into the Bill of that session. T want
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to congratulate the Premier on the speech
he made on that oecasion; a fine loyal
speech. As a biz Western Australian he
pointed out

The Minister for Lands: The Premier has
not spoken to this Bill.

Mr. SLEEMAN: Oh yes, he has. He
said he could not see the object of the
Bill. T say the object of this Bill is the
same as the Premier had in 1909, namely,
to keep the work in this State, to reserve
Western Australiap work for Western Aus-
tralian men; ard also Western Australian
boys, who are leaving school with nothing
to do and nowhere to go, walking the streets
looking for work. If for nothing else, the
Bill warrants the support of every member
in that it will serve to build up an industry
affording our boys a few places in which to
learn trades. As I pointed ont when mov-
ing the second reading, there are quite a
number of trades related to implement mak-
ing. The Premier in 1909 remarked that if
the people of the East wanted our trade,
they should come over here and get it, that
the work had to be kept within the State.
During the last few days there has been
something in the nature of an agitation
in the newspapers over the fact that there
is nothing for the lads to do after leaving
school. Mr. Thomas Chandler, headmaster
of the James-street school, has taken up the
matter, and a nunmber of leading citizens
have contributed to the discussion in the
newspapers. What betler can we do for
our boys than help to establish an indusiry
that will afford those boys a good many
openings? The Premier, when he talks of
butter and then turns to the subject of
machinery, seems to me to somersault alto-
gether. He goes out and tells the people
that he wants them to buy Western Aus-
tralian buiter, and says that instead of im-
porting butter from the Eastern States it
is much better to import the cow and wake
the butter here. Might I be allowed to com-
pare the making of machinery to the mak-
ing of butter.

The Minister for Lands: The Premier has
not somersaulted.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Premier has said,

and said frequently, that it is better to im-
port the cow and make the butter in this

State. In the same strain, T =ay it is mueh
better to make our own machinery thau to
imnort it.
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Mr. Sampson: The State Implement
Works do not make cream separators.

Mr. SLEEMAN: No, but they make
‘good farming machinery, If the hon. mem-
ber would copy that and keep more printers
employed in the printing industry instead
of dealing abroad, it would be better for the
State.

The I'remier: 1o not say anything about
the hon. member's make of motor car.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I do not wish to discuss
the hon. member’s motor car, but certninly
a little while ago it was not an English one.

The Premier: What is your own?

Mr. SLEEMAN: Mire is not an English
one, either, Unfortunately it is the only one
I can afford.

Mr. SPEAKER: Order! We are not dis-
cussing motor ears.

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Premier in 1909
said that if the Easterners wanted our trade
they conld come over here and get it. Re-
cently he took up another attitude when he
said that if the Easterners were to come over
here looking for work, they would get no
work. “Let them stay in the East,” he
added. He might have gone further and
said that if they stayed in Vietoria he
would not mind sending money from the
taxpayer here over there to keep them in
Victoria. Names of people coming West
are being taken on the railway trains now
and sent forward to the Government au-
thorities in Western Australia. I say it
would be ten thousand times better to let
them come here if we had the industries to
absorb them than to send money to seep
them in the Eastern States. The Premier
the other night said that if I could show
him that the machinery could be made here,
it would be n different matter. In Febrnary
of 1909 the Premier said that all the machin-
ery needed by the farmer, with the excep-
tion perhaps of the reaper and binder,
could be made in this State.

Mr. Doney: Of course it can, but it is
not.

Mr. - SLEEMAN: The other night the
Premier said that if I could show him that
it could be made in this State, he would
agree with me. In 1909 he said that every-
thing needed by the farmer, except the
reaper and binder, could be made in this
State. They were his own words in 1909.
If all the machinery could be made in this
State in 1909, how mueh easier and better
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can it be made here in 19307 The Premier
also said—

Since the idea of advancing £100 was men-

tioned, there have bheen inquiries from BEast-
crn manufacturers desiring to come over here.

If they would come over here for the little
trade we had to offer in 1909, how much
more readily would they come over for the
larger trade now offering?  The member
for Williams-Narrogin said that if the Bill
were to become law twenty State Implement
Works could not supply anything like the
mass of machinery required in the State.
If that is so, is not that an inducement for
Eastern States manufacturers to come here
and participate in that trade? It is the
very thing that would help the industry in
this country. The Premier the other mnight
said this—

When I introduced the Bill in 1909, those
were the days of small things.

If we take up the attitude the Premier has
adopted to-day, this State will always be a
State of small things. If we are not going
to do anything to advance the State, the
State is not going to get very far.

The Premier: This will not advance the
State.

Mr. SLEEMAN: T think 1t will advance
it considerably by opening up the industry.
I do not wish to weary the House by read-
ing the whole of the speech the Premier
made in 1909. It was a splendid speech and
I congratulate him on it. I only wish he
would put up a similar speech to-day. The
hon. member thought it would be an induce-
ment for manufaeturers to come here at that
time, but he says it would not be an induace-
ment for them to come here now. The Min-
ister for Lands spoke on the Bill, and I am
hopeful of getting a little support from
him. His reception of the measure was not
too bad. He evidently believed in the object
of the Bill, but he went on to say that we
could not compel the Agricultural Bank to
do this and that and the other thing. He
said the Associated Banks would not do
such a thing, The Associated Banks often
do dictate terms to their clients when they
go to borrow money.

The Minister for Lands: Oh, no.

Mr., SLEEMAN: The Minister must
know of many instances in which the Asso-
ciated Banks and other institutions have
dictated their terms. I might include build-
ing societies amongst the other institutions.



810

The Minister for Lands has evidenfly been
fortunate in that he has not found himself
in the clutches of big firms that handle
wheat and wool. If he had been in their
clutehes, he would know that they do dictate
terms.  Private enterprise, of which the
Minister is so fond of talking, does dictate
terms. Let any wool grower get into the
clutches of one of the big firms, and he will
find that he has to put his wool through that
firm. Perhaps I have been unfortunate in
getfing into the clutches of such firms
whereas the Minister has been more for-
tunate. There is no doubt that the big firms
do this sort of thing, and most members
know that once a farmer gets into their
clutches, they dictate their terms and tell
him that the man who pays the piper ecalls
the tune. The member for Nelson (Mr.
J. H. Smith) was a little antagonistie, but
I think there is a chance of getting his sup-
port. However, there were one or two things
he said he did not like. He said he sup-
ported the principle of the Bill, and then
he asked what was the underlying motive of
the Bill, The only motive is to assist the
men and boys who are out of work—some
of the men and boys for whom the hon.
member on the hustings promised to find
work. After the member for Nelson’s pro-
mising te find work for those people in his
district, surely he will not turn me down
when T am trying to devise meaus to find
work for them.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Do you think a depot
would be established in the Nelson distriet?

Mr. SLEEMAN: In the Eastern States
there are factories in most of the agriemi-
tural districts.  Only to-day I heard that
there is an implement being made in Green-
bushes, which is very close to the hon. mem-
ber's district. On the hustings he said he
would provide opportunity for all. This is
a chanee to assist to provide work for a few
and opportunity for a lot. I am sorry that
the member for Nelson, in the course of his
remarks, could not resist having a dig at
the State Implement Works. Though the
State Implement Works are not mentioned
in the Bill, many members on the Govern-
ment side harped about what the works
would do if the Bill were passed, and what
the Bill would do for the works. I am not
concerned about State Implement Works,
Mitchell works or Nelson works. I want to
get works established in this country. The
member for Nelson said it was owing to
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State implements that thousands of pounds
had been lost on the group settlements. I
am surprised as his making that statement.

Mr. J. H. Smith: Which is quite correct.

Mr. SLEEMAN: XNo one knows better
than the hon. member why so much money
was lost on the group settlements. He can-
not tell me that the State Implement Works
were responsible for the loss of so much
money on the groups. There were other
causes. Now I come to the Minister for
Works. I am sorry he is not in his seat,
becanse I wonld have liked him to hear
what I have to say. He said I made a per-
gonal attack on him. I have yet to learn
that when one member criticises the state-
ment of another it constitutes a personal
attack. I eriticised statements he had made
in this House, and in reply I was told that
I bad not any State-made machinery on
my farm, which is getting pretty close
to personalities, As a result T had
to reply to the Minister for Works.
There was no personal attack until the
Minister made one. The Minister said
he had hought more State machinery than
I had. To prove what I said that the Min-
ister was always a great opponent of the
State Implement Works, I am going to quote
him and show that what I said at the time
war perfeetly eorrect.

The Premier: Under what Bill does this
oceur?

Mr. SLEEMAN: The Minister for Works
said that farmers had lost hundreds of
pounds through using locally-made imple-
ments. Later on he added that he could
speak from experience. What experience
of State implements has the Minister had?
He admits that he has not a harvester, and
that is generally the bone of contention with
everybody. He admits that the ploughs and
windmills made by the State Implement
Works are good. Practically everything on
his farm is good, and yet he sets out to eon-
demn the State Implement Works. In
another portion of his speech he said—

Although I shall he attocked by the mem-
ber for Fremantle, I van say positively that
1 have spent more money on State implementa
than anyone else in this House. 1 have sev-
eral of the machines; 1 have vnsed them and
scrapped a lot of them.

That is where I join issue with the Minister,
When he made thut statement [ did not in-
terject or contradict him. Now that he has
attacked me, 1 want to say that 1 dv not be-
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lieve he has been the largest purchaser in
’his House of State implements. I am pre-
pared to challenge him on these lines if he
will accept the challenge. If he has spent
nore on State implements than has any
sther member of this House, I will donate
210 to the Wyalkatehem hospital; if he has
10t spent more money on State implements
san has any other member of this House,
1e¢ will donate £10 to the Fremantle Hos-
pital.

The Minister for Lands: You cannot do
hat.

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am doing it. If the
Speaker prevents me, well and good. The
Minister has not the power to prevent a
nember from making his speech. The Min-
ster may appeal to the Speaker if he likes.
[ am satisfied that the Minister for Works
188 not spent more money on State-made
nachinery than has any other member of
his House. If the Minister is prepared to
1ecept the challenge, he has a chance of
naking £10 for the Wyalkatechem Hospital.
Ihe Minister produced a file, which I have
since perused. I could not find some of the
itatements said by the Minister to be con-
;ained in the file. If he says they are in the
ile, 1 shall let it go at that, but I could not
ind them there. 1 am sorry that the Minis-
#r set out to parade his hospitality. There
was no need for him to do that; his hos-
oitality is well known throughout the State.
He is noted for his hospitality and for his
1se of the capital letter “I,”” and he has used
hat frequently on every occasion on’ which
[ have heard him speak in this House. He
went on f{o say—

The member for ¥Fremantle got 4 block
ind, on getting it, ho came te me for assist-
mece and adviee, which 1 gave him; as [ have
riven many a member on the other side of

she Houae. T invited him to go to my farm,
md showed him all over the farm,

[ want to give the Minister a chance to with-
iraw that statement, which is totally and
ibsolutely untrue. The fact is that, at the
atter end of 1924, the present Minister for
Works came to me and said that the mem-
yrial wing of the Wyalkatehem Hospital was
seing opened, and would I accompany him
hers as the Minister could not go and most
yther members could not be present. At
shat time I had no block of land, and was
10t interested in farming. I was not invited
0 go up and see his farm. I was invited
o accompany him to Wyalkatchem at the
wpening of the hospital wing. -That proves
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the statement of the Minister untrue. I
admit that while in Wyalkatchem he invited
me to drive to his farm, and T do not think
we were on the farm more than a couple of
hours. I did not see too much of it. As
regards inspecting the machinery, I think I
did more poison-pulling than machinery-
inspecting. The manager of the farm spoke
about a few sheep that had died.

The Minister for Lands: That has nothing
to do with the Bill.

Mr, SLEEMAN: It has something to do
with the statement of the Minister that I
went to him for assistance. I had not a
block of land at the time and was not in-
terested in farming, If the Minister for
Lands wishes to take sides with the Minister
for Works, he ean test my statement to as-
certain whether it is trune. I bave a perfect
right to answer the statements made by the
Minister for Works, The Minister men-
tioned the expenses of the trip. He would
have the Honse believe that I was his guest,
that I travelled with him, and that I stayed
with him. Al the expense he met was that
of my riding in bis motor car from Perth
to Wyalkatchem, While we were in Wyal-
katchem 1 paid my hotel expenses, and I re-
turned to Perth by train, That is the ex-
tent of the hospitality to which the Minister
for Works referred. If I am indebted to
him tor three or four gallons of petrol for
the trip to Wyalkatchem, I shall oblige him
by banding over the amcunt when the House
rvises. The member for Perth (Mr. H. W.
Mann) receivgd the Bill somewhat sym-
pathetically, He said he was in acecord with
the ohject of the Bill. I thank him for hav-
ing brought along the exhibits displayed in
the corridor to-day. They reveal very good
work done in this State, of which we might
be proud. I understand that most of such
work has previously been done for us in
South Australia. If the hon. member pro-
poses the amendmnent he indicatea, of which
I do unot altogether approve, I shall give it
counsideration. If I cannot get tne whole
Bill as I should like it, I shall be prepared to
take something which will be a step in the
right direetion. If the Bill passes the second -
reading, I shall consider the hon, member’s
amendment and endeavour to make the Bill
more to the liking of members opposite.
The member for Williams-Narrogin (Mr.
Doney) apparently intends to vote against

the second reading. I do mnot know
that we shall get very far with the
hon. member. Perhaps, in view: of
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the amendment proposed by the member
for Perth, he may think it advisable to sup-
port the second reading, se that the Bill
may be dealt with in Committee. Theonly
object I had in bringing down this measure
was to do something for the people of the
State who are particularly interested. Even
if membe.s are not prepared to go as far
as I wounld desire, they will perhaps assist
me part of the way along the road I wish
to travel. 1 am prepared to meet them to
the utmost extent possible, for I believe
that half a loaf is perhaps better than no
bread. I commend the Bill to the House
and hope it will pass the second reading.

Question put, and a division {aken with
the following result:—

Ayes 19
Noes ‘s .. ..o 18
Majority for 1
AYES.
Mr. Collier Mr, Munsie
Mr, Cupningham Mr, Panton
Mr. Hegney Mr. Raphael
Mr. Jehnson Mr, Sleemon
Mr, Lamond Mr, J. H. Emilth
Mr. Lutey Mr, Wansbrough
Mr. H. W, Mann Mr. Willeock
Mr. Marshall AMr. Wlthers
Mr. McCallum Mr. Corboy
Mr, Millizgton {Teller.)
NoES.
Mr. Barnard Mr. McLarty
Mr, Browp Sir James Mitchell
Mr. Doney Mr. Patrick
Mr. Ferguson Mr, Piesse
Mr, Griffiths Mr. Richardson
Mr. Keenan Mr, Sampson
Mr. Latham Mr. Scaddan
Mr. Lindsay Mr, Wells
My. J. 1. Mano Mr, North
(Pelier,)
Parrs.
ATEN. Noms.
Mr. Wilson Mr Aungelo
Mr. Walker Mr, Davy
Mr. Kenneally Mr, Parker
Mr. Coverley Mr. J. M. Smith
Miss Holman Mr. Teesdale
Mr. Troy Mr. Thorn

Question thus passed.

Bill read a segond time.

In Committee.

Mr. Richardson in the Chair; Mr. Slee-
man in charge of the Bill,

Clause 1—agreed to.
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Clause 2—Amendment of Section 28:

Mr. H. W, MANXN: I move an amend
ment—

That all the words after ‘‘further,”’ i
line 5, be struck out and the following ir
serted in lien:—*'That the trustees sha
have diseretion to refuse an advance to an
settler for the purchase of any agricultur:
or dairying implement or machinery whie
has not been manufactured in Western An
tralia.?’

Mr. SLEEMAN: I have not had time t
study this amendment. It does not seex
that it would take us very far.

Mr. H. W. Mann: You had better tak
half the loaf or you will get nothing at al

My, Panton: You are not allowed to us
threats here,

Mr. SLEEMAN: I am most anxious
do the right thing. I think we can improv
on this amendment, and I should like t
see something better than this brough
forward. If time were given, possibl
something better econld be drafted.

Hon. W. D. JOYNSOXN: The membe
for Fremantle thinks we might be able t
do something with the amendment if w
had time in which to consider it. It shouh
not be discussed until it has heen properl;
analysed. It would be better to report pro
gress,

Progress reported.

BILL—EGG MARKETING.
Second Feading.
Debate resumed from the 24th September

THE MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURI
{Hon. P. D. Ferguson—Irwin-Moore
[857]: The member for Guildford-Mid
land (Hos. W. D. Johnson), in introdueing
this Bill, has lived up to the reputation h
has built for himself over a long period of
years, the reputation of taking a keen in
terest in the marketing of all primary pro
ducts. He has devoted a great deal of timu
and thought to the question of the marketing
of wheat and other produets, and we haw
heard to-night that he has taken a great in
terest in the marketing ot kangaroo skins
T take second place to no one in my interes|
for the welfare of ovr primary producers
The results of my inguiries into the marke..
ing question, however, have not satisfied me¢
that ecompulsory econtrol is in their best in.
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lerests. Owing to the cost of conirol, and
the disadvantages due to the lack of com-
petition because of the cutiing out of pri-
vate firms that would be brought about by
actual compulsion, it would do more barm
lhan anything else to the persons who are
vitally concerned. Apart from the fact that
control is objectionabie and irksome, the
Bill contains many undesirable features
which absolutely preclude this Honse from
passing it. The hon. member said his first
idea was to endeavour to bring about con-
trol in the marketing of eggs within the
metropolitan area. The Bill provides for
control in distriets or areas. This kind of
local option, if I may call it so, does not
appeal to me. It is fraught with very great
danger, and would not achieve the object
in view, The hon. member’s main concern
seems to be for the egg producer in the sub-
urban areas, just outside the metropolis. My
concern is just as much, if not more, for
the egg producer in the country. I fear
that the latier’s interests are not likely to
receive, under the Bill, that consideration
to whick in my opinion they are entitled.
Most of our pouliry industry now is located
outside the metropolitan area. There are
approximately 912,000 head of pouliry in
the State. Within a 40-mile radius of the
Perth Town Hall 306,600 are kept, and
outside that radius 606,000, It will
be seen that if contrel is to he of
any serviee to our egg producers as
a whole, the control must be gencral
It will not achieve anything of 1veal
serviee to the egg producers if it is done in
a piccemeal fashion. The eggs outside any
particular controlled area would be free;
and as Perth is the wholesale marketing
centre for the State, a limited area around
Perth which might in the first instance be
constitated a controlled area would be abso-
lutely futile as regards bringing about any
beneficial results to the producers.

Hon. W. D. Jobnson: WBive us that
amount of control, and we will be content
for the ftime being.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
That is the bone of contention bebween the
hon. member and wyself, T am fairly con-
vinced that such control would be useless
to the country producer, and would not be
materially beneficial to the suburban pro-
ducer.
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Hon, W. D. Johnson:; The producer needs
to be educated first.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
What would be the position of the pro-
ducers outside the area, supposing one was
proclaimed in the vicinity of Perth, who
sent their eggs to Perth, which to-day is the
only outlet they have? I take it those pro-
ducers wonld have to conform with any regu-
lations which might be detrimental to their
interests, even with regulations directed
against the country egg producer by a hoard
constituted largely or almost wholly of met-
ropolitian egg producers.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: That could not be,
of course.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
If there happened to be two controlled areas
in districts not adjoining, they might make
regulations directed absolutely fo the detri-
went of each other. Suchk a position would
be absurd, but uwnder the Bill it might be
erented. In the course of his remarks the
hon. member referred to the fact that the
local price for eggs is less than export par-
ity. Primary producers are notoriously slow
in coming to a decision as to the export of
their products, even though export might
be, and often is, in their own interests. They
generaily prefer to take, say, a shilling a
dozen for cggs in Perth, and be sure of
that amount, rather than seek te get 1s. 1d.
by exporting to the Old Country. In every
instance that I know of, parficularly as re-
gards wheat, fruit and meat, the Western
Australian primary producer has refused to
take on the export of his produet until the
price in the local market has fallen to an
almost nnremunerative level. As one who in
years gone by had a good desl to do with
the marketing of wheat, the member for
Guildford will realise that. He must admit
that he and others absolutely refused to -
export 2 bushel of wheat until the local price
had become so low as fo compel them to
export, In the realm of wheat an organi-
sation with which the hon. member is pex-
sonally associated has done marvellously
well in a purely voluntary eapaeity. I think
I am safe in saying that the wheat growers
of Western Australia would not have 8 com-
pulsory pool at any price. The voluntary
pool has been an unqualified success, and
what has been achieved by the wheat grow-
ers——
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Hon. W. D, Jobnson:
educated by compulsion.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
They were educated by the fact that the
Western Awustralian price fell so much as
to be well below the London parity.

Mr. Corboy: There had to be ¢ompulsion
in the first place, then.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TLURE: The same thing will happen in coi-
nection with eggs.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: We shall have to
educate the producers by compulsion first.

The Chief Secretary: How long?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I am quite satisfied that when the
egg producers who market locally are bit-
ten to such an extent as to be very much
hurt, they will be induced to turn their at-
tention to overseas markets. The hon. mem-
ber tells us that to-day they are selling their
eggs locally for less than they can sell them
at abroad. They have some business in-
stinets, and they will not let that go on too
long. To-day the lamb producers of this
State are in much the same plight. I per-
sonally have been trying for some time to
induce them to be prepared to export their
lambs when the local price falls below Lon-
don parity,

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Tid you try to
organise those producers?

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I have tried very hard to organise
them. I have tried to induce them to ex-
port a percentage of their lambs early, sc
that a crash may not oceur in the lambs
gold here. The lamb producers who have
agreed to that course can almost be counted
on the fingers of one hand.

Mr. Corboy: In other words, compulsion
is necessary.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL.
TURE: It is far better to be compelled by
prices than to be compelled by a law of
which the producers generally do not ap-

They were first

prove.
Hon. W. D. Johnson: That is quite
wrong.
The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-

TURE: Everything I say will be wrong in
the hon. member’s eyes.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: You are misrepre-
senting the Bill. ‘The Bill does not ask for
compulsion.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: If T =aid anything that appealed
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to the hon. member, it would not appeal
to other members, and certainly it would be
foreign to my own views on this subject.

Hon. W, D. Johnson: But you should
not misrepresent.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: Reference has been made to the
fact that compulsion did much for ithe
dried fruits industry. I am quite prepared
to admit that, It is the only compulsion
known to me that has been beneficial to the
primary producers of this State. The posi-
tion as to dried fruits is entirely different
from the position regarding eggs. For 40
years one particular distriet of Western
Australia, the Swan district, has been noted
for the productive nature of its vines. For
a great many years, futher back than T can
remmember, a few vinegrowers on the Swan
have been accustomed to market a percen-
tage of dried vine fruits. It was well estah-
lished that that distriet was wonderfully
suited for the production of raisins. At
the close of the war, when many of our
soldiers were being repatriated, the Gov-
ernment of the day—incidentally, I think
it was led by the present Premier—detided
that vitieulture would be a suitable avenue
of employment for returned men. A great

‘many of them were put on growing vine

fruits on the Swan,

Mr. Sampson: They starved until they
ot the dried fruits marketing law.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICUL-
TURE: I will show the absolute absurdity
of that statement. For some years those
soldier settlers reaped a rich harvest as the
result of their operations. The hon. men-
ber, in bis ignorance, says they starved. To
my mowledge, the price of dried fruits
soared to about £90 ver ton, and the grow-
erg did remarkably well. As the resnlt of
the reconstruction of affairs on the shores
of the Mediterranean after the war, and
as an effect of increased production in
California, the price of dried fruits slamped
badly. In Australia a system of com-
pulsion was brought into operation. Baut
it is not due to that poliecy that the success
of dried fruits production has to a certain
extent been sustained. It is due to the deci-
sion of the Ausiralian people, the Austra-
lian consumers, that in the interests of the
returned soldiers it was not advisable to
allow the industry to lanpuish. Therefore
Australian consumers said, “We are pre-
pared to pay more for the fruit than it is
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worth, so that our returned men can remain
on the land and the industry be saved to
Western Australia.” To-day dried vine
fruits are being sold in Western Australia
at a much higher priee than in London. To-
day curranis are bringing in London ap-
proximately £37 per ton, while the lceal
tonsumers are paying, and are prepared to
pay, at the rate of £63.

Mr, Corhoy: Protection is all right srme-
times, then.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Protection has nothing to do with compul-
gion, ‘The price of sultanas is £43 in Lon-
don, and £70 in Western Australin. I am
of opinion that Western Australian con-
sumers are not prepaved to adopt a similar
course to save the egg industry or tle poul-
try industry. I am Armly convinced also
that nothing that compulsion ¢an achieve
eannot be achieved under a voluntary pool.
The Australian people generally do not like
compulsion, do not care to have it foisted on
them, They regard it as irksome. As an
instance of what can be achicved by volun-
tary effort, let me inform the House that the
voluntary pool in South Australis, as re-
cently as last month, was selling in Adelaide
eggs, guaranteed new and infertile, at 1s. 3d.
per dozen. At that time the price in West-
ern Australin was 10%d. per dozen. New
South Wales hag n system of control which
the sponsor of this Bill wants to introduce
here. New South Wales tried to boost up
the price of eggs, and failnd disinally. While
eggs were selling in Adelaide for 1s, 3d. and
in Perth’ for 10%%d., the Nev South Wales
pool sought to fix a price of ls. 2d4. per
dozen; but owing to the durping of Queens-
land eggs the New South Wales board had
to reduce the price, So much for compul-
sion. Voluntary efforts are evidently far
more effective. For some considerable time,
an effort has been made te export eggs from
Western Australia and I would like to in-
form the House what has been achieved in
that direetion during the last six years. In
1924 we exported 18,045 dozen eggs, and in
1925, 38,006 dozen. We had built up quite
a decent little export trade by that time, and
in 1926 we sent away 196,980 dozen. In the
following year, 1927, when the Common-
wealth Act and the regulations under it were
first brought into operation, our exports
slumped to 62,520 dozen. That was due to
the fact that our poultry farmers did not
produce a standard of egg that, according
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to the Commonwealth regulations came up
to export quality. Thousands of eggs in-
tended for export were accordingly rejected.
Profiting by the experience gained that year,
in 1928 we started to build up the export
trade again, and sent away 111,885 dozen
eggs, and in 1929, 174,720 dozen. For 1930,
on the basis of the exporis that are taking
place, it is estimated that something like
240,000 dozen eggs will be sent away. I
cannot help thinking that if the Bill becomes
law, it will be necessary to set up some
organisation to control the business. Those
who have bheen attempting to conduet a
voluntary pool in Western Australian and
have not met with the suceess they deserved
or desired, would probably be at least some
of those who would control the compnlsory
pool and handle our eggs. 1 want to say at
ouce that that will not be acceptable to the
country producers of eggs in Western Aus-
tralia. In fact, I doubt whether it wili be
acceptable to the egg producers in the metro-
politan area.

Hon, W. D. Johnson: Those who will con-
trol will have to be elected,

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE;:
If any proof were needed in support of my
contention, we have it in the figures avail-
able, which go to show what eggs are being
handled by the poultry committee and what
eggs are dealt with through the ordinary
channels of trade. The private traders are
getting most of the business, and the volun-
tary pool has not done as well as I desire
or as the member for Guildford-Midland
(Hon. W. D. Johnson) would wish.

Hon. 'W. D, Johnson: You know that the
private traders are merchants huying eggs
and making a profit themselves. I want that
profit to go to the producers.

The Minister for Railways: You sun make
a retwrn to the producers now if you desire.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
Some time ago representatives of the poultry
organisations in the metropolitan area
waited upon me and asked that the Govern-
ment should introduce a measure similar to
that now before the House. The Govern-
ment gave the matfer serious consideration,
but decided that they would not father the
Bill, the policy of the Government being
that it would be better, in the interests of
the producers and of all concerned, to allow
the natural channels of trade to carry on
rather than to interfere with them and bring
in & measure of compulsion. I am perfeetly
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satisfied that voluntary effort can and will
achieve all that can be claimed for compul-
sion. In faef, I think the advocates of com-
pulsion have altogether over-estimated the
advantages of it and under-estimated the
advantages of volantary effort. If, like the
wheat growers, they have private firms
operating and a voluntary pool as well, then
if the voluntary pool gives service to the
producers such as the voluntary wheat pool
has given, I am satisfied that, as time goes
on, the voluntary pool will easily collar the
bulk of the trade being done, and that the
producers will be quite satisfied with their
efforts., Recently the Department of Agri-
culture, in endeavouring to assist the egg
producers of the State, attempted to get 2
concession from the Federal (overnment.
Our producers have demonstrated that they
are exporting eggs of a higher quality than
those despateched from any other State in
Australia. Becsuse of that, we have been
trying to induce the Federal Minister
for Markets to approve of our eggs being
branded as Western Australien. Unfortu-
pately we have not been suceessful in our
effort so far, but we are following the matter
up still further in the hope that the Min-
ister will accede to our request and allow us
fo brand our eggs as “Western Auvstralian
eggs” instead of as “Australian eggs.” If
our efforts prove successful, it will assist
materially in the further expansion of the
export trade of this State. I wish to read to
the House a few lines from a report in a
South Australian newspaper, which has just
come o hand, and which has reference to the
operations of the voluntary egg pool in that
State. The report eontains the following: —

From a small beginning of five members
peoling about 200 dozen eggs a week, the
Association is now more than 400 strong,
pooling 40,000 dozen eggs in springtime and

supplying 60 per cent. of the South Austra-
lian exports to the United Kingdom.

Hon. W. D. Johnson: Now go on and
read the lot.

The MINISTER #OR AGRICULTURE:
In conclugion, I wish to issue a note of
warning to members of Parliament who re-
vresent country constituencies. I warn
them that this effort of eompulsion is an
effort by the suburban poultry raisers and
some suburban politicians, and will not be
in the best interests of the egg producers
throughout the country districts. I supgest
to them that they would be wise in the

{ASSEMBLY.]

interesis of their constituents mot to allow
the Bill to become law.

Mr. Corboy: Resad the whole clipping.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
It is not the slightest use for any member
of Parliament o try to interrupt me while
[ am speaking. It is absolutely impossible
for me to hear interjections that have fallen
from hon. members. That is not my faanlt,
but my misfortune. I have not heard one
interjection,

The Minister for Railways: You have not
missed anything.

The MINISTER FOR AGRICULTURE:
I may not have missed anything, although
members of Parliament may say that they
have not heard much. I shall vote against
the second reading of the Bill, and 1 hope
it will not be agreed to.

[The Deputy Speaker took the Chair.]

MR. SBAMPSON (Swan) [9.24]: I sup-
port the Bill.

Mr. MeCallum, You are one of the suh-
urban politicians!

Mr. SAMPSON: I am disappointed that
the Minister did not read the whole of the
newspaper clipping to which he referred.
Had he done =0 he would have disclosed to
the House that the South Australian egg
producers are desirous of an egg control
board being established in their State. I
realise, ag everyone who has given the slight-
est consideration to the subject must appre-
ciate that this problem bristles with diffi-
culties. There is one object only in vonnee-
tion with the Bill and that is to give to
those who are engaged in the poultry in-
dustry an opportunity to make a Lving.
The position te-day is that, in a marketing
sense, we are living in a by-gone age.

Mr. Panton: I hope the eggs are not in
the same state.

Mr, SAMPSON: We have failed to keep
pace with the forward movement in other
countries. I shall endeavour to show by
references to what is done elsewhere and to
statements by various authorities, that :he
Bill now before hon. members is it the
interests of the producers, the consnracrs,
and the State generally.

The Chief Seeretary: And in the interests
of those outside Australia, foo!

My, SAMPSON : Ountside Aunstralia the
principle is recognised. as I hope 1o demon-
gtrate,
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The Minister for Railways: And yvon are
in favour of a menopoly!

Mr. SAMPSOX: T applaud the action of
the wember for Guildford-Midland . (Hon.
W. D. Johnson) in introducing the Bill. I
am sorry the Government could not see their
way clear to introduce it. It would have
been a great pleasure to me to have sup-
ported & Government measure, not that I
desire to imply disrespect for the Bill now
hefore the House. As the member for
Guildford-Midland himself explained, a Bill
introduced by a private member is accom-
puanied by grave difficulties from a Consti-
tutional standpoint. I would like to read a
few remarks issued by the Federal Minister
for Markets, in connection with Empire
marketing—

Everywhere we have beeu losing giound
while the traders of the United States, better
informed and equipped, keener perhaps iu the
atudy of local requirements and with greater
driving power behind them, have gone rapidly
ahead. The moral of all this is plain. Tt
means, as Mr. Lennox B. Lee, the retiring
president of the Federation of British In-
dustries, recently pointed out, that we must
discard old ideas of organisation and methods
of distribution, adopt mass producfion, work
more efficiently, rationalise our machinery
and our labour, and unify interest and aim,
with the co-operation of capital and lubour
as the essential preliminary condition. Our
whole outlook involves the application of
scientific control to industry in its entirety.

The first argument brought forward against
the Bill to establish an egg control board
is that a voluntary effort could be made by
the producers, and thus the difficulty would
be overcome. That method has been tried
over and over again, and always the result
has been failure. For a time it appeared
that a measure of success would attend the
voluntary efforts made. On the argument
that half a loaf is betier than no bread, so
long as a considerable proportion of those
engaged in the industry participated in the
voluntary pool, somsthing was achieved, but
as time went on the number of producers
supporting the effort lessened, and so it is
realised that a voluntary effort in connec-
. tion with egg inarketing is hopeless. The
argument used that the wheat pool is a
suecess, is answered by the fact that eduea-
tion along the lines of compulsion has made
that voluntary effort possible. I hoye that
hon. members will give these engaged in the
poultry industry an opportunity to Lest ont
real organisation along compulsory lines.
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If that is done, even for a period of a few
vears, I am satisfied that thereafter there
will be no return to the present chaotic
position. It is always realised that the
local market is the best market, but that
export is essential. Naturally endeavours
are made to secure the local market, but
unless export is maintained a glut soon
oecurs. Organisation, therefore, is neces-
sary, and all producers should participate.
The marketing difficulties that face this
primary industry, as well as others, are
world-wide. The worst feature is that the
efforts of those who endeavour to market
efficiently are injured by a section which
does not realise the value of organisation.
Those people claim something termed lib-
erty or freedom, and as a result they remain
chained to out-of-date methods which really
hold them as slaves or serfs. It is ad-
mitted that some Australian products figure
very badly in the world’s markets. Auns-
tralia does not stand up as well as does
New Zealand. In London Mr. H. E. Ste-
vens, a member of the New Zealand Export
Control Board, has made the marketing of
New Zealand produets very much more sue-
cessful than it was prior to the appoint-
ment of that officer under the New Zealand
Export Control Act. Under that Act Mr.
Stevens has absolute power. Some avidence
was given in the Perth “Daily News” of
the 31st June last which I think is of suffi-
cient interest to read. In that issme Mr.
T. M. Wilford, the New Zealand High Gom-
missioner, quoting the Empire Marketing
Board as an authority, claimed that New
Zealand producers of meat, butter, cheese,
boney, and other products were absolutely
up to date in' comparison with their world
competitors. Mr. Wilford therefore be-
lieved that he was entitled to congratnlate
not only New Zealand’s producers, but also
its trade representatives. It is a matter
for regret that we have not the same justi-
fication for congratulation. We are lacking
in those efforts of organisation which in
the Dominion have been made possible by
statute. The position is that we are really
out of step with modern marketing methods.
In California great progress hag been made.
That State has gone further than wmost
other countries, and to-day spares no effort
in placing her products on the markets of
the world. Californian trade commissioners
are sent out, and carefnlly-devised standard”
isation laws are enforced. As a maiter of
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fact California is so well organised, and
her produets are distributed to such an ex-
tent, that even in countries - adjacent, to
Australia California holds the market for
citrus fruits, bananas, ete., which New Zea-
land caonot produce. For New Zealand
those fruits are provided, net by Australin,
but by other countries, principally by
California. Yet in point of location to the
New Zesland market Australia has a very
great advantage indeed over California.
But California has shown by her methods
of marketing that she is able to lead the
world in these matters. As I was observ-
ing, from California trade commissioners
ara sent out to’‘go thrqugh different paris
of the world making arrangements for the
reception of Californian products. In this
way real assistance by the State Govern-
ment of California is rendered. Here in
Western Australia we have organisation in
most things; organisation in regard to
finance, in regard to shipping, in regard to
trade workers, and in many other regards.

The Minister for Lands: We have certain
pools.

Mr. SAMPSON: There are in operation
what might be termed pools, beesuse of the
existence of definite honourable under-
standings which have the effect of stabilis-
ing rates of interest, shipping rates, and
other charges. I realise that the poultry
industry is a particularly difficalt one to
organise. There are in it a majority of
small producers. It is well recognised that
the higger the concern, the more easily can
organisation be brought about. The organi-
sations to which I referred, bankers, ship-

ping, trade workers, and so on,
try to stabilise, and actually are
sunceessful in stabilising, their services

to industry. We claim that if the egg pro-
ducers desire organisation it should be in
their power to get it. But even the Minister
for Agriculture himself acknowledges that
the efforts he made proved, if not futile, at
least so discouraging that it was impossible
to hope for smecess. It is desired that our
pouliry tarmers who compete overseas should
have the assistance which is given by other
countries. It is asked that a measure, really
on the lines ol the New South Wales Mar-
keting of Primnary Produets Aect, on the
broad lines on which the measure now hefore
the House has been framed by the member
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for Guildford, shall be approved. Some
of the reasons for control are as follows:—

Because grower-controlled marketing is in-
finitely superior to agent-controlled market-
ing.  Grower-controlled wmarketing ineans
orderly marketing. The pooling system has
proved itself; it is far bevond the experi-
mental stage. Under the protection of a poeol
the uplift of an industry gener:ally is pussible;
the pool would specialise in the marketing
of eggs, and the board wonld give this matter
its sole attention. The elected representa-
tives of the growers, being growers them-
selves would have interests identical with
those of other growers. The board’s deter-
mination would be to see that returns to
growers covercd the ‘cost of production plus
a fair margin of profit to which the grower
is entitled, and which all other classes in the
business c¢ommunity eclaim as their moral
right. The pool board could eold store the
surplus on behalf of the growers. The pool
would be in a position to supply intelligently
the demaunds of the local market by realising
just what the market can absorb.

The lack of a system means gluts and con-
sequent ruinous prices to all concerned. On
Monday evening last a public meeting was
held in Keough's Hall, Stirling-street, Perth.
That meeting had been called by advertise-
ment in the weekly and daily Press, and it
was open to all eoncerned in the pouliry in-
dustry. It was a very large meeting, there
being insufficient seating accommodation for
all who attended, the number being sbout
300. The matter of pooling was discussed
at length, and questions were asked and
answered. Subsequently a vote was taken,
and with the exception of two or three per-
sons, the meeting was unanimonsly in favour
of the passing of the measure brought down
by the member for Guildford. The growers
themselves are satisfied that their sal-
vation lies in organisation. Unquestionably
improvement will be brought about in that
way. DBack in 1924 I visited Queensland
in company with Mr. H. J. Yelland, M.L.C.,
and while there I specially inquired into the
operations of the Kgg Control Board.
Recently I wired to the Premier of
Queensland to ascerfain the position to-day.
I am glad to say I mow have the pri-
vilege of giving the House the latest infor-
mation, for the Premier of Queensland has
been good enough to send me a reply as
follows :—

Queensland epg pool was created in 1923
and now applies to all persons with 50 fowla
or over in the populous south-eastern portion
of Queensland. Since the pool wns cestab-
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lished, production in Queensland has practi-
cally doubled, and without the pool it is diffi-
cult to conceive how the local market could
have been maintained in view of the vast
quantity of eggs that have had to be ex-
ported.

If anothing further than that was submit-
ted to the House it would be, I think, suffi-
cien{ evidence to show justification for what
is being done. I have referred to organisa-
tion in New Zealand and California. In ad-
dition there is a measure of control in South
Africa and also in Canada. In Canada it is
a very real measure. I refer particularly
to the provinee of British Columbia, where
control on the lines of committee-of-diree-
tion methods has been in existence for the
past three or four years. Only a few weeks
ago 1 received a letter from the chairman
of the board, who says that although they
have plenty of trouble, the position is better
becaiise of the organisation they now have,
Nobody cxpects that the operation of this
Bill will eliminate all trouble. That would
be too mueh altogether to expect. There will
always he difficulties, Difficulties are not
objected to, so long as it is possible to ex-
port a sufficient number of eggs in order
to give to those engaged in the industry the
advantage of the big London and 0ld World
markets. It is a fact that Western Aus-
tralia offers wonderful inducements for
poultry raising. I need not dwell on that,
for it is well known. Our climate is won-
derfully adapted to egg production, but ex-
perience has proved that progress in market-
ing is only possible when the producers have
the advantage of control of sales and distri-
bution. This statement, I claim is
supported by the experience of other coun-
tries to which I have referred. The Bill
aims to give control, but only if and when
three-fifths of the commercial producers de-
sire it. Under’ control the price of eggs
is stabilised. We learned when in Queens-
land that prior to the establishment: of the
egg pool prices fluctuated very greatly in-
deed, and that in a few days they went from

1s. 3d. to 2s. 6d., and from 2s. 6d. back to

- 1s. 3d. Such things could not happen under
the operations of the control beard, for if
there is one thing the hoard would do, it
would be to stabilise prices, and so protect
the producers, protect the consumers, and
generally improve the industry.

Mr. Panton: Will it protect the fowls at
all¥

819

Mr. SAMPSON: All the Bill seeks to do
is to provide machinery for organisation; in
other words, it is an enabling Bill designed
to make possible without further recourse
to Parliament the control of the marketing
of eggs. The Bill provides thai a majority
of three-fifths of the producers in certain
areas may secure control subject to a vote
being taken. The assumption of eonirol by
egg producers does not follow as a matter
of eourse on the passing of the Bill. A
vote must be taken, and thus there are ade-
quate safeguards for those who may oppose
the measure. A board of five is provided
for, two to be nominated by the Govern-
ment, and the other three to be elected by
the producers. It is surely reasonable to
ask that those who produce the eggs should
have control of them, that if threefifths of
those engaged in the industry in a certain
area vote for it, they should have the power
of eontrol. An effective majority is there-
fore essential before anything can he done.
[t is no mere statement to say that our poul-
try produeers have their backs to the wall.
It is an absolute truth. The poultry indus-
try has been hard hit lately, and the reason
for it is largely the absence of organisation.
It is no one’s business to see that eggs are
exported. This is left to anyone, and con-
sequently it is not properly done. Not many
weeks ago 1 was in Perenjori. I mention
this to show how poorly eggs are distributed
and the ineffectunl methods that obtain in
our own State. At Perenjori, with a friend,
I went to a refreshment room and ordered
ham and eggs, and the surprising fact is
there were no eggs in the town.

Mr. Panton: There were plenty at Peren-
jori the other day.

Mr. SAMPSON: Perhaps so. It is a
remarkable thing that where there is no
organisation, one day thers is a glut and
another day there is a famine. On the day
tollowing my arrival at Perenjori, eggs
arrived. .

Mr. Panton: Had there been an election
meeting the night before?

Mr. SAMPSON: If there is onc thing
control would ensure, it is a supply of eggs
to all centres. We have an army of unem-
ployed in Western Australia.

The Minister for Railways: I huve heard
that before.

Mr. SAMPSON: Many of those people
would find profitable employment if this
industry were organised. There is an al-
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most unlimited market overseas to which
eggs could be exported.

Mr. Marshall: You never appreciate the
solution of your troubles,

Mr. SAMPSON: Other countries have
developed organisation to an extraordinary
pitch of perfection. We realise that i1t can
be dene here, but only on the lines of or-
ganisation set forth in the Bill. The suecess
that has attended the operation of the Dried
Fruits Aet is a complete answer to those who
claim that compulsion would be a mistake.
Again, we have the Sandalwood Aect passed
in the coneluding session of the last Parlia-
ment, Members will recall that the measure
was passed without a single protest, even
from the most conservative of members.
That measure was one of compulsion. In
addition to wiring the Premier of Queens-
Jand, I wired the Minister for Agriculture
in New South Wales, Mr. Thorby. He re-
plied—

Marketing eggs under organised eontrol
allows advances to be made farmers, also pro-
vides surplus be exported. Any loss result-
ing from export distributed over whole in-
dustry and not borne by limited number.
Interstate price cutting has involved board
in considerable difticulty.

That is realised, but it is hoped, since Queens-
iand and New South Wales have already
organised, that a Bill is before the Legis-
lative Assembly of Vietoria, and that South
Australian producers are striving to obtain
control, it will not be long before we have
control boards in the poultry industry just
as we have in the dried fruits industry.
There is co-operation in the fullest degree in
rezard to dried fruits, each State being
protected. If this Bill be passed, it will only
remain for South Australia to adopt similar
legislation, and then we shall have the sanme
control in the egg industry as we
have in the dried fruits industry. Under
the measure there will be ample oppor-
tunity definitely to ensure that good
fresh eggs will be available for the publie.
That will be a good thing. If there is any-
thing caleulated to encourage the eonsump-
tion of eggs, it is the definite knowledge
that they are of good quality. “Eat more
eggs!”

Member: Give the fowls more ginger.

Mr, SAMPSON: The trouble is that
at existing prices a producer e¢culd not
afford to give them green grass. Organisa-
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tion is necessary; otherwise we shall get
nowhere.

Mr. Marshall: The Minister for Railways
will get all the egas he wants at the next
election.

Mr. SAMPSON: Let me give & few de-
tails regarding the New South Wales Egg
Marketing Board. On the 30th June, 1930,
the chairman issued the first annual report,
which stated—

The majority of the egg producers within
the contrelled area loyally support the board.
The areas concerned are the counties of
Cumberland and Northumberland, and the
shires of Nattai and Wollondilly. Some 14
authorised agents in Sydney, Newcastle, and
Maitland bandle the board’s eggs.

It has been claimed that when there is eon-
trol, the small producer has his business
taken from him and that he is no longer
able to supply the needs of a small round
which he has hitherto carried on, .

The Minister for Lands: He will not be
able to do so under this measure.

Mr. SAMPSON: The Bill makes provi-
sion for ezemptions, and exemptions also
operate under the New South Wales Aet.
In that State a large number of exemptions
are granted to producers, thus permitting
them to sell privately the whole or any part
of their products. Aliogether 37 per cent.
of the product is sold by exempted produe-
erss, and 63 per cent. throngh aunthorised
agents. It is proposed that the Western
Aastralian board should have similar power.
The board’s work is sometimes not clearly
understood and eritieism, much of it very
unfair, has been levelled against the New
South Wales pool. Criticisim will be levelled
against every effort made by the producers
to place their indusiry on & proper basis.
Sneccess always brings eriticism, but the fact
i5 indisputable that the New South Wales
Aect is proving advantageous to the pro-
ducers of that State. The same applies in
Queensland; the same will apply here. The
object of levelling eriticism is to ereate dis-
sension, to break down the confidence of
producers. The New South Wales board
has reeeived much support. The Minister
for Agriculture, the Colonial Treasurer, and
I dare say the whole of the Government of
New South Wales stand behind it. Some-
times it is considered that Labour Govern-
menfs alone support methods of organisa-
tion. That is not so.

Mr. Marshall: They do initiate intelli-
gent legislation.
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regulations bave been tabled which have
passed by unnoticed, Indeed, I am not
sure whether it may not truly be said that
we have somewhat abused the trust which
has been reposed in us by having extended
privileges and concessions to ourselves, to
say nothing of having increased our own
salaries on two or three oceasions. The
article in the “West Aunstralian” seis out an
appalling state of affairs, and its publica-
tion has rendered the public a great ser-
vice. Let me traverse what is pointed out.
Firstly we are told that each member of
Parliament is supplied with a free gold
pass. This entitles the holder to travel not
only unpon the State Railways, but upon
State steamers and over all the lines of the
Eastern States, inecluding the Common-
wealth railways.

Hon. E. H. Harris: Is that correct about
the State steamers?

Hon. J. M. Drew: No; it is not correct.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: I am told that mem-
bers do travel on State steamers, merely
paying for their meals; that the passage
is as free as on the State railways.

Hon. &. W. Miles: I think it applies only
to members for the North-West.

Hon, J. M. Drew: That is so.

Hon. G, W. Miles: And they pay the
vietualling allowance.

Hon., A. LOVEKIN: I am giving hon.
members what appears in the article I have
bere, and what I have learnt on making in-
quiries. I may add that my inquiries have
not been made from men in the street. No
complaint ean well be advanced against the
practice in general, because it is essential
that members of Parliament should be able
to travel freely, and this they do not do if
they had to pay for each journey out of
their salaries.

Hon. E. H. Harris: In those cirvum-
stances many members would be compelled
to live in the city.

Hon. A. LOVEKIN: They would be com-
pelled to live in the city, or on the other
hand they would not be able to do their
duty to their constituents as they ought to
do by being present within the constituen-
cies. But the privilege does not stop there.
It earries with it the right of the holder to
take his wife and children under 16 years of
age over the railways twice a year without
charge. There can be no possible justifica-
tion for this, and in these times the coneces-
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sion pught to be eut out. Then there are
holders of life passes which are provided
(a) for Premiers who have held office for
oneg year or more, (b) for Presidents and
Speakers who have served for three years,
{¢) for Cabinet Ministers whe, in the aggre-
gate, have held office for three years, (d)
Lesders of Opposition on ecompletion of six
vears' serviee in the aggregate, (e) persons
who have served 25 years as members of the
Federal Parliament. Why members of the
Federal Parliament and not members of the
State Parliament does not appear, but in not
one of the instances set out can the issue
of life passes be justified from my point of
view. These passes carry with them free
Jjourneys and free sleeping berths for wives
and families twice in every year. There is
no warrant for snch privileges at the ex-
pense of the taxpayer. The privileges
should attach to the member, and not to his
wife or family. Next come Presidents and
Speakers who have served for three years.
What justification is there for this on top
of an additional salary of £400 a year,
making £1,000 in all, besides other smaller
privileges? Here again not only is the life
pass for themselves, but it carries wife and
family privileges. Next we have the heads
of departments, euch of whom is entitled
to free railway travel. Why, I do not
know. If an officer is ealled upon to travel
in connection with any work he is engaged
upon, his expenses ought to be debited to
the work and confined to sueh, Certainly
there is no justification for the free use
of the railways, whether the oceasion
be for work or for joy riding,
Since looking at the matter I have received
a note from a prominent gentleman in this
community. I will not mention his name,
but I will show the note to any hon. member
who desires to see it. The gentleman
writes—

Regarding railway passes, it is interesting
to know that quite a number of highly placed
civil servants have railway or tramway
passes, or bhoth, from their homes to their
offices; also 2 good number have the telephone
installed and annual pavment is made by the
Geovernment, the excuse being that the duties
of office might require them to be called at
night or on Sundays. Even the president
and seeretary of the Trotting Club have free
passes on the trams, on the ground that
their trotting meetings bring much revenue
to the tramways. Railway employees and

their families, of course, are almost un-
limited.
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A most prave position exists in eonneetion
with the permanent employees of the Rail-
way Department. It is usual in the case of
all railways, ineluding private companies, to
grant travelling concessions to their em-
ployees. But the conditions preveiling here
are somewhat different from those which
operate in connection with some other rail-
ways and private companies. Here we have
not only annual leave but long service leave.
During these oceasions not only are the
employees permitted to travel free, but they
may take their wives, unmarried daughters
of any age, and sons up to 18 years of age,
to and from any places within the limits of
the railway system. I have verified these
facts from the proper channel. In addition
to this they and their families are entitled
to two destination passes annually. This
means that the place of travel is specified,
whereas in the case of the annual leave
privileges there is no limitation. In addi-
tion to this an unlimited number of privi-
lege tickets is obtainable at half the single
fare for the return journey. Thus the em-
ployees are practicglly the owners of the
railways for the time being, going where
they please and when they please. I am
advised that in the good old days it was
quite a common practice for heads of de-
partments to find some urgent work to be
done at, say, KKalgoorlie when the racing
carnival was on. I do not think the present
heads continue the practice. Af the same
time, there is no justification whatever for
heads of departments having the free use
of the railways, either to take them to their
homes, or to participatec in a holiday jaunnt
if they so require.  Still further, season
tickets at half fare are available for the em-
ployees to travel to and from work., Again,
those employed in isolated places are en-
titled fo medical passes whenever required.
Moreover, market passes to the nearest mar-
ket town are issued once a month, and are
available for the employee, his wife, or
housekeeper, or his children between 5 years
and 14 years. An employee’s wife or house-
keeper may also on applieation obiain a
fortnightly pass, if desired, for marketing
‘purposes. Then, notwithstanding disfjriet
allowaneos, free freight from the nearest
market town up to two cwt. per fortnight
is provided, in addition to which meat,
bread, vegetahles and dairy produce are
carried free as and whenever required. Ex-
cept, say, in the case of the annual holiday
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and the free journeys for marketing pur-
poses, not one of these privileges is war-
ranted. Employees of the railways have
sheltered jobs, good pay and district allow-
ances. Members may not appreciate what
these comcessions wmean. If they will turn
to the Revenue Estimates they will find on
page 24, Premier’s Department, the follow-
ing items: 1, Travelling concessions to
members of Parliament and life pass hold-
ers, £3,000, That was for last year, 2, Pay-
ment to Railway Department to cover all
charges for free passes, speeial trains, cars,
ete,, £1,500. 3, Railway and tramway passes
for disabled returned soldiers, £500. The
first item, £3,000, is used to provide £15¢
per annum for each life pass helder, This
£150 is paid into a pool covering all the
State and Commonwealth railways, oui of
which each contributor draws its share on
the basis of the number of its hife pass hold-
ers. The next two items, £1,500 and £3500,
go together, and involve the State Railway
Department in a very heavy annual loss.
If members will turn to Appendix O, page
91 of the Railway Commissioner’s report,
they will find a statemeni showing that the
items covered by this £2,000 have involved
the department in a cost of £36,057, or a
loss of £34,057. The statement rcads as
follows:—

Plus vaiuse of Parliamentary and other ser-
vices, etc., performed under instructions from
the Government, exclusive of £2,000 paid by
the Treasury—£34,057.

In other words the Railway Department has
been instructed to perform services at a
cost of £36,057, against which the Depart-
ment has received £2,000. An ordinary sta-
tion to station pass in this Siate, that is an
all lines pass, costs £158, and this added to
the £150 paid into the pool makes it £308
as the value of a life pass to a Premier who
was for one year in office. So he receives
the equivalent of a pension of £308 per
anum indirectly through the life pass to
which he has become entitled. The Budget
provision and the actual eost show how
members and the public are deluded iuto
thinking that £2,000 is the eost, whereas
actually it js £36,057. Let me point fo an-
other fact. All railway emplovees are en-
titled to annual leave and long service lesve.
During those periods the railways ave freely
used hy the men and their families. Some
time ago there were 1,800 men employed at
the Midland Workshops. I de not know
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Mr, SAMPSON: Both the Queensland
and the New South Wales Governments are
Natianalist-Country Party Governments.
Those interested in the welfare of the pro-
ducers, regardless of party, bave come to-
gether and done everything in their power
to assist the industry. By passing measures
of control, those engaged in the industry
have been able to operate on a proper basis.
Let me refer to the result that followed the
first year’s operations in New South Wales.
From the 12th August to the 11th Novem-
ber, 1920, 55,000 cases, each of 30 dozen,
were exported overseas from the controlled
area. The net realisation was 1s. 11/d. per
dozen, In the aggregate 14,232,310 dozen
eggs were controlled, the gross value being
£1,087,190. The cost of doing this amounted
to one-tenth of a penny per dozen. That
wonderful result was achieved after 12
months’ control in New South Wales. Mem-
bers have heard the telegram forwarded by
the Premier of Queensland and of the won-
derful success that has followed control
there, The Minister for Agriculture in New
South Wales recently made the following
remarks:—

I am satisfied that the State Markeating
Bureau will soon come to play an important
part in the extension of production in New
South Wales. The scientific problems of pro-
duction alrsady receive the attention of the
department over which I have the honour to
preside, and we now propose to embark seri-
ously on a continuous study of the economic
problems of primary indnstry, with parsicular

attention to the questions of markets and
marketing.

In face of those statements, can anyone
doubt that in that State there will be pros-
perity and progress in primary industries?

The Minister for Lands: Do not you
know what happened to the compulsory
wheat pool?

Mr. SAMPSON: I should very much
like to have a few words to say on that sub-
jeet, but to do so at this stage would be out
of order. Mr. Thorby continues—

The significance of this development it
would be difficult to over-estimate. 'To re-
place assumption with knowledge, and to sub-
stitute a plan of campaign for haphazard
action, may be said to be the functions of the
State Marketing Bureauw, and, with the prob-
able adoption of the principle of ecollective
marketing by many branches of primary in-
dustry, the need for such an organisation be-
comes apparent. In any eircumstances, the
need for it remains, and it is encouraging to
report that at a recent conference in Perth
of Ministers of Agriculture it was agreed that
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all the States should establish bureaux on
similar lines for the study of agricultural
cconomies, and should co-operate in develop-
ing the work of the burcau for the common
good. . . . Only one word more. Study will
show that the interests of the community at
large are conserved in the Act, and that the
powers of a marketing board, so essential to
cffective marketing, are associated with pro-
visiong in the publi¢ interest. The Market-
ing of Primary Products Act will not operats
to the disadvantage of the consumer,

I was very disappointed to hear the oppo-
sition voiced by the Minister for Agrieul-
ture to-night. I had hoped he would take
the same view that was taken by his pre-
decessor in office. In August, 1927, a depu-
tation consisting of representatives of the
egg producing industry, and including
Messrs. S. Dolman, M. Love, R. Knight,
J. T. Roberts, J. Russell, and 8. Cunning-
ton was introduced by me to the then Minis-
ter for Agriculture (Mr, Millington), and
we discussed the matter very fully with him.
I am glad to say the Minister was very sym-
pathetic.  In his concluding remarks he
said—

I'or some time [ have taken a keen interest
in the cxtension of the industry, and I do not
know of any industry which might expand so
rapidly wecre a rcasonable price assured. [t
is the absence of that which has kept the
indusiry back, L cannot speak for the Gov-
ernment, but I am in entire sympathy with
your desire, and if you will furnish me with
the information I scek, I would be prepared

to recommend that your request be given con-
sideration by the Government.

The Minister for Railways:
that?

Mr., SAMPSON: The then Minister for
Agrienlture (Mr. Millington).

The Minister for Railways: What deci-
sion did he arrive at?

My, SAMPSON: The present Minister
says that the natural channels of trade will
do what is necessary in respect to organis-
ing the industry.

Mr. Munsie: They will go on bleeding
the primary producers as they have done
in years past. : -

The Minister for Railways: What did
you do during your six years of office?

Mr. SAMPSON: I claim that the natural
channels of trade will not do what iz neces-
gary. It is left to those in the industry,
supported by the Parliamentary represen-
tatives, to obtain statatory power, other-
wise they will get nowhere, Many of these

Who was
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producers have siriven hard. Much hon-
orary work has been put into an effort to
organise the industry, but the resunlt has
always been the same—failnre. The Minis-
ter referred to the efforts made by those in
primary industries. 1 venture the opinion
that it is impossible for anyone to give a
single example where efficient marketing or-
ganisation along the lines of voluntary effort
has ever been successful. There is no in-
stance of it  That experience is by no
means restricted to Western Australia. In
this State we are in a marketing sense liv-
ing in a by-gone age. This statement has
no party significance. Everyona in the
House is animated by a desire to assist
those on the land. It iy generally agreed
that our wealth comes from the land. [f
wa look after those who are engaged in
primary production, we look after all, and
suceess to the State must follow. From the
standpoint of marketing we are a long way
behind our competitors.

Mr., Withers: You have a lot of primary -

producers behind you on the cross benches.

Mr, SAMPSON: I foresee great diffi-
culties in the finding of markets for our
produce. It is only by thorough organisa-
tion, standardisation, and econtrol that
efficiency ean be secured. I hope the Bill
will pass, and that those engaged in the
industry will be given the consideration they
both need and deserve.

On motion by Minister for Railways, de-
bate adjourned.

House adjourned at 10.7 pm.
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The PRESIDENT took the Chair at 4.30
p-m., and read prayers,

STANDING ORDERS.

The PRESIDENT: I desire to announce
that I have received from His Excellency
the Governor a message approving of the
amendments to the Standing Orders that
were adopied by the Legislative Couneil on
the 23rd September, 1930.

TEMPORARY CHAIRMEN OF
COMMITTEES.

The PRESIDENT: In accordance with
the power given to the President under the
Standing Orders as amended, I nominate
for the present session the following rpem-
bers to aet as femporary Chairmen of Com-
mittees:—Hon. J. Nicholson, Hon. H.
Stewart, and Hon. W. H. Kitson.

MOTION—RAILWAY IREE PASSES,

TO REBTRICT.
HON. A. LOVEKIN (Metropolitan)
[4.35]: I move—

That in the opinion of this House the time
has arrived when the practice of igsuing life
and free passes on State railways and tram-
ways should cease, except in the following
cases:—(a) to members of Parliament dur-
ing their tenure of office; (b) te railway em-
ployees in remote districts for the purpose of
marketing and for one journey each year for
themselves, their wives and families when on
annua! holiday; (¢) to maimed soldiers.

An article which appeared in the “West
Australian” on Wednesday last has im-
pelled me to table this motion. Although
I have been in this State for 48 years, 1
was never before aware that the system of
privileges had grown to such an extent as
to become a public scandal. We members
of Parliament eannot well exonerate our-
selves from blame, for, from time to time,



